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Informational Update

Background 
• Expressive Activity has existed in park areas like Balboa Park and along 

the coast for many years. The activity was paused due to Covid in 2020.

• In Balboa Park, expressive activity was called the “entertainer program” 
providing musicians, jugglers and other performers with designated 
spaces through a free monthly lottery system.

• In reviewing the entertainer program as the City came out of the 
pandemic, the Parks and Recreation Department discontinued the 
program pending review of the current Municipal Code.
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Background (cont)
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• The Department plans to propose amendments to the current 
Municipal Code to clarify when solicitation, performances, and 
merchandise sales on public property are protected by the First 
Amendment.

• In addition, the amendments would allow the public to use our parks 
without activity that unreasonably interferes with health, safety, and its 
scenic and natural character.

• While the Department is actively reviewing the current Municipal Code, 
it will provide ample locations Balboa Park and the Beach Park area for 
artistic expressive activity to continue. We are proposing 2 to 3 sites in 
each beach community and 26 sites in Balboa Park. 



Informational Update

Former Entertainer Program
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• 25 total sites were available 
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Former Entertainer Program
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• City of San Diego Charter Section 55 provides authority to create 
programs and guidelines in parks. 
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Expressive Activity Guidelines
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• 26 total sites now available 
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Balboa Park Sidewalk Vending Map
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• Sidewalk Vending is not allowed in the Central Mesa – Red Zone  
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Beach Area Sidewalk Vending Map

8

• Sidewalk Vending is not allowed in the Red Zone  
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Expressive Activity – Muni Code
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§36.0113 Non-Applicability “Sidewalk Vending Ordinance”

(a) The following persons, entities or activities are exempt from 
the requirements of this Division: 
(1) Any vendor or individual engaged solely in artistic 

performances, free speech, political or petitioning activities, 
or engaged solely in vending of items constituting expressive 
activity protected by the First Amendment, such as 
newspapers, leaflets, pamphlets, bumper stickers, or 
buttons;

(2) Agencies of any federal, state or local governments; 
(3) Any vendor of services that are otherwise permitted or 
authorized by the City of San Diego; and 
(4) Any lessee or permittee of the City vending on City-owned 
property where vending is authorized under a City lease or 
permit. 
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Expressive Activity Guidelines
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• The locations were selected to respect fire lanes, ADA access, walkways, 
public health & safety and to preserve the natural resources within the park. 

• If an individual conducting artistic expressive activity is within an area that is 
blocking access, they will be directed to one of the more than two dozen 
locations that are available. A citation will be issued only if a person refuses 
to move voluntarily. 
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Fire Lanes – California Fire Code Section 503
El Prado – Balboa Park
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New Expressive Activity Guidelines

12

• First come first serve for each of the 26 sites – No lottery system

• Each site is labeled with the corresponding site number 

• Sites are limited to either 4 ft X 8 ft or 8 ft X 8 ft

• Hours: 10:00 AM to 7:00 PM – Provides delivery & Maintenance access

• Sidewalk Vending will continue to be enforced per the current Muni 
Code – this includes illegal food and non expressive activity 
merchandise sales.
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Education and Information
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• Updated website with the map & guidelines will be available  

• Brochure & map will be handed out and posted 

• A 30-day educational period  will provide additional opportunity to learn 
about the new guidelines and site locations

• Mission Bay & Beach areas will also have sites and locations for 
expressive activity

• More information email: BPRangers@sandiego.gov

mailto:BPRangers@sandiego.gov
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QUESTIONS
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Thank You
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