
City Asset 
Na m in g  
P ro p o sa l
San Diego Canyonlands would like to honor City Heights 
community hero Bill Tall by naming a trail and habitat 
garden after him in Olivia Canyon



Who is 
Sa n  Die g o  
Ca n yo n la n d s?

Sa n Die g o  Ca n yo n la n d s ' m issio n  is  t o  p ro m o t e , p ro t e c t  

a n d  re st o re  t h e  n a t u ra l h a b it a t s  in  Sa n  Die g o  Co u n t y's  

ca n yo n s a n d  c re e ks.  W e  d o  t h is  b y fo st e rin g  e d u ca t io n  

a n d  o n g o in g  co m m u n it y in vo lve m e n t  in  s t e w a rd sh ip  

a n d  a d vo ca cy, a n d  b y co lla b o ra t in g  w it h  o t h e r 

o rg a n iza t io n s.



Who was Bill Tall?
• Fo u n d e r o f Cit y Fa rm e rs  Nu rse ry, Na t e 's  Ga rd e  

Grill
• Mr. Ta ll p ro vid e d  a  su st a in e d  a n d  la st in g  

co n t rib u t io n  t o  Th e  Cit y o f Sa n  Die g o  
n e ig h b o rh o od  Cit y He ig h t s
⚬ Cre a t e d  jo b s
⚬ P ro vid e d  re so u rce s
⚬ Sm a ll b u sin e ss  o w n e r

• P a rt n e r t o  SDCL fo r m a n y ye a rs
• His vis io n  o f a  h a b it a t  g a rd e n  in  Olivia  Ca n yo n  

ca m e  t o  fru it io n
• P a sse d  Ja n u a ry 26 , 20 21



Offic ia lly na me  the  tra il fro m Quinc e  S tre e t  to  Euc lid  
Ave nue  a nd  ha b ita t  g a rd e n in Olivia  Ca nyo n a fte r 
c o mmunity he ro  Bill Ta ll.

Tra il Na me : "The  Ta ll Tra il"
Ga rd e n Na me : "Fa rme r Bill's  Ha b ita t  Ga rd e n"

San Diego Canyonlands will maintain the trail and garden 
unde r City He ights  Lic e ns e  Agre e me nt. W e  c urre ntly 
have  g rant fund ing  to  ins ta ll a  tra il s ign and  a  ga rde n 
s ign.  

Proposal





• Established in 
2017

• Quince St. to 
Euclid Ave. 

section built by 
SDCL



Example of wayfinding signs installed along Loop Trail



Funded by The San Diego Foundation. 
Partne rs hip  with Urban Corps  o f San Die go . 
Bill Ta ll re que s te d  this  land  be  put to  good  
us e  and  p ropos e d  a  na tive  p lant ga rde n.

Olivia Canyon 
Garden Project



• Removed 75 pounds of invasive species and 
trash from site

• Planted 200+ native plants
• Installed plant signs
• Mitigated stormwater run off from site and 

adjacent trail from flooding City Farmers
• Connected 35 at -risk youth to nature 



BEFORE after



BEFORE after



~200 planted from 2019 -20 21

Sp e c ie s:
• Ca lifo rn ia  b u sh  su n flo w e r (En ce lia  ca lifo rn ica )
• Bla ck sa g e  (Sa lvia  m e llife ra )
• Ch a p a rra l b u sh  m a llo w  (Ma la co t h a m n u s fa sc icu la t u s)
• Ca lifo rn ia  b u ckw h e a t  (Erio g o n u m  fa sc icu la t u m )
• De e rw e e d  (Acm isp o n  g la b e r) 
• Sp re a d in g  ru sh  (Ju n cu s p a t e n s)
• Me xica n  ru sh  (Ju n cu s m e xica n u s)
• Ca lifo rn ia  g o ld e n ro d  (So lid a g o  ca lifo rn ica )
• Ca lifo rn ia  fu ch sia  (Ep ilo b iu m  ca n u m )
• Ca lifo rn ia  m u g w o rt  (Art m e sia  d o u g la sia n a )
• Arro w w e e d  (P lu ch e a  se rice a )
• W a rt yst e m  ce a n o t h u s (Ce a n o t h u s ve rro cu su s)
• La u re l su m a c  (Ma lo sm a  la u rin a )

Plants planted by san Diego canyonlands and urban corps of san diego



Officially name the trail from Quince Street 
t o  Eu c lid  Ave n u e  a n d  h a b it a t  g a rd e n  in  
Olivia  Ca n yo n  a ft e r com m u n it y h e ro  Bill Ta ll.

Trail Name: "The  Ta ll Tra il"

Garden Name: "Farmer Bill's  Habita t Garden"

San Diego Canyonlands  will mainta in the  tra il and garden under 

City Heights  License  Agreement. We currently have  grant funding 

to ins ta ll a  tra il s ign and a  garden s ign. 



questions?



Please consider honoring 
n a m in g  a  t ra il a n d  h a b it a t  
g a rd e n  in  h o n o r o f Bill Ta ll, 
a n  im p o rt a n t  fig u re  o f t h e  
Cit y He ig h t s  Co m m u n it y 
w h o  d e se rve s t o  b e  
re m e m b e re d . 

Th a n k  yo u  fo r yo u r t im e .
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