
City of San Diego 
Park and Recreation Board 

Minutes 
Thursday, June 21, 2018 

"TO PROVIDE HEALTHY, SUSTAINABLE, AND ENRICHING ENVIRONMENTS FOR ALL" 

Meeting Held at: 
Balboa Park Club Ballroom 
2150 Pan American Road West 
San Diego, CA 92101 

Members Present 
Katherine Johnston, Chair 
Dennis Otsuji, Vice-Chair 
David Baron 
Jon Becker 
Marcella Bothwell 
Ron Cho 
David Kinney 
Noli Zosa 

Members Absent 
Nick Anastasopoulos 
(excused) 
Raymond Bernal 
Bobby Hughes ( excused) 

Mailing Address is: 
City of San Diego 
202 C Street, MS 37C 
San Diego, CA 92101 

City Staff Present 
Herman D. Parker, Director 
Andrew Field, Assistant Director 
Parita Ammerlahn 
Mike Armenta 
Mark Calleran 
Angel Castro 
Jesse Luke 
Kevin Oliver 
Steve Palle 
Mike Rodrigues 
Kathy Ruiz 
Shannon Scoggins 
Shelly Stowell 
Jane Witzke 
Jose Ysea 
Nancy Zamora-Hudson 

CALL TO ORDER - The meeting was called to order by Chair Johnston at 2:08 p.m. 

Chair Johnston thanked and welcomed everyone. She thanked and acknowledged Board 
Member and past Chair David Kinney. 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF APRIL 19, 2018. 

MOTION: MOVED/SECONDED Ms. Bothwell/Mr. Kinney 

A motion was made by Ms. Bothwell and seconded by Mr. Kinney to approve the 
April 19, 2018 Park and Recreation Board Meeting minutes. The motion was approved (7/0) 
with Chair Johnston abstaining. 

NON-ADOPTION AGENDA PUBLIC COMMENT 

This portion of the agenda provides an opportunity for members of the public to address the 
Board on items of interest within the jurisdiction of the Board. (Comments relating to items 



on today's Agenda are to be taken at the time the item is heard.) Comments will be limited to 
two (2) minutes and is not debatable unless part of an organized group presentation whereby 
time is ceded to main speaker. 

The proposed Curie Elementary Joint Use was a non-agenda public comment topic that had 
interested speakers. 

Speakers (7) In Favor; 

Speakers (1) In Opposition; 

Julie Dennis spoke in favor of a Curie Elementary 
Joint Use Field (summary attached) 
Daniel Cross ceded his time to Julie Dennis 
Cara Marshall ceded her time to Julie Dennis 
Keith Jenne ceded his time to Julie Dennis 
Kendra Cole 
Ariane Jansma 
Robert Mastos 

Kim Knouse spoke in opposition of a Curie 
Elementary Joint Use Field (attached letter/petition 
was provided after the meeting) 

The undeveloped open space area in Point Loma across from Bill Cleater Community Park 
was a non-agenda public comment topic that had an interested speaker. 

Speaker (1); Don Sevrens 

Colina and Chollas Recreation Councils were a non-agenda public comment topic that had an 
interested speaker requesting assistance with recent events. 

Speaker (1); Daniele Laman 

REQYEST FOR ITEMS TO BE PLACED ON CONSENT AGENDA - None 

The Chair may entertain a motion by any Board member to approve any agenda item as 
consent when no speaker slips have been submitted in favor or in opposition to the item. 
Items approved on consent are approved in accordance with staff's recommendation as 
reflected on the agenda and described in the Staff Report to the Park and Recreation Board, 
unless otherwise noted in the motion. At this time the Board may consider adoption of one 
or more items on the adoption agenda as "Consent" items. 

REQUEST FOR CONTINUANCE - None 

COMMUNICATIONS - None 
(Limited to items not on the agenda. Each one will be limited to three minutes and is not debatable.) 

COMMITTEE REPORTS - None 

Community Parks I Area Committee 
Community Parks II Area Committee 
Balboa Park Committee 
Mission Trails Regional Park Citizens' Advisory Committee 
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CHAIRPERSON'S REPORT - None 

DIRECTOR'S REPORT - None 

ACTION ITEMS 

101. General Development Plan for Holmes Elementary School Joint Use Facility 
Presenter: Shannon Scoggins, Park Designer, Planning Department 

The presentation outlined the following: 

- Background 
- Discussion 
- Requested Action 

MOTION: MOVED/SECONDED Mr. Baron/Mr. Becker 

A motion was made by Mr. Baron and seconded by Mr. Becker to recommend 
approval of Item 101, the General Development Plan for Holmes Elementary 
School Joint Use Facility. The motion was unanimously approved (8/o). 

102. General Development Plan for Longfellow KS Joint Use Facility 
Presenter: Shannon Scoggins, Park Designer, Planning Department 

The presentation outlined the following: 

- Background 
- Discussion 
- Requested Action 

Speakers (1) - in favor; 

MOTION: 

Jennifer Ragusa 

MOVED/SECONDED Ms. Bothwell/Mr. Baron 

A motion was made by Ms. Bothwell and seconded by Mr. Baron to recommend 
approval of Item 102, the General Development Plan for Longfellow KS Joint Use 
Facility. The motion was unanimously approved (8/o) . 

103. General Development Plan for Mission Beach Pocket Park 
Presenters: Parita Ammerlahn, Associate Civil Engineer, Public Works 

Department 
David Neault, President, David Neault Associates, Inc. 

The presentation outlined the following: 

- Background 
- Discussion 
- Requested Action 

3 



Speaker (1) - neutral; 

Speaker (1) - in opposition; 

Michelle Baron 

Jenine Whittecar 

MOTION: MOVED/SECONDED Mr. Kinney /Mr. Otsuji 

A motion was made by Mr. Kinney and seconded by Mr. Otsuji to recommend 
approval of Item 103, the General Development Plan for Mission.Beach Pocket 
Park. The motion was unanimously approved (8/o) . 

105. Renaming of Del Mar Mesa Neighborhood Park (Formerly Elizabeth Rabbitt 
Neighborhood Park on Del Mar Mesa) 
Presenter: Kathy Ruiz, Deputy Director, Parks and Recreation Department 

Prior to the staff presentation, Director Parker noted that the action taken by the 
Board in this matter and this meeting would be the final naming action 
considered for this park. 

The presentation outlined the following: 

- Background 
- Discussion 
- Requested Action 

Speakers (17) - in favor of naming the park "Elizabeth Rabbitt Neighborhood Park 
on Del Mar Mesa"; Herb Morgan 

Wendy Payhonen 
Sandy White 
Ella Laikind 
Jim Joyner 
Dan O'Rourke 
Donna O'Rourke 
Daniel Silva ceded time to Dan O'Rourke 
Danielle Wood 
Jim Wood 
Amy Wood ceded time to Danielle Wood 
Lesley Cohn 
Kenneth Rudy 
Jessica Fanman 
Joe Frichtel 
Sari Rudy 
Ray Ellis 
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Speakers (11) - in opposition to naming the park "Elizabeth Rabbitt Neighborhood 
Park on Del Mar Mesa"; Ginny Barnes (letter attached) 

Mary C. Mccaw ceded time to Ginny Barnes 
Janet Hudson (letter attached) 
Jeff Cubbison ceded time to Jan Hudson 
Anne Harvey (letter attached) 
Linda Beach 
Cheryle Besemer (letter attached) ceded time 
to Anne Harvey 

Jim Besemer 
Gary Levitt (letter attached) 
Lisa Ross (letter attached) 
Pat Metcalf 

MOTION: MOVED/SECONDED Chair Johnston/Vice-Chair Otsuji 

A motion was made by Chair Johnston and seconded by Mr. Otsuji to rescind the 
Park and Recreation Board,s decision of 4/19/18 to approve Action Item #102, the 
Re-naming of "Elizabeth Rabbitt Neighborhood Park on Del Mar Mesa" to 
"Del Mar Mesa Neighborhood Park". The motion to rescind was adopted with the 
effect of the park returning to the name of Elizabeth Rabbitt Neighborhood Park 
on Del Mar Mesa by a vote of (5/3). Mr. Baron, Mr. Becker and Mr. Kinney were 
opposed. 

Chair Johnston had to excuse herself from the meeting and called for a five-minute break 
at 4:55 p.m. Vice-Chair Otsuji presided over the rest of the Board Meeting which he 
called back to order at 5:00 p.m. 

104. General Development Plan for Canon Street Pock~t Park 
Presenter: Mark Calleran, Project Manager, Public Works Department 

Brooke Whalen, Senior Associate, KTUA 
Kurt Carlson, Senior Principal, KTUA 

The presentation outlined the following: 

- Background 
- Discussion 
- Requested Action 

Speakers (2) - in favor; Jon Linney 
Donald E. Sevrens 

Speaker (1) - in opposition; Mary Harder 

MOTION: MOVED/SECONDED Mr. Becker /Mr. Kinney 

A motion was made by Mr. Becker and seconded by Mr. Kinney to recommend 
approval of Item 104, the General Development Plan for Canon Street Pocket Park. 
The motion was approved ( 6/o) with Vice-Chair Otsuji abstaining. 
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INFORMATION ITEMS - None 

WORKSHOP - None 

ADJOURNMENT - The meeting was adjourned at 5:22 p.m. 

Details of the reports, audio and PowerPoint presentations can be found on the Parks and 
Recreation Department website at: http://www.sandiego.gov/parkandrecboard/reports 

Next Meeting: July 191 2018 
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War Memorial Building 
Auditorium 
3325 Zoo Drive 
San Diego, CA 92101 

Submitted by, 

Herman D. Parker 
Director 
Parks and Recreation Department 



Curie Joint U~e r:ield P[an Background Summary 

We have been approved t hrough So n Diego Unified School Distl"i ct to have un 

upgrade to our current dirt field. The upgrade is alreadv fully funded, and if we clo 

not use the fu nds for our field, the funds will NOT be used at Cu rie at all. We have 

been through many rounds of negotiat ions to determine v11hat might be best for 

our Curie communitv. Here is a brief history: 

!.I> Crumb rubber turf field was to be installed at our schoo l. Curie Pare nts 
voted to explore rea l grass options due to some controversy surrounding 
crumb rubber. 

" The School District approved a proposal for Joint Use Fie ld that t he city 
would maintain (water, landscaping) and be able to use during non-school 
hours. Curie would have sole use during school hours. 

oi The local UC Comn,unity expressed concerns about the Joint Use Fie ld (e:g., 
safety, locking gates, bathrooms, trash, vagrancy). 

(1> The Local Standley Recreation Council voted not to c1pprove the Joint Use 
Field installation as t he plan was presented. 

o Curie Parents, Staff, School District, and San Diego Recreation Department 
met multiple times this school year to create a plan that addressed the 
concerns of the cornmunity and the Recreation Counci l. The cu rre nt plnn 
includes a large grass area, track, park closed before school, security 
cameras, play equipment on Curie Property, parking spaces, clog bags, MORE 
TREES, restrictions on group size/events. 

e Parents have expressed an interest in making the Joint Use Fie ld a rea lity for 
our Curie Community. So far, we have co llected over 160 signatures in 
support of real grasr, and real t rees for our students, rather than the current 
dirt. 

(', We have created a website: www.cL.11·icJ)a 1"i<_.o 1-g and have ope11e·c1 a 
discussion forum on our Dads' Club ;:md UC Pc::irents 1.:acebook p;Jges. 

o We c1re here at the Sun Diego Purks ,.rnd Recreation Board Meeting to e)<press 
ou 1· con,munity's need for a Joint Use Fic~ld. We wou ld li ke to request that 
the Board mo pen Curie Joint Use Fie ld Project fo r a vote at the next board 

meeting. 

l 
I 
I 
I 
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Cul"ia Jo int Use Fie ld Community F3c:ls ;:rnd ln fon 11 :1Uu11 

/3nckgrouncl: The proposal to mal~e the Curio dirt area into a grassy fie ld/par!< requires that ii be 

open to the public Uoint--use) during non-school hours. Tl1is is a compromise after the turf field 

proposal frorn SOU SD was she lved due to concerns in the Curie Coirununity over the toxicity of 

crumb-rubber. There is no other product that the district wi ll substitute, and there is not enough 

rnoney to maintain grass on our own without City help. ,Joint -Use is the compromir,;a. 

\111/nne we are now: The initial Joint-Use proposal was doniecl in r:ebruary 2017 by the Standley 

Parks and Rec Advisory Bonrd, based on a small group in opposition. 

Reps from the City, SDUSD, and members of the community met three limos over the last year to 

regroup and discuss mal< ing changes and/or concessions that would address specific community 

concerns ra ised by the opposition group, these are detailed in the City's report, attached. Additionally, 

reps from SDUSD nnd tho City cited their Play /\II Day program statistics in answering that none of 

tl1G joint-use fields installed incrna~ecl cri1rn~ in Urn local area, regardless of vvhere the parl< was 

located, if it vvas tucl<ed away from the~ street, etc. The SDl'D Community Resource Officer for the 

area has also been made aware of the possibility of a Joint-Use space at Curie , and specific safety 

concerns and patroll inn requGsts Vl"Gro noted and "flagged" in the precinct. 

!--ti oh Ii g ht s o J Ch a II g es : 

·1. Park CLOSED before school 

2. Additional security cameras/presence/posted numbers 

3. l.)lay equipment NOT !')art of Joint-Use 

4. Parking spaces, dog bags and trees added 

5. Restrictions on group size and type of event 

Whot 's nex t: There is a group of community members , with a vested intore$t in the project, whose 

interests were not fu lly reprer;ented when the initial proposal came up in 2017. This group would like 

to rnwopcm U10 community cl iscusnion about the ,Joint-Use Field nt Curie, npccificnl ly to hifJh light 

the compromises mo.do to mit iuate init ial conce rns of Gafoty, teac[rnr parking, noise otc. This 

group would like the Parl<s ,mcl l~ec Bonrcl to APPROVE moving fo1vvmd with the Join-Use Park at 

Curie lwsad on tf1o new set of clarific,1tio11s. 

I\ copy of th e proposeri /Jrojoct is n[(nchccl, including t/1 0 specific clc lnil from th o City of 
how /11oy are odclre ssinq co ninwnily co rw c ms r1 11c.l 1Dr1 uos/~;. 
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CITY OF SAN DIEGO t\ND SAN DIEGO U!.ZIFJED SCHOOL DI.STRICT 
MARIE CU!lU.: ELEMENTARY SCHOOL JOINT USE AREA 

RESPONSE MATRIX 
FE£3RUARY 23, 2018 

,- .. --;:----. . ' .. ., .·-.. -.. -- . . . . ... ,. , .... ' ""''' " .... •· ... •······ . .... . . . . . . . .. " . . . . . 
·-

# ConcC::ni Responsc\s 

1 Safety Safely of park patrons, students, und neighbors is 
of utm·ost importance. The City of San Diego Parks 
and Recreation Department ("Department") is 
committed to take the following actions at Marie 
Curie Elementary School Joint Use Area ("Field"): 

0 On school days: 
0 The Field wi ll not be used in the morning 

prior to class 
0 Gates will be locked at dusk and opened 

30 minutes after school ends or at 6 a.m. 
on non-school days 

0 The Dcpurtment will hire a security cornp,my 
to lock the Field gates each evening, on 
weekends, and non-school days 

0 The San Diego Unified School District 
("District") will install and monitor security 
cameras, which will be available for review up 
t:o seven days should law enforcement need 
to review footage for potential criminal 
activity 

~ The Department and District will install 
regulatory signage that will include 
emergency and non-emergency phone 
numbers to report criminal activity for both 
San Diego Police Department c1nd District 
Cumpus Police 

2 Teacher parking The Field will not be open to the public for joint 
use before school starts in the morning, which will 
ensure the public does not utilize scarce tc<.1cher 
parking spots 

'-· 

3 Site visibility Through tile construction process, the District VI/ill 
install gi.1tes that can be open during tl1e school 
days 



Pag ~2 2 
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# Concern Responses 
4 Transients The design and construction of the f ield will focus 

on turf and decomposed granite walking track to 
reduce areas where transients may hide inside the 
joint use a1·ea 

5 Dogs .. San Diego Municipal Code ("SDMC") does not 
prohibit leashed dogs in a joint-use field; 
therefore, dogs are permitted at the Field 
(reference SDMC §63.0102(b)(2)(8)) 

.-; The Department will install bags (such as "Mutt 
Mitts'') for park patrons to collect their dog 
waste and dispose of the fecal matter in a 
nearby refuse container 

Ill The Deptlrtment will install signage advising 
park patrons of the telephone number to reach 
Animal Services for assistance Vlith off-leash or 
aggressive dogs 

G Noise The Department vvill not permit activities that 
include noise amplification (e.g., microphones and 
speakers) at the~ Field 

7 Environmental review As part of the design and construction of the Field 
project, the District will conduct a California 
Environmental Qualily Act ("CEQA") review 

8 Hours of public use On school clays, Field will be open to the public 30 
minutes after school ends. On school holidays, 
school breaks, and weekends, Field will be open 
to the public from 6 a.111 . to dusk 

9 Playground maintenance If the pluygrouncl(s) is/arc within the agreed-upon 
joint use ,ireu, lh(? Dislrict vvill maintain all exisling 
play equipment in accordance with its standards 
of earn 

10 Littering Depa1trnent maintenance staff will visit tlie site 
daily Monday through Friday to empty refuse 
containers and remove trnsh from the Field. Liller 
pick up on Saturday ancl Sunday will be conducted 
as needed. 

-- -



Fe bruary 23, 2018 
1-ii-Jri e Curio El eme ntar y ;;c hool Jo.i n t U:.;e Area 

.t/: Concern ResponscG 

1l Illegal dumping District and Department would prnmptly address 
illegal dumps upon discove1y 

12 Public input 0 To this point, District and Department staff 
have held three (3) public meetings 

fj Public outreach has followed San Diego Council 
Policy 600-3~, which is comparable to the 
District's public outreach policy, including 
mc1ilers to adjacent neighbors within u 300-foot 
distance from the school 

0 Standley Recreation Council voted on January 
26, 2017, against the proposed Field at Marie 
Curie Elementary School; project proponents 
11,:ive asked the District and Department if this 
matter can be reopened at a future Recreation 
Council meeting 

() Department and District do not favor or oppose 
tile Field proposal; both entities are focilitating 
public input in the event this matter returns to 
the Recreation Counci l at a future date 

13 Pi:1rk deficiency The University Community Is deficient of park 
acres to satisfy the City's General Plan standards; 
the Field would help acid acreage for the 
community 

-· 
14 Pt1rk capacity Capacity for a lypicu l two-acre sports field is 

between 200 and 250 p_atrons --
15 Stuffing <.') Wllile t11ere will not be a continuous staff 

presence at the Field, Department grounds 
maintenance workers will visit the Field for 
routine maintenance during the week 

e; Department stc.1ff rnuy visit the Field during 
the weekend for as··needed cleanin~J t1ncl 
maintemmce 

I 
I 
\ 
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-
.ff Concern rtesponr:;r:s 

16 Permitting 0 1:ield is too small for leariue tournuments 

" Portable toilets are typically required for 
special events, not recrentional sports evGnts 
that are permitted by a recreation center 
("Special events" are defined in SDMC 
§22.4001) 

(; Standley Recr-eation Center would issue 
permits for the f=ield and is the point of 
contact for any concerns or issues vvith 
permittees 

(; Standley Recreation Counci l is a monthly 
venue to vet difficulties with specific 
permiltees 

----
17 Trees In accordance vvith the City's Climate Action Plan, 

District and Department staff will seek to add 
trees to the joint use arecJ without compromising 
public safely or the recreational value of lhe Field 
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Petition To: San Diego F~ecmalion Council 
CURIE ELEMENTAf~Y SCHOOL 
JOINT USE FIELD 

Background: 
Curie Elementary School has been approved for funding for field upgrnde th rough San 
Diego Unified. The current plan is to have a .Joint Use Field created where the current 
dirt field is located. The local community raised concerns (e.g., safety, locking gales, 

bathrooms, trash, vagrancy). San Diego Parks and i<ecreation Department, San Diego 
Unified, and Curie Elementary came together to create a plan that addressed concerns 
(e.g., park closed before school, security cameras, play equipment on Curie Property, 

parking spaces, dog bags, MORE TREES, restrictions on group size/events). The park 
li€Js fgn lnclucles grassy area, traclc, trees, and most importantly a place for our 

children to play where they do not come home with gravel in their s~dnned knees, 
where they can run without breathing in dust clouds, and where lhoy can sit in tho 
slwclo of treos. Hight now, our children's choices arc b!aclctop or dirt. Please r.ion 

below to show your support in creating a Joint Use Field at our school. 

Printed Name 



Printed Name Email Address Si nature 
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Jan 1-luclson 
5121 Del Mar MesD Rel. San Diego, CA. 92130 

Board Members: 

I have lived on Del Mar Mesa for 31 years and have been involved in 
planning and land use since 1988. I am the founding chair of the Del 
Mar Mesa Planning Board, chaired the board for 8 years and served 
on the board as a member for many more. 

Your decision in April to reinstate the name, Del Mar Mesa 
Neighborhood was appropriate. 

Del Mar Mesa is a unique community within the city limits. Why? 
Because it's a rural pocket surrounded by suburbia. Unlike other 
developing areas, represented _by primarily developers, dozens of 
landowners, large and small are represented . 

In 1988 we undertook the long and complex process to form a 
community planning board and then write the Del Mar Mesa Specific 
Plan, which is our binding official document. It took several years ---
hundreds of hours of meetings to reach consensus-residents, 
developers and the city -- on the plan. 

Development of the north city was happening fast. A handfu l of us 
recognized we needed to work with developers to ensure that Del 
Mar Mesa's unique and sensi tive habitat was protected , whi le sti ll 
allowing for responsible development. 

I am sure you all have experience wi th planning bureaucracy. 
Imagine trying to reach consensus on a community plan with such a 
diverse group. It was a herculean effort. The minutiae was 
overwhelming, the detail overwhelming . Especially for residents like 
us , new to the process. 

Elizabeth Rabbitt played no part in any of this despite repeated efforts 
on my part asking for help. 

This background is important because it is central to the issue of our 
park name. 



My n;irnr~ ir, Ginny l)arnc s. I served on the Park & Hecrea ti on Board for 12 years and was J lounu ing 

member o f the Carmel Valley Recrea tion Council serving for wel l over 20 years. I chJi recJ the rark 

design commit tee for the recreat ion council during the time that the Del Mt1r MesiJ Neighborhood Pilrk 

was in the development stcJge throuch the approval of its' General Development Pli:ln and naming; Del 

M ar Mesa Neighborhood Park. 

I googled Historical Sign ificance and found the foll owing: Five Traits for De termining His torical 

Signi fica nce. 

I wou ld hope that you would use this guide as you discuss Bo;ird Policy lOOl's requirement of 

"historical significance." 

A little history lesson, Balboa Park was not named after l(a te Sessions who contributed largely to the 

beautification of the park then known as "City Park" . 

It was after months o f discussion and great public interest, the Park Commissioners decided on the 

name Balboa Park, chosen in honor of Spanish-born Vasco Nunez de Balboa, the first European l o spot 

the Paci fic Ocean w hile on exploration in Panama ... historically significant. 

A neighborhood park was name after Kate Sessions after she passed away in 1940 .... she is historically 

sign ific;:mt. 

This past December a park in Linda Vista was named after Vietnam M edal of Honor Recipien tJohn P. 

Baca who grew up down the stree t. Huntington Beach, a city in Orange County where Mr. Baca used 

to live, also named a park after him. A Camp Pendleton Post Office also bears his name ... .. as a Medal of 

Honor Recipient he is historica lly significant. 

High schoo l teacher Sharon Christa M cAuliffe was the first American civilian selected to go into space . 

She died in the explosion of the space shuttle 'Challenger' in 1986. Mira Mesa· is home to Christa 

McAu liffe Neighborhood Park ... histor ica lly significant. 

Charles L Lewis Ill lived in San Diego for more than 32 ye Jrs and committed to ensuring that the 

residents of the Fourth Council District shared in the Ci ty of San Diego's success, economic prosperity 

and community pride. Charles played a key role in a number of projects including the establishment of 

more than 23 neighborhood counci ls in the 41
h Council District. In his last year, he was involved in the 

restorati on of Chollas Creek; the implementation of the San Diego Graffiti Strike Force; beautification 

of commu niti es by plnnting trees to enhance neighborhoods in the 4th District; the implementation in 

support of the 4th Distr ict Youth Advisory Board and the creation of the Filipino American Advisory 

Board .... He left his mark on San Diego and is histo rica lly significant. 

In closing, please keep the name Del Mar Mesa Neighborhood Park, as Elizabeth Rabbit is not a 

historically significant individual. No supporting documents have been provided to identify her 

historical significa nce . She is a grea t neighbor and friend which is important. Follow the poli cy and 

name a fa cility in the park after her, just not the park. 

Thank you ! 



SUBJECr: 

BACKGROUND: 

PURPOSE: 

POLlCY: 

PROCEDURE: 

SUBSTANTIATION: 

PARK AND RECREATIQN BOARD POLICY 

Naming of Parks and Recreat_[on Facilities 

No. 1001 
(Revised 11/15/01) 

The public sometimes suggests that parks and recreation facilities 
be named after persom, living or dead. 

To provide a systematic procedure for the naming of parks and 
recreat.ion facilities which will assist in their location by the 
citizenry, and to develor, a method for the retention of.na.mes of 
historical or fiscal signi5cance. 

As a general policy, parks and recreation facilities should be named 
to identify their lbcaUons. Especially"for_parlcs, the name of the 
commt,.1nity area, the names· of.nearby geographic features, the 

_ names of adjacent schools and street names should b.e given first 
consideration. · However, they.-may also be named for individuals, 
Jiving or-dead, who are of historical:significance to the local area or 
who have made major financial contributions in -the opinion of the 
appropriate.Recreation· Councils and/or other advisocy,bodies, 
Board committees and the full ·Board. Facilities within_pnrks, 
(such as buildings, gyrns;.courts, .etc.),are·more·appropriate for 
naming after-individuals than are parks, 

Renaming a fac;ility for a person, when that facility is already .. 
named.for a person, should only be undertaken w..ith,the·utmost ... 
consideration. Every attempt should be made to contact the person 
or heirs of the person for whom the facility is currently named, to 
present their views .verbally, or in writing, at a pi1blic hearing. 

The Recreation Council effected by the proposed name chnnge, 
shall hold a public hearing to review the request and the supporting 
documents and information, .and shall make recommendations to 
the Area Committees and the Park and Re¢reation Boatd on any 
and all recommended changes to the renaming of existing facilities. 

?ark and Recreation .Board Ivlinutes of 6/16/83 (pag~ 2469) 
Park and Recreation Board Minutes of November 15, 2001 (page 
4). 



Five Traits for· Determining Ilistorical Significance 

-----·-- - ------ ----------------- -

J. Importance: 

2. Profundity: 

Refers to wlwt was co11siclered or primary inrluence or 
concern lo those who lived the event, irrespective of 
whether thci r j uclgmen ts about the i mportancc of the 
event was subsequently shown to be justified. Key 
import~1nce questions include: Who were/have been 
affected by the event? Why was it important to them ? 
How were people's Ii ves affected? 

Refers to how deeply people were/have been affected 
by the event. Key profundity questions include: Was 
the event superficial or deeply affecting? How were 
people's Ii ves affected? 

~-------+------ - - - --- - -------------- --
Refers to the number of people affected by the event. 
Key quantity question include: Did the event affect 
many, cveryone,just a few? 3. Quantity: 

4. Durability: 

Refers to how long were people affected by the event. 
Key durabil ity questions include: How durable was the 
event in time? Was the event lasting or only 
ephemeral? 

------ Refers to the extent to which the event has contributed 
to historical understandin g or meaning-making 
supported by evidence . Comparisons and analogies are 

· more complex and lead to better appreciation of the 

5. Relevance: past. Key relevance questions include: Is the event 
relevant to our understanding of the past and/or 
present? Does the event have a sense or signification to 

' ) us. 

'- --------'- --- - ~-- ---------------·---- - --- - - -
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P&I\ lloarcl /\g_gncJ11 G/21/'IB Item 105.J? .. ~U'iJ_ar Mesa Neigbl>0rlloocl Park 

June 111 , 2018 

Dear Park and Recreation Boa rd Members, 

Elirnbeth Habbitt's advoca tes have written repeatedly that she was a "pioneer" on the mesa, and staff 
reports have repeated this assertion as though it were a fa ct. Park naming guidelines require that claims 
of historica l signi ficance must be researched and documented. Staff cou ld have learned about the real 
pioneers simply by typing Del Mar Mesa Specific Plan into the search box on the City's web site. 

The Specific Plan was approved in 1997, and the "plan context" section is worth read ing because it 
provides a snapshot of the existing and planned development in and around the mesa at the exact time 
when Elizabeth arrived. 

I i t tu_'i)_/y_y__ww.s:.1111 I iizgo .gov /•;it,~~;/{[c} l_a 111 tl filr•'.Jf r·J~:ic y /p f;11111 i11e/co nm1u11i lYLI, ro t ilr~~;/j.lc~lrnill'l l!eSQ/W .. Ub>li1 
nrnntcxl.pdf 

The History section of the Plan is particularly relevant to the "pioneer" characteriza tion: 

DEL MAR MES/\ SPECIFIC PLAN 

- 9 -
2. History 
l li sforical sites within Del Mar Mesa represent components of a forming 
settlement in the late 1800s and early 1900s. Visual reminders of the former 
agricultural settlement include remnants o f eucalyp ti1s groves ·and scatters or 
surface artifacts. Although farmsteads were widely spaced throughout thi s nrea, 
the early settlers shared community interests based on social and economic 
endeavors. Cnrmel Valley provided the muin avenue of travel and trnnsporlation 
to Del Mar, which was the nearest community. With completion of a railway 
passing through Del Mrir in the early 1880s, the local formers were provided with 
a means of lnmsporting goods to a broader mnrket limn that offered by sea 
transport. 
The 1884 United States Geological Survey ( USGS) map reveals that much or the 
land adjacent lo and within Del Mar Mesa was owned by members of the 
McGonigle family. Buildings and fi.:atures associated with the McGoniglcs 
include a house, cabin, fence, field and county road. Ev idence of ndclitional 
settkmcnt by 1891 is provided by school records nvni lnblc for the years I 891 
through 1910. Certain liun ily names that appear consistently in the Soledad 
District records during the early years nre Knccktcl, Niemnn (aka Ncimann nnd 
Niemann), Barnhardt, Rimbach, Mecklcnseck, Davies and Ginter. With scvcrnl 
except ions, the loca tion or dwellings associated with these famili es has 1101 been 
determined. 
The Knecktel , Mecklenst:ck and Neimnnn fomil ies proved to be long-term 
residents of the urea . Al l were assrn:iall:d with fo rming act ivi ties in Shaw Valley 



and 011 I )d Mm Mesa. 'J'hn.:c general ions ol' K neck tels ha ve f:11rned Carm el 
Val ley and Slimv Valley and scvcrnl memhcrs ol'thc family continue to livt: in the 
area . The Mecklcnsccks lill'lncd land in Shaw Yallcy and un the mcsa. J\s with 
other forirn.:rs in tht.: arca, they practiced dry f:1r111i11 g and in later years had an egg 
business which remained in operation until I <J}·M . Tile Ncinwnns built their Imm<.: 
on Del /\ti.tr Mesa in 1895. They were among the lirst in this area to plant orchards 
on their farmstead. J\ 1928 aerial photograph depicts the orchards to the north and 
northwest ol' a complex of buildings. The Neimann horn <.: remains intact as a 
component of the Carmel Valley Ranch. 
In the 1950s, there appears to have been a bricl' endeavor to establish communal 
living on Del Mar Mesa. Also, during th<.: 1950s, the City ol'San Diego developed 
a program, in concert with lnndownt:rs, to build dams to reduec flooding in 
Cannt:I Valley. Many of' the dams have since been destroyed. 111 the I %Os and 
I 970s, the general area attracted a number ol' horst: forms which are now wt:11 
established. 

Of course, the history of Del Mar Mesa extends beyond the 1970s, when grad students, post-docs and 
teachers from the newly built UCSD and the Salk Institute moved into the old 1950s houses and very 

· much enjoyed roaming the countryside and keep ing anima ls including goats and chickens. M y husband 
and I lived there too, and ou r eccentric landlord, who lived next door, kept a very loud donkey as a 
wa tchdog. However, we would have been embarrassed to call ourselves "pioneers," knowing that 

generations of families had preceded us and made it possible for us to live there. 

Please respect the real history of the mesa. Other than streets and trails, there is only one public fa cili ty 
naming opportunity on Del Mar Mesa. The park's 2005 original name, De l Mar Mesa Neighborhood 

Pa rk, acknowledges and honors ALL of the neighbors, past, present and future. 

Sincerely, 

Anne Harvey, retired 20-year member of tl1e Carmel Valley Commun ity Planning Board and the originr1I 

Adjacent Communities Representative on the Del Mar Mesa Community Planning Board 

3950 Arroyo Sorrento Road 

San Diego, CA 92130 

858-481-4280 



To: The City of San Diego Park and Hecre;ilion Boarc.J 

Re: St.itement on Acenda item "Henaming of Elizabeth Rabbit P.irk" Item 105, June 21, 2018 Meeting 
Attn: Kathy Ruiz and other attending board members 

As you on this Board know, volunteer service is a coinmitment of time and energy that is not glamorous 
or financially compensa ted. You won't win a popularity contest. That is not why you do it. 

Se rving your city involves poring over dry Environmental Studies and writing responses; sitting at the 
negotiating table trying to reconcile passionate opposing interests; spending untold hours in City 

Counci l, Planning Commission & Coastal Commission hearings; processing hours of numbing testimony. 

And so you will understand how discournging it is to have the very neighbors who benefit from such an 
effort denigrate the work, and in some cases use bullying tactics, in public meetings, on line, and in the 
press, against the people who made their community what it is to make their case. 

In my 30 years of community engagement, no matter how contentious the debate, we found solutions. 

Until now. 

I offer three examples among many: 

Jan Hudson and the first Planning Board struggled among 60 property owners and with the City Planning 
Department to produce a brilliant Speci fi c Plan that controls development in a unique San Diego semi

rural community that hosts recreational enthusiasts from around the city on its t ra ils and open space. 

Many worked among competing interests with the Carmel Valley Park and Recreation Council to 

produce the unique park plan, a nexus destination of public trails, and find a park name acceptable to 

all. Suggestions included Hollywood & Vine, Duck Pond, and Park At The Preserve. No one suggested an 
individual. 

And a lo t of us spent years resolving passionate differences between environmentalists, planners, 
developers, and property owners that lead to a City-wide ballot measure, creating the Pacific Highlands 

Ranch Community Park {Now Solana rlanch Park), Del Mar Mesa and Carmel Moun tain Preserve open 
space parks, and mil es of public hiking, biking & equest rian trails. 

Elizabeth, and likely most if not all, of the supporters of the park name change were not there for any of 

it. 

I have se rved wi th Elizabeth on the Del Mt1r Mesa Planning Board - she has been a diligent and 

enthusiastic member. 

But, I can name many more in this community who have contributed far more, in time and treasure, for 

a lot longer. Some are here today. 

The so lution was always in Eli zabeth's hands. She could have humbly declined and accept an honor 

within the park, like the prominent horse corral at the park entrance . 



She cou ld hove stopped the erosion of our institutions as one long-tim e volunteer arter t1nolher, 

including myself, resigned in the face of our neighbors sustained derision. 

The flawed process, the con tinuing upheavt1I, should not be memorialized in the nume of cJ City Pork. 

Please retain the original park rrnme, Del Mar Mesa Neighborhood Parle 

Respectfully submitted. 

Lisa Ross, Former Chair, Del Mar Mesa Planning Board 

12845 Silver /\cacia Place 

San Diego, CA 92130 

lisa@I isa ross.com 

The Corral at Del Mar Mesa 
Neighborhood Park 



CITY OF SAN Dll·:GO 
PAR!( /\ND IU::CREA'l'I ON llOAIW - I tern l(J:, 
Thursday, June 21, 2018 

I am Gary Levitt & I am a developer and I bought my first property in the DMM Neighborhood in 1999! 

I would like the name of the park to remain DMM Neighborhood Pork. The El izabeth Rabbitt name completely ignores 
the fact thot if it was not for the efforts of many others, DMM would not exist in the way it does today. 
The recognition this honor bestows, is quiet simply DISRESPECTFUL of all the efforts made by others during the 
formation of our Community. 

In 1979 San Diego the entire North-Ci ty was divided into Future Urbanizing Areas. Any development plan required a 
vote by all the citizens of the City. 

DMM was unique. It was the only FUA which did not have one large developer who owned the majority of the land. 
There were over 60 separate owners. In 1994 a Phase shift vote, to allow future development, failed at the polls. If it 
had succeeded DMM today would be no different from any other part of Carmel Va lley. Those were the planning 
concepts then proposed. 

And the reason it failed is because of the passion and efforts of a few of the smaller landowners who were already 
living in DMM. Jan Hudson, Anne Har~ey, Cheryle and Jim Besemer, Remmie Jackson, Robert Loftin all getting 
involved. 

They fought against the eastward expansion of Carmel Valley, and demanded a plan which recognized the uniqueness 
of the ru ral li festyle they had created, with larger lots, trails and protected open space. 

The successfu l efforts of these early residents forced the development interests to work wi th their smaller neighbors 
and the City to cre ate a Specific Plan for the entire neighborhood. 13ut to create this plan took nearly a decade of 
effort, with meetings taking them away from their families or requiring all or some of them to get down to the City to 
defend their perspective. These people are the true pioneers of DMM as we know it today. 

I know, what it took. I saw it first hand, I was there as I was one of those Developers arguing for my interests. Their 
efforts always amazed me and each one of them earned my respect and admiration. That is why I stand before you 
today, absorbing the wrath of my neighbors, risking relat ionships and my ability t o walk in my community without 
being glared at, be ing vilified on neighborhood forums by those who have never met me! 

I do not want to take away from Elizabeth's volunteer efforts. As you all know volun teerism is a respected trait and 
one that we all need to cherish and encourage. Yet as the Chair of the Planning Group, I know when Elizabeth got 
involved. It was 2009 when she first joined. This was fifteen years after the failed Phase Shift vote, fifteen years after 
that core group of owners started meeting with City staff, fifteen years of fighting to keep the ci ty focused, fifteen 
years of development interests promising the wor ld, fifteen years making sure the developers understood the 
found ers' expectations. Fifteen years of the time away from fami ly at meetings down at City Hall or in the evenings in 
t he community. Fifteen years of commitment to building a very special community, before Elizabeth elected to get 
involved I Fifteen Yea rs of Heavy Lifting·was already done! 

The fun part of creating a special community has been led by Elizabeth. No one is denying this. But this effort does not 
come close to meeting the requiremen ts to award this sort of honor as laid out in City Policy. 

Unfortunately, as these real pioneers stepped back from their efforts, they rea lized that others would step forward to 
pick up the effort it ta kes to create such a special community, but they never anticipated thJ t no one would even 
bother to ask them for their opinion before Re-naming the only Park in the Community, and that City staff would not 
bother to contact any of them, or even to a~k the City planning staff members involved in the process, to verify the 
claims made by others. It is the Parks Dept who has most let our community down! 

I 
I 
I 



6-21-18 

To: The City of· San Diego Park ,md Hecrcation Ooard 

Attn.: l<athy f'{uiz and other nttending board rncrnlJers 

Re: Agenda item "f'{enarning of Elizabeth f'{abbit Pc.1rk" on June 21, 2018 

From: Cheryle 13eserner, long-time resident of Ca rmel Valley t1nd Del Mar Mcs.i 

Dear Board Members, 

To begin with, I a,n adamantly against naming the Del Mar Mesa Community Pa rk of ter Elirnbeth Rabbit. 

It is ludicrous fo r several important reason:.. 

" The San Diego Park and necreation lloard's own policy states tht1t facilities like porks should 

first be named to identify the communi_ty area, the names of nearby geographic features, or 

adjacent schools and streets. 

11 Your own policy says that pt1rks can be named after a person, living or deud, if that person is of 

"historica l significa nce to the aren." (Facilities within the park, i.e ., gardens, founta ins, et c., c1 re 

more appropriately named ofter inclividu~ls, not the entire community 's rilrk.) 

"' In considering naming a city asset after an Individual, that person should have made "sustained 

and lasting" contributions to the City of Snn Diego, the State or the U.S. 

I would like to give you my personal input on the above 3 issues. 

First, "Elizabeth Rabbit Neighborhood Parle" absolutely DOES NOT represent the geographical are.i, its 

features, or names of nearby streets or schools. There is -- so far -- no Elizabeth Rabbit Mesa, El izabeth 

Habbit IVlesa Road o r Elizabeth f'{abbit school. This park is for the whole of Del Mar Mesa, Carmel Valley 

and other adjacent areas and troils. We all live on De l Mar Mesa on Del Mar Meso f'{oad. We lrnve a 

community planning board named Del IVla r Mesa Community Planning 130<1rd. It 's reco[jnizable to 

everyone. It 's a community that MEETS ALL crUTrnlA o f the first of your policies listed above. 

Secondly, nothing personal, I.Jut El izabeth Rabbit is no way, no how, anything even close to being 

"histo rically significant" to Del Mar Mesa or any other part of C:mnel Valley. Calling her that is the most 

inappropriate, uneducated, misguided part of her nearby neighbors' cli:llms thc1t she is a "pioneer." She 

moved on the rnesc1 in 1995, some 30-~0 years after severt1I of us who still live up here. I actually knew 
several o f the real pioneers of this area -- the Stephens, the Knechtels ;ind the Neimanns. Comparing 

nabbit to any of them is absurd. Dating b<1clc to the late 1800s, these families' contriuutions in 

homesteading, forming and ranching made this area the unique, spcci,11 plil cc that it still Is. 

Today, you c1re going to hear from many adoring, comrnitte.cl and passionate friends of Eliz.ibeth. I am 

lwppy that her neighbors respect her so much and thnt they ,ill get along so well. 
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Mostly, I undcrsta11tl, it's bec.JUse she has let them pct her anim;i ls anti/or ride her horses over the rast 

few years. That does m ake her a fun neighbor, but it DOES NOT constitute giving "sustti ined a11d 

lasting" contributions to this City, the State or the Country. It just makes her a very popular person in 

her immediate neighborhood, a sort of prom queen of the east end. Oeing admired by you r neighbors ls 

a good thing, but don't blow it ridiculously out of prorortion by giving her name to a citywide, 

community-wide nsset that she had little to no part in designing. 

There is another negat ive aspect to naming this pml< after Rabbit. It is absolutely dismissive to ull other 

indivldtrnls and areas of the mesa. As stated before, the Rabbit love fest is mainly on the furthest, east 

portion of our mesa. The ove rall acreilge cons litutes a MUCH larger area than just their neighborhood 

out there. Their attitude that they .are either more important, more specia l or more ent itled than the 

rest of us up here is divisive, arrogant and narcissistic. I've lived in the t1rea since 1968 ilnd in no wny 

co nsider myself to be t1 pioneer. She should be embarrassed to allow herself to be cnlled thut. 

Please do the right thing tod.iy no matter how rnany of Elizabeth 's c1dmirers you listen to. Stick wi th the 

correct decision you made in Apri l. Those of us against miming the park for her are a minority here, yes. 

13ut we are confident that we are in the right ilccording to your own policies and beciluse naming it Del 

Mar Mesa Community Park is far more descriptive, accurate and Inclusive than the alternative. 

Thank you, 

Cheryle Besemer 

My History: I was a founding member of the Del Mar M esa Community Planning noard and its first 

secretary. l moved to the Robert Stephens Ranch w ith my parents in 1968, when it was still a rural part 

of Del Mar. It was a working cattle ranch at the time. My father leased 15 acres from Stephens and built 

a well-respected, horse-boarding operation with more t han 100 heild of horses. He t1lso ran a Qut11ter 

Horse breeding operation that hild the top stallion in the U.S. t here at the ranch. We lived in the white 

house at the bottom of the hill, built by the Sisters of Mercy in 1905. (It is historically significant.) 

Frank l<nechtel, a friend, neighbor and one of the area's true pioneers also leased land from Stephens 

to dry-farm limil beans where it is now the Grc1nd golf course, hotc~I ilnd club, as well as the entire 

Palacio development. Once a year, ufter the harvest, t he clescendents of the original farmers in the 

<1rea would have a party at the Stephen's ranch to serve us all roasted pork and huge pots of delicious 

lima beans. Frank's grandfather, Anton, is buried on the mesa west or Cc1rmel Country Road. 

(Historically sign ificant.) 

In the early 1970s, my father bought 7 contiguous c1cres on the west end of t he rnes.i. In 1976, my 

parents and both of my brothers and fam ilies built 3 homes up here. My husband nnd I lived in the S

acre property next door, which my oldest brother owned. (It is now the ranch belonging to Dione 

l(orsch.) In the early '80s, my husband bui lt us ;i house on an adjoining acre to my fother's property. We 

have been here ever since. 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 



Why Elizabeth Habbill Deserves to Have Her Name On The Plaque 

Ms. f={abbitt is an 011'1'~·.;tanding member of our cornmunity - she 

brings the neighborhoucl together. As one of thc:? initial ·few residents 

of the area, she has been instrumental in brinqing the community 

feeling to the Del M c: tr 1\/lesa. Without her efforts it would have 

turned into yet anothc:r urban community. H(~r house is always 

open for Hie comrnunity, r:,pecially children. Earlier this month, she 

hosted 50·+ children ol the Alta Del Mar community. With 

generosity, she opened her house to us ancl allowed us to pick 

fruits from her garden. 11·1ave lived in Del Mar Mesa for 4 years and 

no one has s~1own ::-:;o rnuch hospitality in l1osting children. Many 

have contributed in rnal<ing Del Mar Mesa what it is, but she is 

easi ly one of the mo::;I. contributing residents going extra mile, her 

efforts have given Del lVlar Mesa the "horne1

' feelino . If anyone's 

nan1e should go on 1hat plaque, it deserves to be Mrs. Rabbitt's. 

Written by Del Mar 1\/lo~.:;a F~esident kid . 

14 year old. 




