
Recently the OB ·community was fortunate to learn of a local resident who had knowledge of the 
trees planted decades ago along Saratoga Avenue in Ocean Beach. Mrs. Maryolive Shoupe, a 
lifetime resident of OB_, remembers her father, Mr. Cobb, planting several of the trees in the early 
1920s. She narrated that story in an interview conducted with a local biologist, Renee Owens. A 
link to that interview is provided here: https://w,vw.routube.com/watch?v=aGuOhTITeAO 

Coastal communities that are fortunate to have Torrey Pines in their midst treasure them for their 
unique history, Even before the 2016 removal of three of the mature trees al.ong Saratoga Avenue, 
the Saratoga Ave. Torrey pines crune under threat ofremoval as a result of buckJed sidewalks. 
Again, strenuou~ efforts and citizen pressure ,vere made by the community to p~eserve the trees. 
The City replaced the broken pavement sections and metal grates were put irt place to allow for 
flexibility in both the earth and tree movement. 

Other southern California communities have also recognized the value of these significant trees 
and have been su~cessful in preserving them. Within the City ofDel Mar_,, the Torrey Pine is 
protected by law, having become their ''Heritage," tree. Within. Coronado, Torrey pines On public 
property have been identified in their Master Tree rnventory and have ~lso been ·designated as 
Heritage Trees. The World's largest Torrey Pine tree re~ides fn Carpentaria, CA, am;l was declared 
tbat City1 s first official landmark in 1968. The tree is said to have been planted in 1888 from a 
Santa Rosa fslnnd seedling and measures 136' tall with a 20'5' ' circumference and 1301 branch 
spread. 

San Diego honors the Torrey pines as iconic landmarks as they provide extraordinary scenic views 
and tourists come from all over the world to see them. The OB Community Plan specifically 
addresses these trees in the Conservation Element (Section 7). The Plan states that Torrey pines 
and other rare trees ''should be preserved throughout the comm11nity. New development should 
inc01porate the Torrey pine as a slreel tree along Saratoga Avenue to continue the existing 
character of the street", 

Summary 

Under tbe City's Draft Urban Forestry Management Plan, trees are managed. by the City under five 
departments- Transportation and Stormwater, Environmental Services, Parks and Recreation, 
Planning, and Economic Development. Looking at the allocation of funds toward this effort over 
the last ten years (Appendix A) suggest that tree preservation has not been prioritized. Looking at 
the timeline for completion of the updated City Tree fnventory (projected as 2019), and 
incorporation of the designation of heritage/special trees into the Plan, as well as the timeline for 
approval by the City council, the community is concerned that more of these heritage trees could 
be removed or damaged before they become fully protected. 
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Towards that, we formally request that the enclosed h·ee nominations (see Table I) be moved 
through the eligibility process and we urge that the City expedite this process of designation. 

TABLE 1 
PROPOSED HERITAGE TREE NOMINATIONS FOR OCEAN BEACH 

PUBLIC TORREY PINE TREES 
Approximate Approximate 

Address Girth (feet) Height (feet) AJ?e 
4633 Long Branch 5 80 Unknown 
4690 Greene St 5 80 Unknown 
4605 #1 Saratoga 3 70 Early 1920s 
4605 #2 Saratoga 4 70 Early 1920s 
4611 SaratoRa 7-8 80 Early 1920s 
4649 Saratoga 2-3 70 Early 1920s 
465 l Saratoga 2-3 70 Early 1920s 
4570 Saratoga 4-5 70 Unknown 
*L=Landmark, H=Heritage P=Parkway, G--Grove 

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact me. 

Sincerely, 

Kris Schlech 
C/O Save Peninsula Trees 
savepeninsulatrees@gmail.com 

Nomination* 
L;H 
L,H 
L,H,G 
L, H, P, G 
L,H, P, G 

. L, H, P, G 
L, H, P, G 
L,H 

CC: Anne Fege, Chair, Community Forest Advisory Board, afege@aol.com 
Lori Zapf, Council member District 2, loriezapf@sandiego.gov 
John Ambert, Chair, OB Planning Board, johnambert@gmail.com 
Gretchen Newsom, President, OB Town Council Gretchen.newsomia:gmail.com 
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CONSERVE-A-TREE NOMINATION FORM 

LANDMARK TREE 
Striking or unusual trees with 
high aesthetic value, 
features may include: 
• Large for the species 
• Special or unusual form 
• Interesting flowers or branching 

pattern 
• Species·rar(~ to·its location 

HERITAGE TREE 
Significant for its age or 
historical value, including: 

• Trees-so y~~ts or older 
• Connected· to a historical event, 

building or district 
or planted by a historically 
significant individual 

PARKWAY RESOURCE TREE 
Groups of trees in public right
of-way, public parking lots or 
trails: 
• Consistent design theme with 

similar size, shape, health and 
form 

• Trees creating a canopy 
over a public way 

PRESERVATION GROVE 
Groups of trees in public-right
of-way, open space, designated 
environmentally sensitive lands, 
conservation easement or 
parkland: 
• 6 or more trees with trunks 

within 100 feet of each other 
• Same or similar species and 

form 
• Native, naturalized or 

endemic and surviving 
without intervention 

Mail completed form to: 
Conserve a Tree Nomination 
Urban Forestry 
City of San Diego Street Div 
2781 Camlnlto Chollas 
San Diego, CA 92105 

To; COMMUNITY FOREST ADVISORY BOARD 

Date: . September 14, 2016 

From (your name}: _K_r_is_S_c_h_le_c_h _____ _ 

Organization: Save Peninsula Trees 

Address: 4649 Voltaire St #15 
San Diego, CA 92107 

Phone: 6.19 299-1757 

E~mail: savepeninsulatrees@gmail.com 

TYPE OF NOMINATION: 
@ LANDMARK TREE 

l2J HERITAGE TREE 

0 PARKWAY RESOURCE TREES 

0 PRESERVATION GROVE 

Species: Pinus torreyana 

Location & Nearest Cross Street: _4_6_3_3 ___ _ 
Long Branch, Ocean Beach 

Estimated Height: approximately 80' 

Estimated Width: approx 5' -'-'-----------
Condition: _h_e_a_lth__,y,__ ______ ___ _ 

Estimated Planting Date: early 1900s 

Specific proof of age may be difficult to determine, 
but estimates based on the age of surrounding development 
or the size of tree are adequate. 



HISTORY ANO NOTES 

Include any history or notes you have about this tree or these trees 

Tree in front of 4633 Long Branch Street . The trees have a girth at dbh of ca. 4-5', and an approximate 
height of 80 feet. Please refer to attached cover letter for additional information. 

1 
~ 

For the above tree(s) to be considered for designation as protected, this request has been forwarded to Street 
Division. The tree(s) will be inspected by the Street Division Urban Forester to make sure all designation criteria are 
met. If they meet all criteria, the request will be forwarded to the Community Forest Advisory Board (CFAB) for 
evaluation and possibly protected status. 

Requested Action: Street Division requests that a Community Forest Advisory Board Arborist evaluate the 
nominated tree for confirmation. If the nomination is approved by CFAB, the tree will be added to the City of San 
Diego's Tree Protection Status as described in the Tree Protection Policy adopted by City Council in May, 2005. 

Please mall completed form to: Conserve a Tree Nomination 

Or you can FAX t he fo rm to : 

Attn: Drew Potocki, Urban Forestry 
City of San Diego Street Division 
2781 Caminito Chollas 
San Diego, CA 92105 

619 527-7534, 
Att n: Drew Potocki. 

CLEAR FORM 



CONSERVE-A-TREE NOMINATION FORM 

LANDMARK TREE 
Striking or unusual trees with 
high aesthetic value, 
features may include: 
• Large for the species 

• Special or unusual form 
• Interesting flowers or branching 

pattern 
• Species rare to its location 

HERITAGE TREE 
Significant for its age or 
historical value, including: 

• Trees 50 years or older 

• Connected to a historical event, 
building or district 
or planted by a historically 
significant individual 

PARKWAY RESOURCE TREE 
Groups of trees in public right
of-way, public parking lots or 
trails:· 
• Consistent design theme with 

similar size, shape, health and 
form 

• Trees creating a canopy 
over a public way 

PRESERVATION GROVE 
Groups of trees in pubfic-right
of-way, open space, designated 
environmentally sensitive lands, 
conservation easement or 
parkland: 
• 6 or more trees with trunks 

within 100 feet of each other 
• Same or similar species and 

form 

• Native, naturalized or 
endemic and surviving 
without intervention 

Mail completed form to: 
Conserve a Tree Nomination 
Urban Forestry 
City of San Diego Street Div 
2781 Caminito Chollas 
San Diego, CA 92105 

To: COMMUNITY FOREST ADVISORY BOARD 

Date: September 14, 2016 

From (your name): _K_r_is_S_c_h_le_c_h _____ _ 

Organization: Save Peninsula Trees 

Address: c/o 4649 Voltaire St. #15 
San Diego, CA 92107 

Phone: 619 299-1757 

E-mail: savepeninsulatrees@gmail.com 

TYPE OF NOMINATION: 
rzJ LANDMARK TREE 

0 HERITAGE TREE 

0 PARKWAY RESOURCE TREES 

0 PRESERVATION GROVE 

Species: Pinus torreyana 

Location & Nearest Cross Street: 4690 ---- --
Greene St. w/ Ebers, OB 

Estimated Height: approximately 80' 

Estimated Width: approx 5' --'_._ ________ _ 
Condition: healthy __ _.._ __________ _ 
Estimated P Ian ting Date: early 1900s 

Specific proof of age may be difficult to determine. 
but estimates based on the age of surrounding development 
or the size of tree are adequate. 



HISTORY AND NOTES 

Include any history or notes you have about this tree or these trees 

Tree in front of 4690 Greene Street at the corner of Greene and Ebers. The tree has a girth at dbh of ca. 
4-5', and an approximate heights of 80 feet. Please refer to attached cover letter for additional information. 

For the above tree(s) to be considered for designation as protected, this request has been forwarded to Street 
Division. The tree(s) will be inspected by the Street Division Urban Forester to make sure all designation criteria are 
met. If they meet all criteria, the request will be forwarded to the Community Forest Advisory Board (CFAB) for 
evaluation and possibly protected status. 

Requested Action: Street Division requests that a Community Forest Advisory Board Arborist evaluate the 
nominated tree for confirmation. If the nomination is approved by CFAB, the tree will be added to the City of San 
Diego's Tree Protection Status as described in the Tree Protection Policy adopted by City Council in May, 2005. 

Please mail completed form to: Conserve a Tree Nomination 

Or you can FAX the form to: 

Attn: Drew Potocki, Urban Forestry 
City of San Diego Street Division 
2781 Caminita Chollas 
San Diego, CA 92105 

619 527-7534, 
Attn: Drew Potocki 

CLEAR FORM 



CONSERVE-A-TREE NOMINATION FORM 

LANDMARK TREE 
Striking or unusual trees with 
high aesthetic value, 
features may include: 
• Large for the species 

• Special or unusual fonn 
• Interesting flowers or branching 

pattern 
• Species rare to its location 

HERITAGE TREE 
Significant for its age or 
historical value, including: 

• Trees 50 years or older 

• Connected to a historical event, 
building or district 
or planted by a historically 
significant individual 

PARKWAY RESOURCE TREE 
Groups of trees in pubric right
of-way, public parking lots or 
trails: 
• Consistent design theme with 

similar size, shape, health and 
fonn 

• Trees creating a canopy 
over a public way 

PRESERVATION GROVE 
Groups of trees in public-right
of-way, open space, designated 
environmentally sensitive lands, 
conservation easement or 
parkland: 
• 6 or more trees with trunks 

within 100 feet of each other 
• Same or similar species and 

form 
• Native, naturalized or 

endemic and suNiving 
without inteNention 

Mail completed form to: 
Conserve a Tree Nomination 
Urban Forestry 
City of San Diego Street Div 
2781 Caminito Chollas 
San Diego, CA 92105 

To: COMMUNITY FOREST ADVISORY BOARD 

Date: September 14, 2016 

From (your name): _K_r_is_S_c_h_le_c_h _____ _ 

Organization: Save Peninsula Trees 

Address: c/o 4649 Volta ire St. #15 

San Diego, CA 92107 

Phone: 619 299-1757 

E-mail: savepeninsulatrees@gmail .com 

TYPE OF NOMINATION: 
0 LANDMARK TREE 

[ZJ HERITAGE TREE 

[ZJ PARKWAY RESOURCE TREES 

0 PRESERVATION GROVE 

Species: Pinus torreyana 

Location & Nearest Cross Street: 4605 -- --- - -
Saratoga Ave #2 wt Froude , OB 

Estimated Height: approximate ly 70' 

Estimated Width: between 3'-4' ------------
Condition: _h_e_a_lt_hy......_ _________ _ 

Estimated Planting Date: _1_9_2_0_s _____ _ 

Specific proof of age may be difficult to determine, 
but estimates based on the age of surrounding development 
or the size of tree are adequate. 



HISTORY ANO NOTES 

Include any history or notes you have about this tree or these trees 

Tree #2 in front of 4605 Saratoga Avenue (south corner of Saratoga and Froude) that was originally 
planted as part of a grove around 1920 by Mr. Cobb, as detailed in the accompanying interview with his 
daughter Maryolive Shoupe. The tree has a girth at dbh from ca. 3' to 4', and has an approximate height of 
70 feet. Please refer to attached cover letter for additional information. 

For the above tree{s) to be considered for designation as protected, this request has been forwarded to Street 
Division. The tree(s) will be inspected by the Street Division Urban Forester to make sure all designation criteria are 
met. If they meet an criteria, the request will be forwarded to the Community Forest Advisory Board (CFAB) for 
evaluation and possibly protected status. 

Requested Action: Street Division requests that a Community Forest Advisory Board Arborist evaluate the 
nominated tree for confirmation. If the nomination is approved by CFAB, the tree will be added to the City of San 
Diego's Tree Protection Status as described in the Tree Protection Policy adopted by City Council in May, 2005. 

Please mail completed form to: Conserve a Tree Nomination 

Or you can FAX the form to: 

Attn: Drew Potocki, Urban Forestry 
City of San Diego Street Division 
2781 Caminita Chollas 
San Diego, CA 92105 

619 527-7534, 
Attn: Drew Potocki 

CLEAR FORM 



CONSERVE-A-TREE NOMINATION FORM 

LANDMARK TREE 
Striking or unusual trees with 
high aesthetic value, 
features may include: 
• large for the species 
• Special or unusual form 
• Interesting flowers or branching 

pattern 
• Species rare to its location 

HERITAGE TREE 
Significant for its age or 
historical value, induding: 

• Trees 50 years or older 

• Connected to a historical event, 
building or distnct 
or planted by a historically 
significant individual 

PARKWAY RESOURCE TREE 
Groups of trees in public right
of-way, public parking lots or 
trails: 
• Consistent design theme with 

similar size, shape, health and 
form 

• Trees creating a canopy 
over a public way 

PRESERVATION GROVE 
Groups of trees in public-right
of-way, open space, designated 
environmentally sensitive lands, 
conservation easement or 
parkland: 
• 6 or more trees with trunks 

within 100 feet of each other 
• Same or similar species and 

form 
• Native, naturalized or 

endemic and surviving 
without intervention 

Mail completed form to: 
Conserve a Tree Nomination 
Urban Forestry 
City of San Diego Street Div 
2781 Caminito Chollas 
San Diego, CA 92105 

To: COMMUNITY FOREST ADVISORY BOARD 

Date: September 14, 2016 

From (your name): _K_r_is_S,;_c_h_le_c_h _____ _ 

Organization: Save Peninsula Trees 

Address: c/o 4649 Voltaire St. #15 
San Diego, CA 92107 

Phone: 619 299-1757 

E-mail: savepeninsulatrees@gmail.com 

TYPE OF NOMINATION: 
tzJ LANDMARK TREE 

[Z] HERITAGE TREE 

@ PARKWAY RESOURCE TREES 

0 PRESERVATION GROVE 

Species: Pinus torreyana 

Location & Nearest Cross Street: 4605 ------
Saratoga Ave #1 w/ Froude, OB 

Estimated Height: approximately 70' 

Estimated Width: between 3'-4' --------- ---
Condition: healthy --~-------- ---
Estimated Planting Date: _1_9_2_0_s _____ _ 

Specific proof of age may be difficult to detennine, 
but estimates based on the age of surrounding development 
or the size of tree are adequate. 



HISTORY AND NOTES 

Include any history or notes you have about this tree or these trees 

Tree #1 in front of 4605 Saratoga Avenue (south corner of Saratoga and Froude) that was originally 
planted as part of a grove around 1920 by Mr. Cobb, as detailed in the accompanying interview with his 
daughter Maryolive Shoupe. The tree has a girth at dbh from ca. 3' to 4', and has an approximate height of 
70 feet. Please refer to attached cover letter for additional information . 

. J; 

For the above tree(s) to be considered for designation as protected, this request has been forwarded to Street 
Division. The tree(s) will be inspected by the Street Division Urban Forester to make sure all designation criteria are 
met. If they meet all criteria, the request will be forwarded to the Community Forest Advisory Board (CFAB) for 
evaluation and possibly protected status. 

Requested Action: Street Division requests that a Community Forest Advi'sory Board Arborist evaluate the 
nominated tree for confirmation. If the nomination is approved by CFAB, the tree will be added to the City of San 
Diego's Tree Protection Status as described in the Tree Protection Policy adopted by City Council in May, 2005. 

Please mail completed form to: Conserve a Tree Nomination 

Or you can FAX the form to: 

Attn: Drew Potocki, Urban Forestry 
City of San Diego Street Division 
2781 Caminlto Chollas 
San Diego, CA 92105 

619 527-7534, 
Attn: Drew Potocki 

CLEAR FORM 


