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COUNCIL DIST. NO. 1 COMM. PLAN AREA PACIFIC HIGHLANDS RANCH

GDP AMENDMENT07/23/2013
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MULTI-PURPOSE 
TURF

LOOP TRAIL

“A WALK THROUGH HISTORY” PLAZA

FUTURE SOLANA RANCH ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

“I ONLY WENT OUT FOR A WALK AND FINALLY CONCLUDED TO STAY OUT 
TILL SUNDOWN, FOR GOING OUT, I FOUND, WAS REALLY GOING IN.”

- JOHN MUIR

The design for Gonzales Canyon Neighborhood Park creates a destination for the residents of Pacifi c Highlands Ranch.   The park embraces 
the walkable nature of the community,  responds to the adjacent natural environment and celebrates the region’s history. A tree-lined 
promenade acts as the central organizing element connecting the park’s various amenities.  A central plaza is located at the heart of the park 
and includes playgrounds, a comfort station and picnic areas within a bosque of trees. A turf amphitheater is a fl exible space for community 
events and captures the dramatic views into Gonzales Canyon.   A half basketball court, adjacent to the plaza,  provides opportunities for 
organized play.   A central walking loop surrounds the park’s large fl exible turf space.  Interpretive panels throughout the site tell a story of the 
park’s connection to nature, the surrounding community and the region’s history. Other amenities include meandering walking trails, picnic 
nodes and  landscaped mounds. The park’s plant palette acts as a point of convergence between the community and adjacent canyon, having 
both native species and those found throughout the development.  A series of mission bell light fi xtures line the park’s pathways and reference 
the historic El Camino Real which traverses Gonzales Canyon. 
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“A WALK THROUGH NATURE” PLAZA

PEDESTRIAN  CONNECTION TO SCHOOL 

PROPOSED SPORTS FIELD AT SCHOOL

DESIGN STATEMENT:

“A WALK THROUGH THE COMMUNITY” PLAZA
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