
Mission Gorge Park
City of San Diego Park Recreation Board Meeting
January 21, 2021



• Introductions
• Site Description
• General Development Plan Public 

Outreach Process
• Presentation of General Development 

Plan
• Discussion & Action

AGENDA



City of San Diego Planning Department Contact
• Scott Sandel, Park Planner

Park Developer, Palmer Mission Gorge Properties, LP
• Darrel Malamut, Senior VP of Development

Park Designers, Schmidt Design Group, Inc. (SDG)
• Glen Schmidt, Design Principal
• Jeff Justus, Principal
• Lindsay DeCeault, Project Manager

INTRODUCTIONS
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General Development Plan (GDP) Public Outreach
Allied Gardens Community Recreation Group (CRG)

• CRG Meeting #1 August 3, 2020
• Introduction and Park Visioning

• CRG Meeting #2 October 5, 2020
• Schematic Design Concepts
• Stakeholder Discussion and Feedback

• CRG Meeting #3 November 9, 2020
• Draft GDP presentation
• Stakeholder Discussion and Feedback

• CRG Meeting #4 November 23, 2020
• Approval of Draft GDP

Park and Recreation Board Approval
• Final GDP presentation and request for approval,            

January 21, 2021  



• Reviewed site opportunities and constraints

• Polled and received feedback on park character 

and potential amenities

• High priorities from participants included: multi-

purpose turf, dog park, parking, children’s 

playground, restroom, shade, connection to 

nature, connection to the San Diego River, and 

natural habitat.  

August 3, 2020 Workshop 1
Allied Gardens Community Recreation Group (CRG)



• Reviewed feedback from previous workshop
• Presented two alternatives with the following 

amenities: 

October 5, 2020 Workshop 2

• Multi-purpose turf

• Dog Park

• Children’s Play Area

• Courts for Tennis and Pickleball

• Picnic Areas

• Walking Trails  including San Diego River Trail

• Fitness Nodes

• Seating, Viewpoints/Overlooks and Interpretive Education

• Informal Amphitheater Area

• Bocce Court (one alternative)  

Allied Gardens Community Recreation Group (CRG)



• Reviewed feedback from previous 

workshop

• Presented draft GDP design with 

positive feedback and some minor 

requests for modification.

• Some dog park advocates participating 

in the meeting requested that the dog 

park be significantly larger. A major 

increase in size was not supported by a 

majority of the CRG. 

November 9, 2020 Workshop 3

Allied Gardens Community Recreation Group (CRG)



• Reviewed feedback from previous 

workshop

• Presented the draft GDP design

(Note: based on community 

feedback from 11/9/20 meeting, the 

dog park portion of the design was 

enlarged by 4,800 square feet)

• The project was approved by the 

CRG

November 23, 2020 Workshop 4
Allied Gardens Community Recreation Group (CRG)



Design Inspiration 

Mesas – Canyons – San Diego River
Site existing photos



General Development Plan





4.2 Acres of ‘Usable parkland’
21 Parking spaces required

22 Parking spaces provided that are designated for park users (with time limit) on the park side of River Road

21 Additional public parking paces (not designated) on the east side of River Road

Park ParkingParking Ratio for City of San Diego Neighborhood Parks:
“Provide five (5) parking spaces per acre of usable passive parkland”
“Steep Slopes and Natural areas do not count towards usable parkland”.
San Diego Consultant’s Guide to Park Design and Development



Off-Leash Dog Park

Synthetic Turf with 
cool infill mix

Sifted Decomposed 
Granite

.7 Acre



Dog Park Natural Character Elements



Section 1



Views of the San Diego River and beyond



Multipurpose Turf Area

Mesas – Canyons – San Diego River

Also an informal amphitheater 

1.0 Acre



Picnic Areas

Special 
event 
portable 
location



Children’s Play Area

Mesas – Canyons – San Diego River



Mesas – Canyons – San Diego River

Natural Play Zone 

Children’s Play Area



Section 2



Crime Prevention Through 
Environmental Design (CPTED)Clear site lines, “eyes on the park”



Turf Plateau and Dry Creek Beds

Mesas – Canyons – San Diego River



Section 3





Bocce Ball Courts and Picnic Overlook

Mesas – Canyons – San Diego River



Multipurpose Courts

Photo credit: Jim Watkins



Section 4





San Diego River Trail



San Diego River Trail

Peeler Pole Fence River Trail



Security Lighting 



Landscape

Planting will draw from the natural character of the San Diego River corridor with native plantings along the western portion of the park 
transitioning to a more Mediterranean blend of planting closer to River Road to match the development plant palette. 



Epilobium canum
California Fuchsia

Arbutus ‘Marina’ 

Furcrea foetida
Mauritus Hemp

Rosemary officinalisLantana spp.
Lantana

Senecio mandraliscae
Blue Chalk Sticks

Lavandula spp.
Lavender

Grevillea spp.
Grevillea

Salvia greggii
Autumn Sage

Tiupana tipu
Tipu

Aloe spp.
Aloe

Mediterranean Plantings Character 

Phoenix dactylifera
Date Palm



Heteromeles arbutifolia - ToyonArtemisia californica  

Platanus racemosa -
Calif Sycamore 

Iva hayesiana –
Poverty Weed

Muhlenbergia rigens –
Calif. Deergrass

Baccharis salicifolia –
Mulefat

Quercus agrifolia – Coast Live OakEncelia californica –
Coast Sunflower

Iris douglasiana –
Douglas Iris

Salvia mellifera
Black Sage

Native Plantings Character 



Overlooks with Interpretive Signage



Fitness Nodes 





THANK YOU

Questions and Discussion
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