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Park and Recreation Board 
Agenda of April 21, 2016 

REPORT NO: 102 

A Request for "Joe Schloss Way" Naming at Morley Field 

~ - Should tlne Balboa Park Committee recommend approval of the naming of 
"Joe Schloss Way'' in the Morley Field area of Balboa Parlk? 

Director's Recommendation - In accordance with Park and't Recreation Board Policy 
No. 1001, the Department does not have a recommendation for the naming of "Joe 
Schloss Way.,, 

Other Recommendations - The following groups have reviewed and considered the 
proposed project Actions taken and recommendations made by these groups are 
listed under Discussion below. 

ai OlOl February 3, 2016, the Balboa Park/Morley Field Recreation Council voted to provide a 
letter of support to approve tlhe naming of the un-named parlk road at the Morley Field 
Sports Complex ''Joe Schloss Way." 
The motion carrried 10 ayes, o nays, 1 ab.stention. 

(IJ On April 7, 2016, the Balboa lParlk Committee voted in ,support of naming the park road at 
the Morley Field Spods Complex <1Joe Schloss Way." 
The motfton carried 7 ayes, o nays, 2 abstentions. 

Fiscal Impact - The City Streets Division of Public Works will fabricate and install a 
street sign at the inters,ection of Jacaranda Place and the proposed "Joe Schloss Way" 
alt a cost of $240. 

Environmental "'" This activity is categorically exempt under CEQA pursuant to State 
CEQA Guidelines, Section 15301, Existing Facilities, 

BACKGROUND 

Morley Field is located on the East Mesa of Balboa Park. The Morley Field! area In.as been 
developed as a sports complex over the decades, starting wii:h the Bud Kearns Pool in the 
193o>s. Morley Field c11.11Crenltly contains il:he pool, tennis courts, lbaseball/multi-purpose 
fields, a velodrome, archery range, bocce courts and disc golf course, and is host to cross­
country nJ110tnxng eve1mts. The foaselbaH/muWl-pmrpose fields in their current co1rnfiguration 
were developed! ilfll 11.975, and are home to tlhe Norll:h Park Litil:le lLeague. 
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There elCists ill1l fl:he Morley Field area of Balboa Park a segment of urnnamed road that lies 
between Jacara111da Drive and the parking loll: east of the baseball/mulU-purpose fields (see 
aUachnnent). This segment of road is considered a park road or access drive, and does not 
appear in the SanGIS geographic information system database. Tlhe road is identified as a 
"resfl:rict,ed road,, iRll the Thomas Guide map book 

The North Park LitUe Le,ague proposes to name this segment of park road ''Joe Schloss Wayl) 
in honor of Mr. Schloss and his contlt'ilbution to tlhe community of North Park Please see the 
attached ,request and brief biography of Mr. Schloss. 

DISCUSSION 

Park arndl Recreation Board Policy No. 1001 addresses the naming of parks and recreation 
fadlifl:ies. The policy ouUines the process for approval a1nd suggests that naming of fadliHes 
wHhftn parlks is preferable to the naming of entire parks. A copy of this policy is attached. 

Per the Park and Recreation Board poHcy, the Balboa Park/Morley Field Recreation Council 
!held a mieeting on February 3, 2016 to consider the naming of the segment ,of park road as 
"Joe Sclhloss Way.» The recreation council voted 10-0-1 in support of the naming, Please see 
tlhe aU:ached letter of support from the Balboa Park/Morley Field Recreatiollll Colllncil. 

The Balboa Park Committee held a meeting on April 71 2016 to consider tlne naming of the 
segment of parlk road as "Joe Schloss Way». The committee voted 7-0-2 in support of the 
naming. Please see attached excerpt from the meeting minutes as tlhe minutes are not 
availallle 1r1or have fl:hey loeen approved yet 

ALTERNATIVE 

Do not recommend approval of the naming of "Joe Schloss Way» in tlhe Morley Field area of 
Bal.lboa lParlk. 

Respectfully submi\l:ted!, 

_ .. --7{) 
.~""""=L---

Herman D. Parker 
Parlk and Recreation Director 

HP/slm 

Susan Lowery-Mehdoza I 
District Manager, Developed Regional Parks 

Attachments: Parlk and Recreation Board Policy No. 1001 

Morley field Graphic 
l\Torrth Park LiUl.e League Proposal 
Balboa Park/Morley Field Recreation CoU1ncil Letter of Support 
Balboa Park Committee Excerpt from 4-7-2016 Meeting Mirrmtes 

cc: CornrncH District 3 Office 

.... 
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SUBJECT: 

· .BACKGROUND: 

PURPOSE: 

POLIQ)': 

PROCEDURE: 

SUBSTANTIATION: 

PARK AND RECREATION BOARD POLICY 

Naming of Parks and Recreatfon Facilities 

No. 1001 
(Revised 11/15/01) 

The public sometimes suggests that parks a11d recreation facllitles 
be named after persons, living or dead, . 

To provide a ~yste:matic procedure for the naming of parks and 
recreation facilities which will.assist in-their' locati.on by the_ 
citizenry, and to deye1op __ a method for the retention of.napies of 
historical or fiscal significance. 

As a general policy, parks· and recreation facilities should be named 
to' identffy their locati.ons. Especially for parks, the name of the 
community· area, the names· of.nearby ·geographic features, ths) 

, :. names of adjacent schools and street names should b,e .given ·first 
'.,..·.consideration.: However, they:may also·be named fodndivfduals, · 
. · -li vlng O1··dead,· w.ho are. :of historicahignificance to the local area or 

. :.-. who haver.made.major financial .contributions in -the opinion of the 
> .appropriate:liecreation-.Councils and/or other advisocy 1bodies, 

, · .-Board ·committees. and the full·Board.: Facilities within parks, 
· (such as buildings; gyms; .. courts, .etC,)iare'more,,approP:riate for 

naming after individuals than are parks. · 

Rena.ming a facility for a person, when that facility is already ., 
named.for a person, sho:ul.d only be, undertaken .with-the utmo~t ,,, ... , 
consideration. Bvety attempt should be made to contact the.person 
or heirs of the.pers,;m for wh_om the facility is'. currently named, to 
present their views verbally, or in writing, at a public.hearing1 · · 

The Recreation Council effected by the proposed name change, 
shall hold a public hearing to review the request and.the supporting 
documents and infcn:mation, and shaJl ma,ke recommendations to 
the Area Committees and the Park and Recreation Board on any 
and all recommended changes to the i'enaming of existing facilities, 

)?ark and Rec,reation Board Minutes of 6/lo/83 (page 2469) 
Park and Recreation Board Minutes of November 15, 2001 (page 
4), 

(Ci\My Docwr,eots\WPDOCSIPnrk & Reo Bonrd\Boor<i p<>llcles\nrunu1g.o/purb & reo /llGilllios (#1001),wpd) 

; i 
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Hello. 

On behalf of North Park Little League, we would like to request your support for 

an access road at Morley Field to be named after Joe Schloss. 

The access road is the stretch of road between the north and south parking lots at 
Morley Field. We propose a street sign designed as the other streets at Morley 

Field, a silver pole, green sign and white lettering reading: Joe Schloss Way. 

Joe Schloss was a l\lorth Park youth baseball coach for 60 years, including 57 years 

at i\lorth Park Little League, before his death at age 88 this past l\lovember. Joe 

was one of the most respected and recognizable residents in the l\lorth Park area, 

influencing generations of young men and women on skill, sportsmanship and 
good character. 

The naming of the street will not only honor Joe, it will provide a community 

service by adding a familiar name to the road. When people say turn left on Joe 
Schloss Way to find the baseball and soccer fields, drivers will see the sign. 

We hope you will endorse our proposal and assist with this effort. At the opening 

day of the North Park Little League season on March 5, San Diego City 

Councilmember Todd Gloria presented a plaque to Joe's wife Barbara. At the 

event, Councilmember Gloria announced that his office fully supports the effort 
to dedicate the access road as Joe Schloss Way. 

Thanks for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Dan Bennett 

North Park Little League Board of Directors 

(760) 805-9510 

danbennett@cox.net 
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BALBOA PARK/MORLEY FIELD RECREATIONCOUNOL 
Balboa ParkActMty Center 

- 2145 Parl< Boulevard 
Sah Diego, CA 92101 

ren0.a uon coun cl I (858)581-1100 

March l.5, 2016 

To whom it may concern. 

The Balboa Field/Morley Field Recreation Council promotes recreational activity In and around 
Balboa rPark. Wie are pleased to support l\lorth Park Little League's effort to name an access 
road at Morley fiE:!ld after the late youth baseball coach Joe Schloss. Joe !Schloss epitomizes the 
einergy and dedication to youth and recreation that we ais a Council strive to micourage. 

Joe Schloss was a North Park youth baseball coach foo 60 years, Including 57 years at Morth Park 
Little League, before his death at tllge 88 th!s past ~lovember. foe was one of the most 
respiected and recognizable residents in the l\lorth Park airea, influencing generations of young 
people on sklil, sportsmanship and good character. We need more Joe's to give tirelessly for the 

good of the community. 

The access road is the stretch of mad between the north and south parking lots at Morley Field. 
North Park little League is proposing a sta-eet sign designed as the other streets at Morley field 
- a silver pole, gireen sign and white lettering reading: "Joe Schloss Way." 

The naming of the street will not only honor Joe, it will provide a community service by adding a 
famiiiar name to the road. When people say turn left on 11Joe Schloss Way" to find the baseball 
and soccer fields, drivers will see the sign. The sign will be useful to all participants and visitors 
utilizing the park and Its many activities. 

The Bailboa Park/Morley Field Recreation Coundl endorses this efforrt recognize Joe Schloss so 
all remen,ber his contribution to generations of youth baseball players. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

:r:V,Li~ 
ofrrv (Harris, Chairman 

Balboo1 Park/Morley Field Recreation Council 



Balboa Park Committee Meeting of April 7, 2016 

Excerpt from the Meeting Minutes 

Action Item #203 - Naming of "Joe Schloss Way" at Morley Field - Presenter: 
Susan Lowery-Mendoza, District Manager, City of San Diego Park and Recreation 
Department 

Susan Lowery-Mendoza noted the location of the un-named park road within the 
Morley Field Sports Complex and North Park Little's League's desire to honor Mr. 
Schloss who passed in November, 2015. She introduced Mr. Dan Bennett of North 
Park Little League who stated that during the course of Mr. Schloss' 57 years of 
volunteering with the organization, thousands of children were taught character 
along with the game of baseball. Currently, there are close to 500 boys and girls 
playing for North Park Little League. 

Motion: It was moved and seconded (Dang/Bernal) to recommend approval of 
naming the road "Joe Schloss Way." 

Discussion: Mr. Steppke stated that he would support the motion, but was 
disappointed that there wasn't community outreach in North Park. 

Motion carried (7-0-2). 
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