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Certified Local Government Grant Disclaimers

The activity which is the subject of this historic context statement has been
financed in part with Federal funds from the National Park Service, Department
of Interior, through the California Office of Historic Preservation. However, the
contents and opinions do not necessarily reflect the views or policies of the
Department of the Interior or the California Office of Historic Preservation, nor
does mention of trade names or commercial products constitute endorsement
or recommendation by the Department of the Interior or the California Office of
Historic Preservation.

This program receives Federal financial assistance for identification and
protection of historic properties. Under Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964,
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and the Age of Discrimination Act
of 1975 as amended, the Department of the Interior prohibits discrimination on
the basis of race, color, national origin, disability, or age in its federally assisted
programs. If you believe you have been discriminated against in any program,
activity, or facility as described above, or if you desire further information, please
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Introduction

Purpose and Scope

The lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer (LGBTQ) historic context for the City
of San Diego was funded with a grant from the California Office of Historic Preservation.
The purpose of this context statement is to provide guidance for identifying and
evaluating potential historic resources related to San Diego’s rich LGBTQ history. The
context offers a broad historical overview on the growth of LGBTQ identities,
communities, and politics in San Diego and then focuses on themes and geographic
areas associated with extant resources. As the narrative reveals, these resources date
primarily from the 1970s and 1980s and are largely concentrated in neighborhoods like
Hillcrest, Ocean Beach, North Park, Downtown, Golden Hill, and Pacific Beach.
Resources located in adjacent cities are not included in the scope of this context
because they are separate jurisdictions. While focusing on historical themes associated
with political, social, and cultural institutions, the context also identifies individuals and
organizations that played significant roles in LGBTQ history throughout San Diego.

Historic resources associated with the LGBTQ community are the product, at their core,
of the dynamic, conflicting, and intersecting perspectives of personal identity, public
attitudes about human sexuality, behavioral science theories concerning sex and
gender, and the resulting distillation of that discourse as public policy acted upon by
agents of local and state government, such as the police. LGBTQ historic resources in
San Diego include sites, buildings, structures, and districts in diverse locations throughout
the city that were:

= Significant places of social interaction (e.g., city parks, bars, and nightclubs);

< Significant sites of political action and reaction (e.g., parks, city offices, college
campuses, and parade routes);

= Associated with LGBTQ persons or key LGBTQ supportive persons who were
significant in the political, cultural, and social history of the city (e.g., residences
and offices);

= Associated with significant LGBTQ businesses (e.g., such as magazine publishers
and bookstores);

= Associated with pioneering institutions and organizations developed as direct
products of the early gay liberation movement to address the particular
educational, cultural, health, or spiritual needs of LGBTQ persons (e.g., offices,
churches, and health facilities).

Generally, resources must be 50 years of age to be considered historic resources. The
50-year benchmark exists to ensure that there is enough scholarly information and
historical perspective to adequately evaluate resource significance; however, because
it is abundantly clear that the 1970s and 1980s were critical periods in LGBTQ history in
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San Diego and have been well-documented to date, the period of study for this historic
context statement has been extended to 1990. Evaluating themes and resources after
1990 is not feasible at this time due to a lack of adequate historical perspective. Events
occurring within the last 25 to 30 years are considered very recent within the broad
scope of history.

Terms and Definitions

It should be noted here that the LGBTQ community is diverse, and segments within the
community have been known by a variety of names. What does it mean to call oneself
homosexual? Gay? Lesbian? Queer? Where did these and other words come from and
how have they changed over time?

The term “homosexuality” is derived from the Greek and Latin words for “same” and
“sex.” Thus, it was used historically (particularly in religious, medical, and legal texts) to
describe romantic attraction, sexual attraction, or sexual behavior between members
of the same sex. Thus, the word homosexual was applied to both men and women. We
have avoided using the word homosexual as a noun in this context (as in “he/she is a
homosexual™), because it sounds very clinical and is frequently used to denigrate
LGBTQ persons, couples, and relationships. We have only used as an adjective, unless
directly quoting a source or author.

During the 1930s, men who were attracted to men or in same-sex relationships began
calling each other “gay,” although the term did not really catch on until the 1950s.
Although homosexual women were referred to as lesbians by this time, gay was also
used as an umbrella term that included homosexual men, lesbians, bisexuals, and
transgenders. Thus, we have taken the liberty to sometimes use the word “gay” as an
umbrella term for men and women.

The term “homophile” is an alternative word for homosexual or gay that was used
briefly in the middle of the 20t century. It was preferred by early LGBTQ organizations
and individuals because it is derived from the Greek word for “love” rather than “sex.”
In recent years it has been adopted by anti-gay groups, so we have only used the word
when it is included in titles and direct quotes.

“Transgender” is also an umbrella term used to describe a broad range of people who
express and/or experience gender differently. It includes people who are transsexual,
cross-dressers, or otherwise gender nonconforming. We recognize that not all
transgender people will or have undergone gender transition. We use both the chosen
and given names of transgender persons in this context.

“Queer” is a term with multiple meanings. It is sometimes used as a sexual orientation
label instead of bisexual and sometimes used to describe sexually transgressive
explorers. For decades queer was used as a derogatory adjective for gays and
lesbians, but in the 1980s gay and lesbian activists began to use it to self-identify. Like
many reclaimed words, it is generally considered acceptable when used by a member
of the group, but not by outsiders; however, in early discussions about this project
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among members of San Diego’s LGBTQ community and city staff, the community
expressed the desire to include the term “queer” to respect those who identify with it.

Throughout this historic context statement the term “LGBTQ” is used to broadly describe
the entire community of “un-straight” people.

Existing Scholarship, Archives, and Outreach

Research on the history of the LGBTQ community was largely restrained by fear and
intolerance within academia until the 1970s. The publication of several seminal works on
gay history signaled a new era of critical thinking about sexual and gender identity.
Many of the early histories focused on establishing the sexual orientation of historical
figures such Alexander the Great, Walt Whitman, and Frieda Kahlo, to name a few. In a
society that offered only negative images of LGBTQ persons, these biographies of
respected historical figures provided the community with much needed heroes.
Subsequent histories focused on homosexual repression and resistance, and
documented early gay civil rights organizations. The histories of gay men have generally
placed emphasis on sexuality, while the histories of lesbians have stressed the
importance of romantic friendship.

Several books on LGBTQ history in the United States were used as background
information for this context to provide a frame of reference for the events and trends
that took place in Los Angeles. These included Gay American History (1976) by
Jonathan Katz, Out of the Past: Gay and Lesbian History from 1869 to the Present (1995)
by Neil Miller, The Gay Metropolis (1997) by Charles Kaiser, A Queer History of the United
States (2011) by Michael Bronski, The Right Side of History: 100 Years of LGBTQ Activism
(2015) by Adrian Brooks, and The Gay Revolution: The Story of the Struggle (2015) by
Lillian Faderman.

There are no known books specifically devoted to the LGBTQ history of San Diego;
however, a number of scholarly articles, papers, and websites exist. Those that were
especially critical to the development of this context included the Lambda Archives of
San Diego’s “San Diego LGBT History Timeline” published on the organization’s website,
“Hillcrest: From Haven to Home” (2000) in The Journal of San Diego History by Michael E.
Dillinger, and “Uptown Community Plan Update: Draft Historic Context Statement”
(2015) by the City of San Diego Planning Department.

The history of LGBTQ persons in the military and defense industries is especially relevant
to San Diego. While there are no specific books on this aspect of the city’s history, the
following were helpful for understanding the role of the LGBTQ community in the
nation’s 20t century military history at large: Coming Out Under Fire: The History of Gay
Men and Women in World War Two (1991) by Allan Bérubé and Masked Voices: Gay
Men and Lesbians in Cold War America (2012) by Craig M. Loftin.

The Lambda Archives of San Diego has extensive collections focused on LGBTQ history
in the city. The archive staff provided invaluable guidance and resources for the
preparation of this context statement. In addition, the San Diego History Center
provided several files of newspaper articles and journal clippings related to LGBTQ
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resources, and the ONE Archives located in West Hollywood provided periodicals and
images from their extensive collection on San Diego. Information from these three
repositories was used to fill information gaps in the secondary source material
mentioned above and included in the bibliography.

There are a number of social media pages dedicated to LGBTQ history in San Diego
and in California. They provide an open platform for members of the community to
provide information of properties associated with LGBTQ history. The following pages
were reviewed regularly for new information on potential historic resources:

o https://www.facebook.com/LGBTHistoricSites/, San Diego LGBTQ Historic Sites
Project

o https://www.facebook.com/PreservingLGBTHistory/, Preserving LGBT Historic Sites
in California

o https://www.facebook.com/SanDiegoGayBarTimeline/, San Diego Gay/Leather
Bar Historical Timeline

e https://www.historypin.org/project/469-california-pride/#!photos/qgallery/,
California Pride: Mapping LGBTQ Histories

Lastly and perhaps most importantly, correspondence via email with various members
of the LGBTQ community, facilitated by Charles Kaminski of the Lambda Archives,
provided firsthand knowledge of important events, people, and places. GPA staff is
incredibly appreciative to all who offered their memories and insights in support of this
project.

[To be updated with public meeting information in the final draft.]

Note on illustrations: In this draft, we have included a few illustrations from the San Diego
History Center. We have not obtained the rights to these yet, so this document should
not be published until we have done so. If the rights cannot be obtained, the images
will be removed or replaced.


https://www.facebook.com/LGBTHistoricSites/
https://www.facebook.com/PreservingLGBTHistory/
https://www.facebook.com/SanDiegoGayBarTimeline/
https://www.historypin.org/project/469-california-pride/%23!photos/gallery/
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How to Use this Document

What is a Historic Context Statement?

Historic context statements identify important themes in history and then relate those
themes to extant built resources. They are not intended to be all-encompassing
narrative histories. Instead, historic contexts establish the significance of themes and
related topics and then provide guidance regarding the characteristics a particular
property must have to represent an important theme and be a good example of a
property type. The overriding goal of this context statement is to distill much of what we
know about the evolution and development of San Diego’s LGBTQ community, and to
help establish why a particular place may be considered historically significant within
one or more themes. Itis intended to be used as a starting point for determining
whether or not a specific property is eligible for designation as a historical resource
under a national, state, or local designation program.

This historic context statement is not a comprehensive history of San Diego’s LGBTQ
community, and it does not provide a list of eligible properties. In fact, this document
does not make eligibility determinations for any potentially important properties.
Instead, it presents the information necessary to evaluate properties for significance
and integrity on a case-by-case basis, and may be used to guide certain aspects of
city planning. Additionally, it will hopefully inspire members of the community to
nominate places which they think are important for formal designation.

It is important to note that this historic context statement is intended to be a living
document that will change and evolve over time. Much of San Diego’s documented
LGBTQ history would be considered part of the recent past. Thus, the emergence of
new information about the six themes presented in the original iteration of this
document, as well as the development of entirely new themes is expected in the future.
As explained above, this document is not intended to be a definitive history, but rather
a solid foundation.

For more information on what a historic context statement is and is not in general, See
“Writing Historic Contexts,” by Marie Nelson of the State Office of Historic Preservation:

http://ohp.parks.ca.gov/pages/1054/files/writing%20historic%20contexts%20from%200h
p.pdf

Overview of Applicable Designation Programs

To use this document, it is necessary to understand the criteria for designation under the
applicable desighation programs, which in this case include the National Register of
Historic Places (National Register, NRHP), California Register of Historical Resources
(California Register, CRHR), and the San Diego Register of Historical Resources (San
Diego Register, SDRHR). Each is outlined below:


http://ohp.parks.ca.gov/pages/1054/files/writing%20historic%20contexts%20from%20ohp.pdf
http://ohp.parks.ca.gov/pages/1054/files/writing%20historic%20contexts%20from%20ohp.pdf
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National Register of Historic Places

The National Register is "an authoritative guide to be used by federal, state, and local
governments, private groups, and citizens to identify the nation's cultural resources and
to indicate what properties should be considered for protection from destruction or
impairment."! The National Register includes individual buildings, structures, sites,
objects, and historic districts.

Criteria

To be eligible for listing in the National Register, a property must be at least 50 years of
age (unless the property is of “exceptional importance,” see information on Criteria
Consideration G below) and possess significance in American history and culture,
architecture, or archaeology. A property of potential significance must meet one or
more of the following four established criteria: 2

A. Associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad
patterns of our history; or

B. Associated with the lives of persons significant in our past; or

C. Embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of
construction or that represent the work of a master, or that possess high artistic
values, or that represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose
components may lack individual distinction; or

D. Yield, or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history.

Physical Inteqrity

According to National Register Bulletin #15, “to be eligible for listing in the National
Register, a property must not only be shown to be significant under National Register
criteria, but it also must have integrity.”3 Integrity is defined in National Register Bulletin
#15 as "the ability of a property to convey its significance.”* Within the concept of
integrity, the National Register recognizes seven aspects or qualities that in various
combinations define integrity. They are feeling, association, workmanship, location,
design, setting, and materials, and they are defined by National Register Bulletin #15 as
follows:>

e Location is the place where the historic property was constructed or the place
where the historic event occurred.

1Title 36 Code of Federal Regulations Part 60.2.

2 Title 36 Code of Federal Regulations Part 60.4.

3 National Register Bulletin #15: How to Apply the National Register Criteria for Evaluation (Washington D.C.:
U.S. Department of the Interior,1997), 44.

4 National Register Bulletin #15, 44-45.

5 National Register Bulletin #15, 44-45.
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o Design is the combination of elements that create the form, plan, space,
structure, and style of a property.

e Setting is the physical environment of a historic property.

¢ Materials are the physical elements that were combined or deposited during a
particular period of time and in a particular pattern or configuration to form a
historic property.

e Workmanship is the physical evidence of the crafts of a particular culture or
people during any given period in history or prehistory.

e Feeling is a property's expression of the aesthetic or historic sense of a particular
period of time.

¢ Association is the direct link between an important historic event or person and a
historic property.

Context

To be eligible for listing in the National Register, a property must also be significant within
a historic context. National Register Bulletin #15 states that the significance of a historic
property can be judged only when it is evaluated within its historic context. Historic
contexts are “those patterns, themes, or trends in history by which a specific...property
or site is understood and its meaning...is made clear.”® A property must represent an
important aspect of the area’s history or prehistory and possess the requisite integrity to
gualify for the National Register.

Criteria Consideration G: The 50-Year Threshold

Certain kinds of properties, such as those less than 50 years of age, are not usually
considered eligible for listing in the National Register. Fifty years is generally recognized
as a sufficient amount of time needed to develop historical perspective and to
evaluate significance. Properties less than 50 years of age can be eligible for listing,
however, if they meet special requirements called Criteria Considerations, in addition to
meeting the regular requirements. National Register Bulletin #15: How to Apply the
National Register Criteria for Evaluation states that a property less than 50 years of age
may be eligible for the National Register if it is of exceptional importance.”
Demonstrating exceptional importance requires the development of a historic context
statement for the resource being evaluated, a comparative analysis with similar
resources, and scholarly sources on the property type and historic context.

More Information

For more information on the National Register and how to apply the criteria for
designation, see the full text of National Register Bulletin #15 here:

6 National Register Bulletin #15, 7.
7 National Park Service, National Register Bulletin #15, p. 2.
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https://www.nps.gov/nr/publications/bulletins/nrb15/

Additional bulletins on topics related to the National Register can be found here:

https://www.nps.gov/nr/publications/

California Register of Historical Resources

In 1992, Governor Wilson signed Assembly Bill 2881 into law establishing the California
Register. The California Register is an authoritative guide used by state and local
agencies, private groups, and citizens to identify historical resources and to indicate
what properties are to be protected, to the extent prudent and feasible, from
substantial adverse impacts.8

The California Register includes buildings, sites, structures, objects, and historic districts. It
consists of properties that are listed automatically as well as those that must be
nominated through an application and public hearing process. The California Register
automatically includes the following:

e California properties listed in the National Register and those formally
Determined Eligible for the National Register;

e State Historical Landmarks from No. 0770 onward; and

e Those California Points of Historical Interest that have been evaluated by the
State Office of Historic Preservation (SOHP) and have been recommended to
the State Historical Resources Commission for inclusion in the California Register.®

The California Register may also include properties identified during historical resource
surveys. However, the survey must meet certain criteria. See Public Resources Code
Section 5024.1 for additional information on the survey requirements.

Criteria

The criteria for eligibility of listing in the California Register are based upon National
Register criteria, but are identified as 1-4 instead of A-D. To be eligible for listing in the
California Register, a property generally must be at least 50 years of age and must
possess sighificance at the local, state, or national level, under one or more of the
following four criteria:

1. Itis associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the
broad patterns of local or regional history, or the cultural heritage of California or
the United States; or

2. Itis associated with the lives of persons important to local, California, or national
history; or

8 Public Resources Code Section 5024.1 (a).
9 Public Resources Code Section 5024.1 (d).


https://www.nps.gov/nr/publications/bulletins/nrb15/
https://www.nps.gov/nr/publications/
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3. Itembodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of
construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values;
or

4. It hasyielded, or has the potential to yield, information important in the prehistory
or history of the local area, California, or the nation.

Resources less than 50 years of age may be eligible for the California Register if it can
be demonstrated that sufficient time has passed to understand their historical
importance.

Integrity

While the enabling legislation for the California Register is less rigorous with regard to the
issue of integrity, there is the expectation that properties reflect their appearance
during their period of significance.0

More Information

For more information on the California Register, visit the SOHP website:

http://ohp.parks.ca.gov/?page id=21238

City of San Diego Register of Historical Resources!

The City of San Diego’s Land Development Manual identifies the criteria under which a
resource may be historically designated by the City of San Diego Historical Resources
Board (HRB). These criteria are based on the preservation practices established by the
Federal regulations outlined in National Register Bulletin #15 and described in detalil
above. In San Diego, a historic resource can be any improvement, building, structure,
sign, interior element and fixture, site, place, district, area or object.

Criteria
The criteria for designation in the City of San Diego include:
A. [The resource] exemplifies or reflects special elements of the City's, a
community's, or a neighborhood's, historical, archaeological, cultural, social,
economic, political, aesthetic, engineering, landscaping or architectural

development;

B. [Is] identified with persons or events significant in local, state or national history;

10 Public Resources Code Section 4852.
11 Based on the City of San Diego Historical Resources Board, “Guidelines for the Application of Historical
Resources Board Designation Criteria,” revised February 24, 2011.


http://ohp.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=21238
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C. Embodies distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of
construction or is a valuable example of the use of indigenous materials or
craftsmanship;

D. Isrepresentative of the notable work of a master builder, designer, architect,
engineer, landscape architect, interior designer, artist or craftsman;

E. Islisted or has been determined eligible by the National Park Service for listing on
the National Register of Historic Places or is listed or has been determined eligible
by the State Historical Preservation Office for listing on the State Register of
Historical Resources; or

F. Is a finite group of resources related to one another in a clearly distinguishable
way or is a geographically definable area or neighborhood containing
improvements which have a special character, historical interest or aesthetic
value or which represent one or more architectural periods or styles in the history
and development of the City.

The resource must be evaluated for the above criteria within the appropriate historic
context(s). The City’s “Guidelines for the Application of Historical Resources Board
Designation Criteria” do not mention a specific age threshold for potentially eligible
properties. Similar to the California Register, resources less than 50 years of age may be
eligible for designation if it can be demonstrated that sufficient time has passed to
understand their historical importance.

Integrity

To be eligible for designation in the City of San Diego, a property must retain sufficient
integrity to convey its historic significance. The City recognizes the same seven aspects
of integrity as the National Register: location, design, setting, materials, workmanship,
feeling, and association.

More Information

For more information on how to apply the City’s designation criteria, review the
“Guidelines for the Application of Historical Resources Board Designation Criteria” here:

https://www.sandiego.gov/sites/default/files/legacy//planning/programs/historical/pdf
/201102criteriaguidelines.pdf

Document Organization
This historic context statement is organized into the following primary sections:

¢ Introduction — provides information on the purpose of this document, its intended
use, scope of study, and source material;

10


https://www.sandiego.gov/sites/default/files/legacy/planning/programs/historical/pdf/201102criteriaguidelines.pdf
https://www.sandiego.gov/sites/default/files/legacy/planning/programs/historical/pdf/201102criteriaguidelines.pdf
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o Historical Overview - provides a brief, chronological narrative of what is known
about the history of the LGBTQ community in San Diego;

¢ Themes Related to LGBTQ History in San Diego - presents six themes identified as
important to the community’s history and which have extant properties
associated with them. The six themes are:

o0 Social Life

Community Organizations

Political Activism

Religion in the LGBTQ Community

The LGBTQ Media

Arts and Culture

O O0OO0O0O0

¢ Selected Bibliography - lists the major sources of information for this context
statement. Additional sources used for specific quotes or subjects are cited
directly within the text.

Each theme is divided into three sections. First, a narrative overview of the theme is
presented; second, tables of designated resources and identified resources are
provided; and finally, eligibility standards are outlined. The narrative overview discusses
known persons, groups, events, trends, and locations associated with the theme. The
table of designated resources lists properties associated with the subject theme that
are already listed in the National, California, and/or San Diego Registers. Some themes
may not have a table of desighated resources as none may exist. The table of
identified resources consists of properties which came up in the course of research for
the subject theme. It is simply a list of all of the places mentioned in relevant texts and is
provided for informational purposes only. It may be used to guide future research
efforts, but the properties included are not necessarily eligible for designation at any
level. Lastly, the eligibility standards outline requirements for what would make a
property eligible within the subject theme. They provide information on what property
types would be associated with the theme, the period of significance for the theme,
applicable criteria, and integrity considerations. They are general and broad to
account for the numerous variations among associated property types.

The six themes are designed to cover a variety of related topics and associated
property types. Themes were only developed if extant properties directly associated
with the theme and located within city limits were identified. For example, while the
military presence in San Diego was undoubtedly influential in the city’s history, research
did not reveal any extant properties related to this potential theme that could not be
better addressed under the umbrella of another theme. One would not consider a
military building significantly related to the LGBTQ community simply because many
members of the military were gay, for instance, but one might consider the residence of
a prominent advocate for equal treatment in the military significant for its association
with civil rights activism. As a result, military-related topics are woven into the Political
Activism, Social Life, and Community Organization themes, and there is no singular
military theme. The specific topics covered by each theme are outlined below.

11
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Theme 1 - Social Life

The Social Life theme will cover a wide variety of places that were critical facilitators of
social interaction. It addresses the following topics:
¢ Bars/nightlife
Coffeehouses
Military hangouts
Bathhouses
Private clubs

Theme 2 - Community Organizations

The Community Organizations theme covers a wide variety of groups that were formed
to serve the LGBTQ community’s needs. Some organizations had very specific purposes
and membership bases; others were more multi-functional. This theme addresses the
following topics:

e Social services
Healtchare, including women’s clinics and AIDS organizations
Fundraising
Business organizations
Veterans organizations
Recreational organizations

Theme 3 - Political Activism

The Political Activism theme includes historical information about events, organizations,
and individuals related to shaping the political landscape of San Diego and enacting
changes and reforms. It addresses the following topics:

Gay liberation movement

Political events, rallies, and marches

Student activist groups

Political groups

Advocates for equal rights

Advocates for political candidates

Advocates for equal treatment in the military

Politicians

Theme 4 - Religion in the LGBTQ Community

The Religion theme includes historical information about events, organizations, and
individuals related to religion and spiritualty in San Diego’s LGBTQ community. It
addresses the following topics:

¢ Religious organizations

e Religious figures

Theme 5 - The LGBTQ Media

The Media theme provides historical information on important print media. It addresses

12
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the following topics:
¢ Newspapers and magazines
o Newsletters
e Publishers

Theme 6 — Arts and Culture

The Arts and Culture theme provides information related to artistic pursuits. It addresses
the following topics:

e Performing Arts

e Visual arts and design

e Literary Arts, including bookstores

13
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Historical Overview

Little is known about San Diego’s LGBTQ community prior to the 20t century. This is not
surprising as living an openly gay lifestyle was not only considered taboo by most
conventional 19" century Americans, but also associated with activities that were
criminalized by law. Instead, many gay people lived seemingly traditional heterosexual
lives, marrying members of the opposite sex, and having their children. Others remained
single in the eyes of the outside world, while maintaining long-term, sometimes live-in
relationships with their same sex partners. Rumors often swirled about such “friendships,”
but they were rarely confirmed. Such was the case with two of San Diego’s prominent
late 19t century citizens: Kate Sessions and Jesse Shepard.

Kate Sessions settled in San Diego in 1884 and remained
there until her death in 1940. She was a renowned
horticulturist and owned flower shops and nurseries in
Coronado, Mission Hills, and Pacific Beach. Her greatest
work occurred in Balboa Park, known at the time as City
, Park. Sessions never married and never had any children,
but she maintained a close, lifelong friendship with botanist
Alice Eastwood, making her a storied representative of the
| city’s 19 century LGBTQ community.

-. Kate Sessions, undated. Source: ] ]
san Diego History Centerwebsite,  Jesse Shepard had a much shorter but still quite famous

fttp://www sandiegohistory.org/ tanyre in San Diego. He stayed only a few years, from 1887
bio/sessions/sessions.htm. . .
to 1889, but he left behind the Villa Montezuma, one of the

city’s best and most interesting Queen Ann residences.? Shepard was a well-known
musician when he came to San Diego with his secretary and companion Lawrence W.
Tonner at the invitation of real estate investors William and John High. The High Brothers
built the Villa Montezuma and gifted it to Shepard with the understanding that he
would perform concerts and become a local
draw. Shepard took out a loan on the house in
1888 and promptly lost it in the city’s real estate
bust of 1889. Thus, his residency came to an end,
as did Tonner’s. The two men left the city
together and remained partners until Shepard’s
death in 1927.13

San Diego undoubtedly had numerous other gay
residents in its formative years, despite the lack of
available scholarly information. It is highly likely —
that they kept their persona| lives and Villa Montezuma, 1964. Sourcg: Library of
relationships completely private, making them congres HAGS websie,

- - ) http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/ca0614.p
difficult to locate. It is also important to note that hotos.015875p/.

12 The Villa Montezuma is designated as San Diego Landmark #11.

13 After leaving San Diego, Shepard authored numerous books under the pen name Francis Grierson,
including his most famous work, The Valley of Shadows: Recollections of the Lincoln Country 1858-1863,
published in 1909.
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19t century San Diego was characterized by dramatic periods of boom and bust. Thus,
many of its early residents were transient, residing in the city for brief periods before
moving elsewhere in search of better economic conditions. The temporary nature of
the citizenry as a whole during this period makes reliable information on the local
LGBTQ community even more elusive.

At the dawn of the 20t century, San Diego had not yet recovered from its latest 19t
century bust. It was a small town with a city population under 18,000. In comparison
with the state’s other major cities, Los Angeles’s population had jumped to 102,479 by
1900, and San Francisco’s had reached 342,782, making it the ninth largest city in the
country. Growth in San Diego after 1900 was rapid, however, with the population
essentially doubling every ten years through 1930, and continuing to increase
thereafter. With the growth of the general population, the city’s LGBTQ population most
certainly increased accordingly, but as in the previous century, there is little recorded
history of its size and presence.

San Diego’s small population at the turn of the century was largely due to two factors:
lack of sufficient transportation systems and stiff competition from Los Angeles. The only
rail line to San Diego at the time was the Santa Fe’s “Surf Line,” a spur off the main line
through Los Angeles. By 1920, San Diego had its own direct connection with the east via
a new line through the mountains, but by this time Los Angeles had already solidified its
role in the region as the center of transportation and commerce.

Meanwhile, a strong new economic force was taking hold in San Diego: the military.
The U.S. military first began to pay attention to San Diego during the Spanish-American
War. The city’s strategic location, natural harbor, and fair weather made it especially
attractive to both the Army and the Navy. When the U.S. entered World War | in 1917,
the Army selected San Diego as the location of its southwest division and established
Camp Kearny, currently Marine Corps Air Station Miramar. The same year, the Army
took over an existing flight school on the city’s North Island. The North Island hosted
both Army and Navy pilots during the war, before becoming an entirely Navy facility,
now known as Naval Air Station North and part of the larger Naval Base Coronado.

Around the same time tourism began to emerge as a promising local industry, thanks to
its obvious attractions, beautiful beaches and ideal weather. In 1915 and 1916, San
Diego played host to the Panama-California Exposition, an event that led to the
construction of many of the buildings in Balboa Park and welcomed hundreds of
thousands of visitors. Balboa Park eventually became the home of the San Diego Zoo in
the 1920s, further enhancing the park’s appeal. Many of these visitors would ultimately
become permanent residents, establishing homes and businesses in the city’s growing
neighborhoods.

Along with new 20t century residents came new 20% century laws. In 1917, San Diego
passed an ordinance prohibiting sexual intercourse within city limits, unless the
participants were husband and wife. This new law targeted prostitution, a common
cause of Progressives at the time, but also served as a strike against the gay
community. The local ordinance, combined with existing state laws prohibiting sodomy
and oral sex, served to reinforce the widespread intolerance of the LGBTQ community
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at the time. Enacted in 1915, California State Penal Code 288a made oral sex a felony,
while sodomy had been a felony in California since 1850.14

Of course, gays and lesbians pursued sexual relationships despite their illegality; they just
did so in secret. Two rumored meeting places for San Diego’s gay men in the early 20t
century were Balboa Park and Old Plaza Park. Parks were popular in many urban
settings, because they offered both covert meeting spots in tree-covered areas and
the anonymity of darkness. Men could meet and have sex with a reduced fear of being
seen by their peers or caught by police.

== _ Bathhouses provided another likely
Bl W : il venue for clandestine meetings in the
S RN . early 20t century. San Diegans began
building bathhouses as far back as
1869 when the first documented
example opened near Horton’s
Wharf.15 It was followed by many
others that opened and closed in
succession in accordance with the
city’s booms and busts. Intended to
serve as swimming pools for anyone
e e T seeking to cool off and relax, as well
Postcard for Los Banos Bathhouse, located at Broadway and as bathing spots for those without
_— bKettnerEIvd/,;goLlate;. Sougce:h . Y indoor plumbing, bathhouses evolved
pAAE D‘f‘é’dc(f_rga'ﬁ][gmia: ohoe S HOwENEEinto gay destinations. This was due, at
least in part, to their separate men’s
and women’s facilities—that is, when women’s facilities existed at all. Many bathhouses
were strictly men only. The city’s earliest bathhouses were located on piers and wharfs
over the bay. These were seasonal, family-friendly spots attracting residents and tourists
alike. Eventually, they spread into the city, became year-round venues, and expanded
their services to include massages, saunas, and other spa amenities. The gay activities
within the bathhouses were secretive and unsanctioned with the businesses maintaining
heterosexual public identities and clientele, alongside their gay patrons.

Unlike their male contemporaries, lesbians rarely engaged in sexual activity in public
places. One of the main reasons men resorted to having sex in public and semi-public
places in the first place was out of fear that their landlords or neighbors would discover
their true identifies. Such exposure could ruin lives and careers. Cohabitating women,
however, were not viewed with the same suspicion as cohabitating men, so they had
more opportunities to have sex and to develop relationships in private. Although
reliable information on lesbian couples from the early 20 century is rare, there is
sufficient documentation of one particular lesbian couple in San Diego:, Alice Lee and
Katherine Teats.

14 The law was enacted as a direct result of the arrest of 31 men in the City of Long Beach in 1914.
15 “First Bathhouse Built in 1869,” article on file in the San Diego History Center, Bathhouses clippings folder,
no publication information provided.
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Lee and Teats arrived in San Diego circa 1902. Lee was a member of a prominent East
Coast family with ties to the White House. She was good friends with President Grover
Cleveland’s wife Frances, as well as the second cousin of Teddy Roosevelt’s first wife
Alice Hathaway Lee. In 1904-1905, she and Teats commissioned renowned architects
Irving Gill and Hazel Waterman to
design a complex of three homes Y.
around a central garden at 3574 7t o
Avenue.16 Kate Sessions, incidentally,
designed the garden. The couple
lived on the property together for 40
years, until Lee’s death in 1943, even
listing themselves as “head of
household” and “partner” in the 1930
census. Clearly women of stature and
education, they were cultural and
social leaders, as well as devoted S = = e
. . . . Lee and Teats Cottages, undated. Source: San Diego History
SUffrag|5t5- Lee’s fnend5h|p with Teddy Center, “Self-guided Walking Tour of Seventh Avenue,”
Roosevelt continued |ong after her http://www.sandiegohistory.org/journal/90summer/walk.htm.
cousin’s death; she and Teats hosted
the president in their home on two occasions, in 1915 and again in 1935. Although there
are no firsthand accounts of the women'’s sexual orientation, family members have
confirmed that they were, indeed, a lesbian couple, making them important, not just as
activists and members of the city’s early elite, but also as two of the earliest
documented representatives of San Diego’s LGBTQ history.”

" .
a w

By the 1930s, mainstream U.S. society associated homosexuality with the hedonism of
the Roaring Twenties which many believed to have caused the Great Depression.
Resentment and opposition to gays, lesbians, and transgender individuals heightened
and manifested in the form of increased police activity and anti-gay activism. Church
groups and other so-called “moral reformers” crusaded against all manner of “lewd”
behavior, which included, in their minds, any aspect of a non-heterosexual lifestyle.

Later in the 1930s and early 1940s, with the buildup to World War I, San Diego’s existing
military and defense presence continued to grow. The greater San Diego area became
home to the 11t Naval District Headquarters, the Naval Training Center, Miramar Naval
Air Station, the Marine Corps Recruit Depot, and Camp Pendleton. Defense-related
civilian industries, especially those related to aerospace and technology, grew
alongside the government entities, creating a distinctly military backbone for the local
economy. The city’s population increased in number and changed in demographics
accordingly, not just during the war, but well into the postwar period. Veterans returning
from abroad settled in San Diego and fueled the growing economy. They bought
homes, took jobs in the defense and tourism industries, and started businesses of their

16 The homes are already designated landmarks in the city as the Katherine Teats Cottage (#98) and the
Alice Lee Cottage (#99).

17 “Alice Lee & Katherine Teats: A Forty Year Romance of Two Leading San Diego Women started in 1902,”
Lambda Archives Newsletter, Winter 2010-2011, Issue 49, accessed March 1, 2016,
http://www.lambdaarchives.us/newsletters/lasd-newsletter-49.pdf.
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own. Between 1940 and 1960, the city’s population nearly tripled, jumping from 203,341
to 573,224.

World War |l facilitated the abandonment of traditional gender and sex roles and
inadvertently brought gay and lesbian people together. Men and women were thrown
into same-sex settings for extended periods of time. The war also created
unprecedented economic opportunities for women on the home front and in military
service, as women were able to volunteer in the Women’s Army Corps (WAC) or Navy
Women Accepted for Volunteer Emergency Services (WAVES). With the absence of
male companions at home, women formed close, and sometimes sexual, relationships.
Servicemen, likewise, had new opportunities for gay experiences away from their
families.

As a military port city, San Diego played
host to thousands of military personnel
both during training and while they
were on leave. This massive influx of
servicemen led to significant shortages
in living accommodations, so it was
both common and respectable for men
to share rooms in hotels and boarding
houses, increasing prospects for sexual
encounters between enlisted gays and
bisexuals. Many of the hotels and
boarding houses inhabited by
servicemen were located on or in the

: - , - vicinity of Broadway in San Diego’s
Armed Forces YMCA, 2007. Source: National Register downtown. The Armed Forces YMCA,

Nomination\form, for example, was located at 500 W.
http://focus.nps.gov/nrhp/AssetDetail?assetlD=6e998f1c- .
82a1-4429-ab61-4609550C76C. Broadway and had a reputation

among gay servicemen.18 The
Broadway area was also the location of other reported meeting spots during World War
Il, including the Seven Seas Locker Club, Bradley’s, and the Blue J