
 
DATE ISSUED: March 4, 2016  REPORT NO: 101 
 
ATTENTION: Park and Recreation Board 
 Agenda of March 17, 2016    
 
SUBJECT: General Development Plan for Pacific Highlands Ranch Community Park and 

Recreation Building 
 
SUMMARY 

 
Issue – Should the Park and Recreation Board approve the General Development Plan (GDP) for 
Pacific Highlands Ranch Community Park and Recreation Building? 
 
Director’s Recommendation – Approve the General Development Plan (GDP) for Pacific 
Highlands Ranch Community Park and Recreation Building. 
 
Other Recommendations – The following groups have reviewed and approved the proposed 
project.  Recommendations made by the Advisory Committee are listed under Discussion below. 
 

 Pacific Highlands Ranch Community Park Advisory Committee (6-0-0) on 
January 14, 2016. 

 Carmel Valley Recreation Council (10-0-0) on March 1, 2016. 
 

Fiscal Impact – The estimated total project cost for the design and construction of the 
Community Park and Recreation Building is approximately $27,236,000.   
 
Per an agreement scheduled to be entered into between the City of San Diego and the developer, 
Pardee Homes, in April of 2016, the developer will be reimbursed for the acquisition and 
development of the park, including the design and construction of the project.  The project is 
referenced therein as Project No. P-3.1, Pacific Highlands Ranch Community Park and 
Recreation Building, in accordance with the Pacific Highlands Ranch Public Facilities Financing 
Plan (PFFP).   
 
On December 8, 2015 the City Council adopted the 2016 Pacific Highlands Ranch PFFP and 
Facilities Benefit Assessment (FBA), and in particular, adopted the Financing Plan for Fiscal 
Year 2016.  The Financing Plan includes Project No. P-3.1, Pacific Highlands Ranch 
Community Park and Recreation Building and includes a total cost estimate of $40,000,000 for 
the project, $27,236,000 of which is to fund design and construction for this project. 
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Water and Energy Conservation Status – The proposed Pacific Highlands Ranch Community 
Park and Recreation Building will comply with all water and energy conservation guidelines 
contained in Council Policy 200-14. 
 
Environmental Status - An Environmental Impact Report, EIR NO. 96-7918, which included the 
project, was prepared and considered for the Pacific Highlands Ranch Subarea III, and was 
certified on July 29, 1998 by Resolution No. R-290520.  During project construction, the 
developer shall be responsible for complying with all the environmental requirements contained 
therein and with all related laws and regulations pursuant to State CEQA Guidelines. 

 
BACKGROUND  
 

This developer built turnkey project provides for the design and construction of an 
approximately thirteen (13) acre community park and a seventeen thousand (17,000) square foot 
recreation center adjacent to Pacific Trails Middle School and Canyon Crest Academy located 
on Village Center Loop Road in the Pacific Highlands Ranch community, within Council 
District 1.  Proposed improvements include the recreation Center, a multi-purpose turf field with 
one backstop and sports field lighting, two basketball courts, children’s play areas, pedestrian 
plaza, skate plaza, parkour course, pump track, dog off leash area, walkways, site furnishings, 
security lighting, landscaping, irrigation, drainage, ADA compliant accessibility and other 
typical park amenities 
 
This project will contribute to satisfying the population-based park acreage requirements found 
in the City’s General Plan for the Pacific Highlands Ranch community.  

 
DISCUSSION 
  

On January 14, 2016, the Pacific Highlands Ranch Community Park Advisory Committee for the 
Carmel Valley Recreation Council voted unanimously to recommend approval of the GDP for 
Pacific Highlands Ranch Community Park and Recreation Building (6-0-0) with the following 
recommendations: 
 

 Provide an area for seating at the pump track; consider using slope for informal seating.  
Rotate wall counter-clockwise or design the pump track right up to the edges to avoid 
“dead areas”. 

 Avoid openings at the top of the tall play structures (i.e. climbing wall to top of platform 
with no grab bar).  Study play area carefully for safety. Climbing wall would be 
acceptable. 

 Provide smaller “rooms” with dead ends into the design for the play garden. 
 The “signature” shade structure should be a “stage” with no furniture in the center and it 

should be at grade with adjacent field, not raised or blocked off. 
 Move some benches on the north edge of the loop walk to the decomposed granite trail. 
 Provide picnic tables in the landscape area at the front of the park by Village Center Loop 

Road and possibly at the pump track and the dog park. 
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The park is designed to facilitate community gathering, encourage social interaction, and offer the community a diverse 
and unique blend of recreational amenities.  The central promenade functions as an extension of the Village Center and 
draws visitors into the park.  An entry garden, discovery play garden, parkour area, children’s play areas, and informal 
turf picnic area are located in the heart of the park and offer a wide variety of recreational opportunities.
A 17,000 S.F. recreation building is located on the southwestern edge of the central promenade offering opportunities 
for athletic and community-based functions in the central gymnasium, separate multi-purpose building, and large 
fl exible outdoor courtyard.  The promenade opens to a 5 acre multi-purpose turf fi eld which is anchored on the north 
by a signature shade structure and stage, and a full size softball fi eld on the south.  A 1/2 mile loop pathway connects 
the amenities around the fi eld and provides access to the dog park and pump track on the southern edge of the park.  
The park embraces the walkable nature of the community and utilizes joint-use parking at the adjacent school sites to 
minimize the need for on-site parking.
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TILE WALL FINISH 
COLOR: GRAY / WHITE
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STANDING SEAM METAL ROOFING 
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PACIFIC HIGHLANDS RANCH COMMUNITY PARK

Masonry site wall with textured  nish or decorative CMU block Cobble and vegetated treatment basin

PARK

VILLAGE
CENTER

Central promenade connection to Village Center Stormwater catchment feature at courtyard

DESIGN INSPIRATION

FITNESS NODES

PARK CHARACTER TREATMENT BASINPARK CHARACTERSTORMWATER FEATURE

BASKETBALL

Basketball with “Goose Neck” basketball set by P.D. Play 

Smooth stucco site walls along central promenade 

Rustic style timber  tness equipment

CHARACTER IMAGE BOARD

SIGNATURE SHADE STRUCTURE SIGNATURE SHADE STRUCTURE

Prefabricated 25’ x 45’ steel structure with standing seam metal butter  y 
roof

Decomposed granite surfacing with trees and benches

DOG PARKPUMP TRACK

Pump track with concrete surfacing

Prefabricated 20’ x 40’ steel structure with standing seam metal roof

PROMENADE SHADE STRUCTURE

Outdoor parkour equipment

PARKOUR

Concrete skate plaza

SKATE PLAZA

Prefabricated 25’ x 60’ steel structure with standing seam metal butter  y roof
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PACIFIC HIGHLANDS RANCH COMMUNITY PARK

Double grill with built-in hot coal container by Outdoor Creations

Powercoated metal bike rack by Reliance Foundry, color black

Rope climbing structure Net climbing structure

CHILDREN’S PLAY

BARBECUE AND HOT COAL CONTAINER

BIKE RACK DRINKING FOUNTAIN

CHILDREN’S PLAY

High-low drinking fountain with doggie bowl by Haws. Color: Black

PLAY GARDEN

Freestanding play elements in play garden

CHARACTER IMAGE BOARD

SPORT COURT LIGHTINGPEDESTRIAN LIGHTING SPORT FIELD LIGHTING

High performance, full cutoff LEDPedestrian pole down light. Color: Black. LED sports  eld lighting

Freestanding play elements in play gardenCurvilinear pathways through play garden area

PLAY GARDEN PLAY GARDEN

Biggo swing by Dynamo Playgrounds

SWINGS

Natural grey concrete with acid etch  nish

PEDESTRIAN PAVING

Integral color concrete, Davis color ‘Harvest Gold’

ACCENT PAVING

Decomposed granite, ‘California Gold’ with steel edging

STABILIZED DECOMPOSED GRANITE
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PACIFIC HIGHLANDS RANCH COMMUNITY PARK
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Fox Tail Agave
Agave attenuata

Blue Chalksticks
Senecio serpens

Bougainvillea spp. New Zealand Flax
Phormium tenax

Toyon
Heteromeles arbutifolia 

Dwarf Coyote Bush
Baccharis pilularis ‘Pigeon Point’

Red Yucca 
Hesperaloe parvifl ora

California Gray Rush
Juncus patens

Seaside Daisy
Erigeron glaucus

California Field Sedge
Carex praegracilis

Chinese Flame Tree
Koelreuteria bipinnata

Chinese Elm
Ulmus parvifolia

California Coffeeberry
Rhamnus californica `Eve Case`

San Diego Marsh Elder
Iva hayesiana
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African Sumac
Rhus lancea

Engelmann Oak
Quercus engelmannii

Botanical Name
Jacaranda mimosifolia
Koelreuteria bipinnata 
Lagerstroemia indica
Tabebuia impetiginosa
Ulmus parvifolia

Botanical Name
Arbutus marina
Chilopsos linearis
Cinnamomum camphora
Olea europaea ‘ Swan Hill’
Quercus engelmannii 
Pinus eldarica
Prunus illicifolia
Rhus lancea 
Tipuana tipu
Tristania conferta

Botanical Name
Carex spp.
Erigeron glaucus
Eschscholzia californica
Iva hayesiana  
Juncus acutus
Juncus patens
Muhlenbergia rigens

Botanical Name
Cercis occidentalis
Platanus racemosa

Botanical Name
Abutilon palmeri
Agave shawii
Arctostaphylos densifl ora ‘Howard McMinn’
Baccharis pilularis ‘Pigeon Point’
Dendromecon harfordii
Gambelia speciosa ‘Firecracker’
Heteromeles arbutifolia
Hesperaloe parvifl ora
Muhlenbergia rigens
Rhamnus californica ‘Eve Case’
Rhus integrifolia
Salvia L. ‘Point Sal’s Spreader’
Yucca whipplei

Botanical Name
Agave attenuata  
Agave americana
Aloe striata
Bouganvillea spp.
Carex pansa
Chamaerops humilis 
Cistus x purpureus 
Ceanothus spp.
Dasylirion wheeleri
Deschampsia cespitosa
Dietes bicolor

Botanical Name
Hebe ‘Coed’
Leptospermum scoparium
Metrosideros spp.
Muhlenbergia rigens
Phormium tenax
Rosmariunus offi cinalis
Rhaphiolepis indica 
Salvia leucantha ‘Santa Barbara’
Senecio mandraliscae 

Common Name 
Jacaranda
Chinese Flame Tree 
Crape Myrtle
Pink Trumpet Tree
Chinese Elm

Common Name
Marina Strawberry Tree
Desert Willow
Camphor Tree
Fruitless Olive
Engelman  Oak 
Afghan Pine
Hollyleaf Cherry
African Sumac
Tipu
Brisbane Box

Common Name 
Sedge
Seaside Daisy
California Poppy
S.D. Marsh Elder
Spiny Rush 
California Gray Rush 
Deer Grass 

Common Name 
Western Redbud
California Sycamore

Common Name
Indian Mallow
Coastal Agave
Manzanita
Dwarf Coyote Brush
Island Bush Poppy
Firecracker Island Bush Snapdragon
Toyon
Red Yucca
Deer Grass
California Coffeeberry
Lemonade Berry
Prostrate Purple Sage
Our Lord’s Candle

PERIMETER PLANTING SUCH AS:

ENTRY AND ACCENT PLANTING SUCH AS:

PROMENADE TREES SUCH AS:LANDSCAPE TREES SUCH AS:

TURFTREATMENT BASIN PLANTING SUCH AS:

BASIN TREES SUCH AS:

Common Name   
Agave
Century Plant 
Coral Aloe 
Bougainvillea
Dune Sedge 
Mediterranean Fan Palm 
Rock Rose 
California Lilac
Desert Spoon
Tufted Hair Grass 
Fortnight Lily 

Common Name   
Coed Hebe
New Zealand Tea Tree 
Pohutukawa
Deer Grass 
New Zealand Flax 
Upright Rosemary 
Indian Hawthorn 
Santa Barbara Sage
Blue Chalk Sticks

Common Name 
GN-1 hybrid Bermuda
Overseed with ‘Turf Star’ Rye @ 5lbs./1000 sf

PLANT IMAGE BOARD
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Pacific Highlands Ranch Community Park 
General Development Plan (GDP) Development

Outreach
Extensive outreach to the community, City Council Representative, 
Recreation Council Chair, and posting at the Carmel Valley Rec. Center.  
Additional outreach included:

• Initial noticing of the entire PHR community (over 2000 households)
• Door Hanger
• Mailed Notice

• Mailed notices to 229 residents (within 300’ radius) for all Sub-
Committee meetings and the final Recreation Council meeting

• Email distribution to over 200 residents for all Sub-Committee meetings 
and the final Recreation Council meeting

• Active project website

• Advertisement placed in local paper to notice meetings 

Pacific Highlands Ranch Community Park



Pacific Highlands Ranch Community Park 
General Development Plan (GDP) Development

Sub-committee meetings to date
• September 30, 2015 – Introduction and establishing guiding principals
• October 13, 2015 – Finalize program and design direction
• October 27, 2015 – Community Building focus
• November 10, 2015 – Park and building design alternatives
• December 8, 2015 – Draft GDP and building design
• January 14, 2016 – Sub-committee, Unanimous approval

Carmel Valley Recreation Council
• September 1, 2015 established Sub-committee 
• January 5, 2016 information only presentation
• February 2, 2016 – Unanimous informal vote of approval
• March 1, 2016 – Unanimous official vote of approval  

Request for final approval  
• Park and Recreation Board, March 17, 2016 

Pacific Highlands Ranch Community Park



Pacific Highlands Ranch Community Park

Joint-use facilities

97 joint use 
parking spaces

95 joint use 
parking spaces

Joint use lighted 
field and track  



13.5 Acres





Lighted Athletic Field
690 ft. x 341-362 ft.

5.46 acres





Off-Leash Dog Park
225ft. x 155 ft.
.86 acre

Off Leash Dog Park



140 ft. x 120 ft.
.37 acre

Concrete Pump Track

Concrete Bicycle Pump Track



2 Lighted Basketball Courts



Design aligns with village 
commercial center 
promenade



Play

Children’s Play
342 ft. x 82 ft.
.64 acre



Play

Parkour

5-12 Age Play

2-5 Age Play

Exploratory “Play Garden”



Parkour

Parkour

5-12 Age Play

2-5 Age Play

Exploratory “Play Garden”



Play



Flexible Turf, Picnic Shelter and Water Quality Basin

Flexible turf space
209 ft. x 82 ft.
.39 acre

Stormwater 
Basin



Play

Decomposed 
granite entry court



Shade Structures



Skate Plaza
117 ft. x 65 ft.
7,600 sq. ft.



Perimeter trails 
with picnic tables, 
benches and 
fitness nodes



Site Furnishings









Recreation Center



Recreation Center
Floor Plan



enlarged floor plan- Gymnasium
Recreation Center



enlarged floor plan- Multi-Purpose Spaces
Recreation Center



section thru gymnasium
Recreation Center



Roof Materials
Concept

Tile Roof Edge Clay Tile Roofing Standing Seam Metal Roofing

Timber Framed Roof Structure Timber Framed Roof Structure

Recreation Center



overview
Recreation Center



view from entry drive
Recreation Center



view from north-west side of promenade
Recreation Center



Pacific Highlands Ranch Community Park
view from sport fields
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