
PROJECT DESIGN TEAM
ARCHITECT:
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT:
CIVIL ENGINEER:
GEOTECHNICAL:

OWNER
SAN DIEGO UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

CONTACT: MIKE CLARK, SDUSD PROJECT MANAGER
4860 RUFFNER STREET, ANNEX RM 9
SNA DIEGO, CA 92111

PROJECT ADDRESS
RALPH WALDO EMERSON
3510 NEWTON AVE, SAN DIEGO, CA 92113

ASSESSORS PARCEL #
 550-191-11-00

LEGAL DESCRIPTION
LOTS 1 TO 34 OF BLOCK SIX, TOGETHER WITH LOTS 1 TO 48 OF BLOCK SEVEN, PER SAN DIEGO LAND
AND TOWN COMPANYS SOUTH CHOLLAS ADDITION, IN THE CITY OF SAN DIEGO, COUNTY OF SAN
DIEGO , STATE OF CALIFORNIA, ACCORDING TO MAP THEREOF, NO.579, FIELD IN THE OFFICE OF THE
COUNTY RECORDER OF SAID SAN DIEGO COUNTY JANUARY 22, 1889.

TOGETHER WITH ALL THE VACATED ALLEY LYING BETWEEN LOTS 15 TO 24 AND 25 TO 34 BLOCK SIX.

TOGETHER WITH ALL VACATED ALLEY LYING IN BLOCK SEVEN.

ALSO TOGETHER WITH NEWTON AVENUE AVENUE VACATED LYING BETWEEN BLOCKS SIX AND
SEVEN.

JOINT USE AREA CONCEPT
THIS 89,637 SQUARE FOOT JOINT USE FIELD IMPROVES THE EXISTING TURF AREA AT THE ALPH
WALDO EMERSON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL. IT PROVIDES THE SORROUNDING COMMUNITY IN THE
SOUTH EAST CITY OF SAN DIEGO WITH A MULTI PURPOUSE FIELD WITH ASPHALT
WALKING/RUNNING TRACK, A DRINKING FOUNTAIN, GATES, SECURITY FENCING AND PATH OF
TRAVEL FROM THE IMPROVED PARKING LOT.

ACCESS TO THE JOINT USE AREA WILL BE FROM 35TH STREET. VEHICLES WILL FOLLOW AN ACCESS
DRIVEWAY TO THE IMPROVED PARKING LOT WITH 49 PARKING PARKING STALLS. A NEW
ACCESSIBLE WALKWAY IS BEING PROVIDED TO GIVE PEDESTRIANS ACCESS FROM THE RIGHT OF
WAY ALONG 35TH STREET. THE PARKING LOT ALSO ACCOMODATES EMERGENCY VEHIUCLE
ACCESS INCLUDING FIRE ENGINES, POLICE, AND AMBULANCE.

AS A JOINT USE AREA SHARED BY RALPH WALDO EMERSON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, THE JOINT USE
IMPROVEMENTS ARE INTENDED TO SUPPORT THE OUTDOOR ACTIVITY NEEDS OF THE SCHOOL AND
STUDENTS. 

THE LANDSCAPE IS INTENDED TO ENHANCE AND COMPLEMENT THE PROPOSED ARCHITECTURE
WHILE BLENDING IT INTO THE SURROUNDING BUILT AND NATURAL ENVIRONMENT OF THE AREA.
THE PLANT MATERIALS FOR THE PROJECT HAVE BEEN SELECTED TO INCLUDE SUSTAINABLE PLANT
MATERIALS THAT ARE INDIGENOUS TO THE AREA.  PLANT SELECTION IS ALSO BASED ON
HARDINESS, AESTHETICS, EROSION CONTROL CHARACTERISTICS, WATER CONSERVATION AND
MINIMAL MAINTENANCE. SHADE TREES WILL BE SELECTED BASED ON EXPOSURE OF ADJACENT
BUILDINGS TO ASSIST IN PASSIVE SOLAR BUILDING CONCEPTS. ALL TREES WILL BE A MINIMUM 24”
BOX AND SPACED TO PROVIDE MAXIMUM SHADE AT MATURITY.  
 
PLANT SELECTION WILL BE SELECTED BASED ON THE APPROVED LIST IN THE CURRENT SDUSD
GUIDELINES. PLANT MATERIAL AND IRRIGATION WILL BE DESIGNED TO WORK TOGETHER TO MEET
THE STATE REQUIREMENTS FOR THE MODEL WATER EFFICIENT LANDSCAPE ORDINANCE.

IRRIGATION
THE IRRIGATION SYSTEM WILL BE A HIGHLY EFFICIENT, AUTOMATIC IRRIGATION SYSTEM TO
IRRIGATE ALL LANDSCAPE AREAS. ALL IRRIGATION MATERIALS SPECIFIED SHALL CONFORM TO THE
LATEST STANDARDS AND MEET THE SDUSD GUIDELINES AND SPECIFICATIONS.

THE PROJECT WILL UTILIZE AN EXISTING 2” POTABLE WATER METER LOCATED ON 36TH STREET. A
NEW 2” BACKFLOW PREVENTER IN ENCLOSURE, 2” NORMALLY OPEN MASTER VALVE AND 1-1/4” OR
1-1/2” FLOW SENSOR WILL BE PROVIDED FOR ALL SITE WATER.  

IRRIGATION ZONES SHALL BE DETERMINED AND DESIGNED BASED ON LANDSCAPE AREA
CONFIGURATION, TYPE OF EQUIPMENT, PLANT MATERIAL REQUIREMENTS, SUN EXPOSURE AND
GRADES. ALL IRRIGATION EQUIPMENT WILL BE SELECTED AND THE SYSTEMS DESIGNED TO
ACHIEVE MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY AND DISTRIBUTION UNIFORMITY, WITHOUT THE OCCURRENCE OF
OVERSPRAY, PONDING AND RUN-OFF.  
 
THE IRRIGATION CONTROLLER SHALL BE AN ETHERNET BASED SATELLITE IRRIGATION CONTROL
SYSTEM PER THE DISTRICT’S SPECIFICATIONS. IT WILL BE SET UP FOR PRIMARY AND SECONDARY
ETHERNET COMMUNICATION, WITH TWO (2) ETHERNET CABLES IN CONDUIT FROM THE CDF/BDF TO
THE CONTROLLER ENCLOSURE AND COORDINATED WITH THE DISTRICT’S TELECOMMUNICATION
SYSTEM FOR THE CONNECTION AND CONFIGURATION OF SERVER PARTS.

THE SYNTHETIC TURF RECREATION FIELD WILL BE SUPPLIED WITH A QUICK COUPLING SYSTEM
AROUND THE PERIMETER OF THE FIELD.
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THE CITY OF SAN DIEGO 
M E M O R A N D U M  

 

DATE:   November 15, 2023 

TO:   Rania Amen, Director, Engineering & Capital Projects Department 

FROM:   Andy Field, Director, Parks and Recreation Department 

SUBJECT: General Development Plan Approvals for Multiple Parks 
 

The Parks and Recreation Board has reviewed and recommended approval of the new or 
amended General Development Plans for the following parks: 

Project Name: Date Reviewed: 
 

3 Roots Community Park (Bruce Brown Community Park) November 19, 2020 

Allied Gardens Community Park (Dog Off-Leash Area) April 20, 2023 

Balboa Park Natural History Museum Gardens October 21, 2021 

Beyer Community Park September 17, 2020 

Boone Elementary School Joint Use Facility February 17, 2022 

Chollas Triangle Park November 17, 2022 

Eastbourne Neighborhood Park February 16, 2023 

Emerson Elementary School Joint Use Facility May 19, 2022 

Epoca Neighborhood Park September 15, 2022 

Eugene Brucker Education Center (Dog Off-Leash Area) April 21, 2022 

Hidden Trails Neighborhood Park January 21, 2021 

John Baca Neighborhood Park June 17, 2021 

Junipers Neighborhood Park April 15, 2021 

Linda Vista Community Park (Community Garden) April 21, 2022 

Marston Middle School Joint Use Facility January 20, 2022 

Martinez Neighborhood Park September 15, 2022 

Mission Bay High School Joint Use Facility February 17, 2022 

Mission Gorge Park January 21, 2021 

Normal Heights Elementary Joint Use Facility March 17, 2022 

North Park Community Park (Dog Off-Leash Area) May 19, 2022 

Shoal Creek Neighborhood Park February 16, 2023 

Southwest Neighborhood Park (Grove Neighborhood Park) February 18, 2021 
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Project Name: Date Reviewed: 

 

Ward Canyon Neighborhood Park (Dog Off-Leash Area) June 16, 2022 

Whitman Elementary School Joint Use Facility February 18, 2021 

Wilson Middle School Joint Use Facility January 20, 2022 

  
Based on the recommendations from the Parks and Recreation Board, the Parks and 
Recreation Department hereby approves all the General Development Plans for the projects 
listed above. 

If you have questions or would like additional information, please reach out to me at 
afield@sandiego.gov or (619) 235-1110.  

Thank you, 

 
Andy Field, Director   
Parks and Recreation Department 
 
AF/mg 

Attachments: General Development Plans (for listed projects) 
 
cc: Karen Dennison, Assistant Director, Parks and Recreation Department  
 Tom Tomlinson, Assistant Director, Parks and Recreation Department 
 Steve Palle, Deputy Director, Parks and Recreation Department 
 Gina Dulay, Deputy Director, Parks and Recreation Department 
 Heidi Vonblum, Planning Director, Planning Department 
 Michelle Abella-Shon, Program Manager, Parks and Recreation Department 
 Ryan Barbrick, Supervising Management Analyst, Parks and Recreation Department 

mailto:afield@sandiego.gov

