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OBJECTIVES
 Improve public safety

 Eliminate burn risk from buried hot coals

 Reduce smoke impacts from portable wood burning devices

 Provide enforcement clarity

 Create clear regulations for beachgoers

 Ensure public safety officials can distinguish legal vs. illegal beach fires
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HOT COAL BURN 
RISKS

 Hot coals and chipped, 
charred wood poses risk to 
unsuspecting beachgoers.

 Smoke from numerous 
beach fires using wood 
fueled devices or built in 
the sand can blanket 
adjacent areas.
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July 2021  

August 2018

https://thecoastnews.com/no-wood-fires-allowed-at-local-state-beaches/

https://www.cbs8.com/article/news/toddler-burned-by-hot-coals-at-mission-bay/509-2fb27b68-1026-
47d2-9702-eb48387b5d62

Photo credits to Joe Gatto, La Jolla Resident

https://thecoastnews.com/no-wood-fires-allowed-at-local-state-beaches/
https://www.cbs8.com/article/news/toddler-burned-by-hot-coals-at-mission-bay/509-2fb27b68-1026-47d2-9702-eb48387b5d62


CITY-PROVIDED FIRE RINGS
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https://lajolla.com/article/la-jolla-beach-bonfire/

There are no proposed changes to the use of City-Provided Fire Rings.

https://lajolla.com/article/la-jolla-beach-bonfire/


PROPOSED PERMISSIBLE FIRE DEVICES
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https://lajolla.com/article/la-jolla-beach-bonfire/

City-Provided Fire Rings Portable Propane-Fueled Devices

https://www.wayfair.com/outdoor/pdp/arlmont-co-renteria-
cast-iron-propane-fire-pit-w002672715.html

https://coolofthewild.com/best-camping-stoves/

https://lajolla.com/article/la-jolla-beach-bonfire/
https://www.wayfair.com/outdoor/pdp/arlmont-co-renteria-cast-iron-propane-fire-pit-w002672715.html
https://coolofthewild.com/best-camping-stoves/


CA BEACH FIRE 
REGULATIONS 

Numerous municipalities 
across the state currently 
restrict beach fires to City or 
State-provided Fire Rings 
(column 2), limit to Propane 
Only (column 1) or prohibit 
all beach fires (column 3.)
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Bold text indicates both propane and provided fire rings are allowed



SUMMARY OF PROPOSED AMENDMENTS

Clarify permissible fire devices: “City-provided fire rings” and 
“portable propane-fueled devices”

Remove specification that beach fires are only allowed where a 
“City-provided fire ring” exists

Replace “City-provided fire container(s)” with “City-provided fire 
ring(s)”

Replace “Public Beach” with “Beach Area”

Define propane-fueled device
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EXAMPLES OF PROPOSED CHANGES 

§63.0102 (b) (11) Define 
allowable fire devices 
on beach areas: City-
provided fire rings and 
portable propane-
fueled devices.
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§63.0102 USE OF PUBLIC PARKS AND BEACHES REGULATED 



§63.20.5 WASTE, REFUSE, FIRES

 Change public beach to 
‘beach area’ as defined by 
§63.20

 Define permissible fire 
devices: City-provided fire 
rings or portable propane-
fueled device

 Define City-provided fire 
ring

 Remove “Fires are 
prohibited on beaches 
where there is no City-
provided fire container(s)

 Replace container with ‘ring’
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EXAMPLES OF PROPOSED CHANGES 



§63.20.5 WASTE, REFUSE, FIRES 

 Change to “beach area”

 Replace “container(s)” with 
“ring(s)”

 Specify City-provided fire ring 
over fire container

 Remove “barbecue device”
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EXAMPLES OF PROPOSED CHANGES 



PROPOSAL STATUS

 Draft language passed unanimously at Environment Committee 
on May 26, 2022

 Undergoing staff review and seeking stakeholder input 

 Targeting October City Council hearing
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COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS

Kathleen Ferrier
Deputy Chief of Staff & Policy Director

kferrier@sandiego.gov

and

Krissy Chan
Policy Associate 

chank@sandiego.gov
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