THE CI1TY OF SAN DIEGO

a@i To THE PARK AND RECREATION BOARD

DATE ISSUED: July 11, 2016 REPORT NO: 101

ATTENTION: Park and Recreation Board
Agenda of Thursday, July 21, 2016

SUBJECT: Naming the “Jas Arnold Trail for All People” at Black Mountain Open
Space Park

SUMMARY

Issue — Should the Park and Recreation Board recommend approval of naming the
“Jas Arnold Trail for All People” at Black Mountain Open Space Park?

Director’s Recommendation — The Department does not take a position on naming
requests.

Other Recommendations — The following groups have reviewed and considered the
proposed project. Actions taken and recommendations made by these groups are
listed under Discussion below.

Black Mountain Citizen’s Advisory Committee

Fiscal Impact — None

Water and Energy Conservation Status — The proposed action would not have an
impact on all water and energy conservation guidelines contained in Council Policy
200-14.

Environmental — No impact
BACKGROUND

e The 1,554 acre Black Mountain Ranch Open Space Park is in the Rancho Penasquitos
Community of San Diego. Construction of the ADA-accessible “Trail for All People” is
being completed on the north side of the park at the Miner’s Ridge Staging Area. The
trail is an approximately ¥/z-mile long trail with four shade structures, directional and
interpretive signs and parking that meets Americans With Disabilities Act
requirements for accessibility. It is anticipated to be opened to the public in the next
few months.

e Jas Arnold, a longtime advocate for open space and access to open space for all people
passed on May 1, 2016 of complications from Multiple Sclerosis. Per the Rancho
Penasuitos Planning Board: “Jas devoted countless hours to provide a means for an
accessible route to natural settings for the physically impaired. Impaired late in life,
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Jas knew of free access to nature and was driven to afford the same freedom to others

who may be physically impaired.”

e As Chair of the CAC and as a volunteer for the past 10 years Mr. Arnold spearheaded
the effort to build an accessible trail that all people could use to enjoy nature.

e Mr. Arnold identified the site at the Miner’s Ridge Staging Area in Black Mountain
Open Space Preserve with potential for an accessible trail that would use an already
disturbed footprint that would minimize impacts on the open space while offering
spectacular views. He helped design the trail and signs, and advocated for the project
through permitting, design, funding, land acquisition, and construction phases. In
January 2016 Mr. Arnold was able to help test out the compaction of the path during a
final phase of construction.

DISCUSSION

The naming of the trail is in compliance with Park and Recreation Board Policy #1001 (see
attached).

On May 4, 2016 the Rancho Penasquitos Planning Board voted 15-0-0 to approve a motion to
author a letter “in honorarium of Jas Arnold for his service to the community to rename the
Trail for All People.”

The Black Mountain Citizen’s Advisory Committee held a meeting on May 12, 2016 to
consider the naming of the trails as “Jas Arnold Trail For All People.” The CAC voted 8-0-0
to approve a motion to change the name of the “Trail For All People” to the “Jas Arnold Trail
For All People.”

Please see attached meeting minutes and letter.
ALTERNATIVES

Do not recommend approval of the naming of “Jas Arnold Trail For All People” in Black
Mountain Open Space Park.

Respectfully submitted,

&ﬁ WM/Aﬂ‘iﬂj /

Chris Zirkle ] Pre ared by Laura Ball
Deputy Director, Open Space Division

LB

Attachments:
1. Park and Recreation Board Policy #1001 — Naming of Parks and Recreation
Facilities
2. Minutes for Black Mountain Citizen Advisory Committee dated May 12, 2016
3. Minutes for Rancho Penasquitos Planning Board dated May 4, 2016

cc: Council District 5
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MINUTES
CITY OF SAN DIEGO
BLACK MOUNTAIN CITIZENS ADVISORY COMMITTEE
May 12, 2016
Meeting Held At: Mailing Address Is:
Canyonside Recreation Center Park and Recreation Department
12350 Black Mountain Road Open Space Division
San Diego, CA 92129 12115A Black Mountain Road
San Diego, CA 92129

ATTENDANCE
Present: Absent
Maryanne Young
Mike Kelly
Bill Diehl

Antonella Zampolli

David Metzgar

Matt Bartelt

Beth Mather

Dirk Nasland — San Diego — CA Land Surveyors Association (CLSA)

Staff:
Carey Goldstein, Park Ranger

CALL TO ORDER

Meeting called to order at 6:35 P.M.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
March 2015 minutes approved

CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT

-Rod Simmons resigned as CAC Chairperson at March meeting. Matt Bartelt elected as new
Chairperson. Certified by City as a recognized member of the Black Mountain CAC but not in
receipt of letter of approval.

STAFF REPORT

-Staff report generally relayed info on new trail completion at Black Mountain, NRMP survey
work at Lusardi Canyon, various habitat improvement projects being worked on at Crest Canyon
and elsewhere, volunteer events and trail maintenance at Gonzales Canyon and Lusardi Canyon,
interpretive programs and public outreach




COMMUNICATIONS REPORT
-Black Mountain Community Park development plans to address drainage issues from sports
fields

-Mike Kelly’s planting projects in “salt seep” area of Lusardi Canyon, spraying for iceplant and
planting of salt tolerant native plants. Girl Scouts providing substantial labor. Of historical note:
ice plant first recognized in San Diego in 1857, probably arrived accidentally in ballast aboard
ships.

ACTION ITEMS

-Passing of Jas Arnold. Proposal to add his name to TFAP to honor him. Other ideas include
etched metal plate of his likeness and story. CLSA worked closely with him and may be able to
provide funds for monument plaque and bench.

Consent:  Mike Kelly makes a motion to change name of TFAP to: Jas Arnold Trail For All
People.”

In favor: All
Opposed: None

WORKSHOP ITEMS
None.

INFORMATION ITEMS
-Marvin Gerst, vocal equestrian proponent involved in CAC in 90s passed away.

-Les Braund, Friends of Los Pefiasquitos Canyon Preserve having health issues
-Nothing further on PQ monument proposal

-4™ of July fireworks to take place on July 1% this year at Westview HS.

-June 12" is Flag Day at Hilltop Park

-July 9™ “Movie in the Park” Rancho Pefiasquitos - Rolling Hills Neighborhood Park

NEW BUSINESS
None

ADJOURNMENT - Meeting adjourned at 7:44pm

Next regular meeting: July 14, 2016 6:30pm-8pm
Canyonside Recreation Center
12350 Black Mountain Road
San Diego, CA 92129



Submitted by:
Carey Goldstein
Staff Representative
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