
In 2019, the City of San Diego developed the first-of-its-kind Climate Equity Index (CEI), in partnership with several
community-based organizations representing communities of concern or advocating for environmental justice policy
development. These organizations form the informal Equity Stakeholder Working Group. 

City of San Diego Climate Equity Index
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www.sandiego.gov/ClimateEquity

The goal of the CEI is to measure the level of access to opportunity
residents have within a census tract and assess the degree of potential
impact from climate change to these areas. The CEI is the first tool in the
country that considers the effects of climate change, environmental
pollution, and vulnerable populations. 

With the CEI, the City has better identified Communities of Concern to
include census tracts with Very Low, Low, and Moderate Access to
Opportunity, outlined in the included map. 

RECOMMENDATION 1: Seek grant funding opportunities to support community engagement and invest in
Communities of Concern.
RECOMMENDATION 2: Conduct public engagement efforts, in partnership with community-based organizations,
in Communities of Concern.
RECOMMENDATION 3: Explore the feasibility of establishing a sustainability ambassador program in
Communities of Concern to improve participation in City planning.
RECOMMENDATION 4: Determine mechanisms to incorporate climate equity into City programs and projects.  
RECOMMENDATION 5:  Regularly refresh the CEI data when major data sets are updated, such as the State's
CalEnviroScreen and U.S. Census. 

To advance climate equity in San Diego, the 2019 Climate Equity Index report listed the following recommendations: 
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