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Requested Action

• Should the Park and Recreation Board recommend 
approval of the proposed General Development Plan for 
Balboa Park’s Natural History Museum?
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Landscape

Rehabilitate and modify the Central mesa’s landscape in 
a manner which preserves its historic significance, 
accommodates a wide variety of public park activities, 
and increases public enjoyment of the Park environment.
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All landscape design in the Central Mesa is based on 
historic precedent. Wherever possible, historic 
conditions are preserved or restored. Where new 
features must be incorporated, they compliment, 
respect and support both the original design intent 
and the existing historic features that remain.
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Planting Design Guidelines

Landscape planting should be designed to conserve 
water as much as possible.

Lawns that serve a primarily decorative function in 
small areas such as street median planting should be 
phased out and replaced with drought tolerant low 
shrubs or groundcover.
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• Exotic plant species that take full advantage of 
San Diego’s mild climate.

• A lush, tropical appearance.

• Plants that are particularly associated with San 
Diego or were popularized because of their 
appearance in the 1915 Exposition.
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Other Recommendations

On October 7, 2021 the Balboa Park Committee voted 
unanimously (9-0-0) advising the proposed GDP is 
consistent with Balboa Park planning documents and 
recommending approval of the proposed GDP.
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Staff Recommendation

Recommend approval of the proposed General 
Development Plan
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The General Development Plan

Vicki Estrada

Principal

Estrada Land planning
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Questions?
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