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Working Group Goals

San Diego Promise Zone | Overview

About the Promise Zone
         In 2016, the San Diego Promise Zone became one of 22 federally designated Promise Zones
in the United States and one of only four in California. The San Diego Promise Zone covers a 6.4-
square-mile targeted area that spans East Village and Barrio Logan east to Encanto and is home to
the City’s most culturally rich and ethnically diverse neighborhoods, but also some of the most
underserved communities. More than 80,000 San Diegans live in the Promise Zone, an area where
unemployment is high (15.61 percent, pre-pandemic), and poverty is concentrated (39.06 percent).  
      Through the Promise Zone initiative, community-based organizations, direct service providers,
residents, and business owners work with government agencies to streamline resources and deliver
comprehensive support.  

Increase access to healthy foods
Improve access to healthcare
Support opportunities for active
transportation and active living

Create and preserve affordable
housing
Support renters, first-time
homebuyers, and people without
housing

Cultivate opportunities for career
exploration, applied learning, and youth
leadership
Create meaningful summer
employment experiences for teenagers

Dialogue with residents
Create environments conducive to
learning and working
Improve infrastructure

Increase the number of students
meeting school readiness and grade-
level expectations
Increase educational and career
supports for Opportunity Youth

Increase and
improve access to
capital
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https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/917ad3f1d4b347768dc3771d4e348dc9
https://www.sandiego.gov/sites/default/files/sdpz-newsrelease-160606.pdf
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/ea69d671af3d4c15865401bb6459085b?header
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/776bcf763aba4b22987ca38f3b5df2c9
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/38903fe8894f4325bb2308e8dd343f31
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/102da0e4bb234c5e8e4058fbd1147084
https://arcg.is/jOTa40


The Promise Zone wishes all our Partners
and readers a Happy Earth Day! We
have the Earth to thank for San Diego's
beautiful coastline, our sunny weather,
and April's superbloom. How do you show
appreciation for our environment?

We are also thrilled to introduce Melissa
Elder as the new Promise Zone's Program
Coordinator!  As an environmental
engineer and social justice advocate,
she brings a wealth of expertise from
research, engineering consulting,
program management, community
engagement, sustainability, and
supporting start-ups. 
 

A  M E S S A G E  T O
O U R  P A R T N E R S  

THE PROMISE ZONE

San Diego Receives $24
Million for Otay Mesa

Bridge 

County to Create Affordable
Housing Using Surplus

Property 

 San Diego Lenders Awarded  
More than $10M for Low-

Income Areas and
Businesses

Mayor Gloria's Proposed
Budget includes Millions for

Homelessness

THANK YOU,  JESSICA!  
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IN THE
MEDIA

We are sad to share that Jessica Pangan, our Operations Associate,
completed her year of service with the Promise Zone earlier this month. 

 Jessica supported our Steering Committee, Economic Activity Working
Group, and all operations for our team. Jessica has been a dedicated
member of our team and an amazing friend. Good luck in your next

adventure, Jessica!  

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/news/transportation/story/2023-04-13/san-diego-pulls-in-24m-in-federal-cash-to-upgrade-palm-avenue-bridge-in-otay-mesa
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/news/transportation/story/2023-04-13/san-diego-pulls-in-24m-in-federal-cash-to-upgrade-palm-avenue-bridge-in-otay-mesa
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/local/san-diego-county-government-news/story/2023-04-11/county-to-create-affordable-housing-with-25-million-surplus-property
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/local/san-diego-county-government-news/story/2023-04-11/county-to-create-affordable-housing-with-25-million-surplus-property
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/business/story/2023-04-12/federal-government-awards-san-diego
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/business/story/2023-04-12/federal-government-awards-san-diego
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/business/story/2023-04-12/federal-government-awards-san-diego
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/business/story/2023-04-12/federal-government-awards-san-diego
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/news/politics/story/2023-04-14/todd-gloria-proposed-budget-homelessness-paving


Nearly 50 employers offering full-time

roles, part-time roles, and internships  

More than 200 student attendees

Two Youth Panels where young

professionals shared career insights and

answered questions from participants

The raffling off of 50 laptops provided  by

Computers 2 Kids and SD Access 4 All!

Earlier this month, the Promise Zone hosted

its first in-person event post-pandemic, a job

and resource fair titled, "Your Future, Now: a

Youth-Led Career Expo." Our event included:

A YOUTH-LED CAREER EXPO 
YOUR FUTURE, NOW
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Our 2023 Career Expo was the product of

endless planning and Partner Collaboration.

We are especially grateful for our Jobs &

Education Working Group, the Economic

Development Department, our event

volunteers, our Youth Panelists, and our

amazing team! 

Our Career Expo was

highlighted by several

San Diego news outlets!

FOX 5 San Diego 

KUSI 

NBC 7

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-e_LztQVR1o&t=3s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-e_LztQVR1o&t=3s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JKjSd-lp9lw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JKjSd-lp9lw
https://app.criticalmention.com/app/#/clip/public/33e82b0b-c919-4d89-913a-bc0c52cd02f5


In case you missed it, take a look at some photos from our event!

A YOUTH-LED CAREER EXPO 
YOUR FUTURE, NOW
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 April 2023 Working Group Updates
 

Housing Affordability will host a joint meeting with the Jobs & Education working
group in April to hear from childcare facility advocacy from San Diego for Every
Child and a housing developer. Staff is finalizing a Homelessness Resources trifold
and will begin printing and distribution soon! 

Economic Activity heard about the launch of the Financial Wellness Center at
Logan Heights CDC in partnership with Cal Coast Credit Union. The group also
discussed planning for a business walk in the Promise Zone and heard from the
Economic Development Department regarding the City’s FY 2024 budget update.

Healthy Communities heard from Urban Corps and CoPlace on its new garden and
education project in Logan Heights. Then the group learned about City Heights
CDC’s Equitable Coastal Access initiatives and history of advocacy for active
transportation. 

Jobs & Education hosted its annual Signature Event, a job and resource fair titled,
"Your Future, Now: a Youth-Led Career Expo." See page 4 for more details! This
month, Jobs & Education will host a joint meeting with a Housing Affordability,
hearing from a San Diego Housing Developer and San Diego for Every Child. 

Healthy Communities is looking for a co-chair who has experience in the healthcare sector
or an adjacent field.
Safety is looking for two co-chairs who can help re-energize the working group and spur the
group to meet on a regular basis. 

Are you interested in creating tangible change in Promise Zone neighborhoods? A co-chair role
requires a time commitment of five to eight hours per month, and has a great impact on the
working groups advancing shared goals.

 If you are interested, or would like to nominate someone for the position, email us at
promisezone@sandiego.gov

Next Meeting: Wednesday, May 17th, 2:30 - 4:00 P.M.

Next Meeting: Wednesday, April 26th, 2:30 - 4:00 P.M.

Next Meeting: Wednesday, April 26th, 2:30 - 4:00 P.M.

Next Meeting: Thursday, May 18th, 10:30 - 12:00 P.M.

G E T  I N V O L V E D
B E C O M E  A  W O R K I N G  G R O U P  C O - C H A I R  

mailto:promisezone@sandiego.gov
mailto:promisezone@sandiego.gov


UPCOMING EVENTS

F.A.N.C.Y. Teen Girls Expo 
Cal DETOUR Empowers is
hosting their 2023 Teen Girls
Expo this month! The Expo will
include Career Exploration
speakers, job opportunities
for those 18 and up, and live
performances! Register
today! 

MAY
6

State Digital Equity Planning
Workshop 
Join SANDAG and many of its
Partners in a workshop to give
feedback on the State's Digital
Equity Plan and connect with
other San Diegans passionate
about Digital Equity. Sign up! 

APR
21

APR
22

Abrazo 5K Walk/10K Run
Casa Familiar's 50th
Anniversary Abrazo 5K/10K
Fundraiser Celebrates: A
History of Advocacy for
Human Rights - A future of
Equitable Transformation
 Register today! 

P A R T N E R
A N N O U N C E M E N T S  
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http://detourempowers.org/f-a-n-c-y-teen-girls-expo-2/
http://detourempowers.org/f-a-n-c-y-teen-girls-expo-2/
http://detourempowers.org/f-a-n-c-y-teen-girls-expo-2/
http://detourempowers.org/f-a-n-c-y-teen-girls-expo-2/
http://detourempowers.org/f-a-n-c-y-teen-girls-expo-2/
https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/digital-equity-and-bead-planning-workshops-1979869?aff=odclrlmcfto
https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/digital-equity-and-bead-planning-workshops-1979869?aff=odclrlmcfto
https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/digital-equity-and-bead-planning-workshops-1979869?aff=odclrlmcfto
https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/digital-equity-and-bead-planning-workshops-1979869?aff=odclrlmcfto
https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/digital-equity-and-bead-planning-workshops-1979869?aff=odclrlmcfto
https://runsignup.com/Race/CA/SanYsidro/CasaFamiliar5k?cookieAttempt=1
https://runsignup.com/Race/CA/SanYsidro/CasaFamiliar5k?cookieAttempt=1
https://runsignup.com/Race/CA/SanYsidro/CasaFamiliar5k?cookieAttempt=1
https://runsignup.com/Race/CA/SanYsidro/CasaFamiliar5k?cookieAttempt=1
https://runsignup.com/Race/CA/SanYsidro/CasaFamiliar5k?cookieAttempt=1
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/e0eb00f7bcd844cd8caec646f2b0a59a
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KNOW YOUR RIGHTS
CLINIC

CHICANO PARK DAY 

San Diego's Office of Immigrant
Affairs is offering a free
presentations detailing your rights
as an immigrant is San Diego. The
presentation will be followed by
free legal consultation services!
Sign up!

P A R T N E R
A N N O U N C E M E N T S  

The Chicano Park Museum and
Cultural Center is hosting its first
in-person event in four years!
Chicano Park Day will include a car
show, a variety of vendors and
food trucks, and p erformances by
Chicano musicians, and traditional
dancers. The event will take place
on April 22nd. Get your tickets
today!

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScCnhsu4hNNETeXg-8mwvE7jiBFdnPJLJS0fhM7WTyiCtSIXQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScCnhsu4hNNETeXg-8mwvE7jiBFdnPJLJS0fhM7WTyiCtSIXQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScCnhsu4hNNETeXg-8mwvE7jiBFdnPJLJS0fhM7WTyiCtSIXQ/viewform
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/cpmcc-tickets-chicano-park-day-53-tickets-612576110637
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/cpmcc-tickets-chicano-park-day-53-tickets-612576110637
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/cpmcc-tickets-chicano-park-day-53-tickets-612576110637
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/cpmcc-tickets-chicano-park-day-53-tickets-612576110637
https://www.secondchanceyouthgarden.com/community-day-2023
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P A R T N E R
A N N O U N C E M E N T S  

https://vargas.house.gov/services/congressional-art-competition
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2023-every-day-is-earth-day-one-san-diego-tickets-558212908837
https://urbancorpssd.org/join/


G R A N T  O P P O R T U N I T I E S

The J.M.K. Innovation Prize 2023 

The James Irvine Foundation is accepting nominations
for leaders whose innovative solutions to critical state
challenges improve people's lives, create opportunity,
and contribute to a better California. 

 Nomination Deadline: April 27, 2023 

CA EDD is supporting programs that will focus on the
first step to transitioning participants into the
workforce and provide supportive services for
California’s most vulnerable populations. Requires
20% matched funding. 

Application Deadline: May 8, 2023 

Jobs + Education

Working Group
Priority Alignment

Economic ActivityHealthy Communities

Housing Affordability Safety

Employment Social Enterprise Program (ESE)
Program Year 2022-23 

APRIL  2023
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The J.M. Kaplan Fund seeks to identify, support, and
elevate innovators who are spearheading
transformative early-stage projects in the fields of the
environment, heritage conservation, and social
justice. 

Registration Deadline: April 28, 2023 

James Irvine Foundation Leadership Awards 2024

The Sharon Darling Innovation Fund (SDIF)
Family Learning System Challenge 

NCFL is seeking proposals from interested
organizations (adult education programs, early
childhood programs, child care, out-of-school time
programs, school districts, etc.) to develop and
implement programs to improve the status quo in
family literacy, family engagement, and/or family
leadership. 

 
Application Deadline: May 1, 2023

https://www.jmkfund.org/innovation-prize-2023/
https://www.grants.ca.gov/grants/employment-social-enterprise-program-ese-program-year-2022-23-py-22-23/
https://irvineawards.org/
https://www.familieslearning.org/ncfl-grant-opportunities/14
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$9,024,303 in funding  from grants this year Partners have secured an estimated

G R A N T  O P P O R T U N I T I E S

CAPACITY BUILDING W e  c a n  s u p p o r t  p a r t n e r s '
g r a n t  a p p l i c a t i o n s  b y

p r o v i d i n g  a  L e t t e r  o f  S u p p o r t .  

Insider Tip!

MY TOOLKIT

Program Management Courses
for Nonprofits 

Administration and Financial
Management: Resources on

budgeting, business planning,
compliance, filing state and

federal forms, finance, strategic
planning, tax issues, and more.

California Environmental Grassroots Fund

Rose Foundation is supporting small and emerging
local groups across California that are building
climate resilience and advancing environmental
justice. 

 
Application Deadline: June 1, 2023 

FREE WORKSHOPS &
WEBINARS

Environmental Justice Thriving Communities
Grantmaking (EJ TCGM) Program 

The EPA is supporting the design and management of
a new Environmental Justice competitive pass-
through program to provide grant funds via
subawards to community-based nonprofit
organizations and other eligible subrecipient groups
representing underserved and disadvantaged
communities. 

Application Deadline: May 31, 2023 

Thursday, May 4th at 10:00 AM

https://nonprofithub.org/webinar/finding-your-place-in-the-nonprofit-space/
https://nonprofitlibrary.com/video/google-ad-grants/?utm_campaign=How+To+Take+Full+Advantage+Of+%2410K%2FMonth+In+FREE+Google+Advertising+With+The+All-In-One+Google+Grants+Service+by+ConnectAd&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=253105840&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--1PvOODdAMGeYmuKf2Mf_8bznBbVNd7mUxQgnDg4oA1dgabgrBBTXUHWuSY4pMVC9Uhe_5WnACmnjKar4S9VC-Mi2xhQ&utm_content=253105840&utm_source=hs_email
https://collectiveimpactforum.org/resource/building-community-authority-in-place-based-collaboration/
mailto:promisezone@sandiego.gov
mailto:promisezone@sandiego.gov
mailto:promisezone@sandiego.gov
mailto:promisezone@sandiego.gov
https://www.nonprofitready.org/program-management
https://www.nonprofitready.org/program-management
https://www.councilofnonprofits.org/running-nonprofit/administration-and-financial-management
https://www.councilofnonprofits.org/running-nonprofit/administration-and-financial-management
https://rosefdn.org/grassrootsfund
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/environmental-justice-thriving-communities-grantmaking-program__;!!OBed2aHXvKmHymw!yKNpmlNVKC7CoYIaHVZJt0z3pdzilA2z30ZQXgTQ00VkMpFEsl7lospJchXjUiYTCSWbhU7xE_p1xmNRLXGa6HI2IsiUr-xT$


C I V I C  E N G A G E M E N T

WATCH CITY  COUNCIL  MEETINGS
WATCH COUNTY BOARD  OF

SUPERVISORS MEETINGS

Creek to Bay Cleanup / Join the largest cleanup in San Diego County this Earth Day,
April 22nd! Organized by I Love a Clean San Diego, the event will include several
cleanup locations throughout the County. Sign Up!
Cancer Disparities in San Diego  / Join UC San Diego's webinar highlighting National
Minority and Multicultural Health Month with an emphasis on cancer disparities and
research in San Diego! The webinar will take place on April 26th from 12:00 to 1:00.
Register now!
City of San Diego Libraries / The City has now restored access to 14 libraries across
San Diego on Sundays! Starting April 23, access to library services will be available to
the public every Sunday since the start of the Covid-19 pandemic. Learn more here!
Fiscal Year 2024 Proposed Budget: Mayor Todd Gloria released his proposed budget
for 2024 this month. The Proposed budget includes the greatest ever General Fund
investment to achieve greater progress on homelessness. Read more!
Opportunity Youth  Survey: Are you a youth in San Diego? Complete the San Diego
Foundation and the Environmental Health Coalition's survey to provide information
on your work experience and location and assist in the creation of a workforce
development program. Complete the survey by April 28th! 
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https://www.sandiego.gov/get-it-done
https://sandiego.granicus.com/ViewPublisher.php?view_id=31
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/general/board-meeting-video.html
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/general/board-meeting-video.html
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/general/board-meeting-video.html
https://cleansd.samaritan.com/custom/501/creek_to_bay
https://cleansd.samaritan.com/custom/501/creek_to_bay
https://cleansd.samaritan.com/custom/501/creek_to_bay
https://ucsd.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJwoceihpjIuH9IefCjQqgwgV7BRnilM9Fi4#/registration
https://ucsd.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJwoceihpjIuH9IefCjQqgwgV7BRnilM9Fi4#/registration
https://ucsd.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJwoceihpjIuH9IefCjQqgwgV7BRnilM9Fi4#/registration
https://ucsd.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJwoceihpjIuH9IefCjQqgwgV7BRnilM9Fi4#/registration
https://www.sandiego.gov/sites/default/files/04_12_23_sdpl_expands_to_sunday_hours_news_release.pdf
https://www.sandiego.gov/sites/default/files/04_12_23_sdpl_expands_to_sunday_hours_news_release.pdf
https://www.sandiego.gov/sites/default/files/04_12_23_sdpl_expands_to_sunday_hours_news_release.pdf
https://www.sandiego.gov/finance/proposed
https://www.sandiego.gov/finance/proposed
https://www.sandiego.gov/finance/proposed
https://www.sandiego.gov/finance/proposed
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/6QQWFH7
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/6QQWFH7
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/6QQWFH7
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/6QQWFH7
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/6QQWFH7
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/6QQWFH7


COMMUNITY IMPACT
MANAGER AND MORE!

JOIN THE PROMISE
ZONE TEAM

COUNTY OF SAN
DIEGO / COMMUNITY
OUTREACH FELLOW

T h e  O f f i c e  o f  S u p e r v i s o r
N o r a  V a r g a s ,  C h a i r  o f  t h e
S a n  D i e g o  C o u n t y  B o a r d
o f  S u p e r v i s o r s ,  i s  h i r i n g  

 f u l l - t i m e  h i g h  s c h o o l  a n d
u n d e r g r a d  s t u d e n t s .  V i e w

t h e  l i s t i n g  a n d  a p p l y !

T h e  P r o m i s e  Z o n e  i s
c u r r e n t l y  r e c r u i t i n g  f o r  i t s
n e x t  r o u n d  o f  A m e r i C o r p s
V I S T A ' s .  J o i n  o u r  t e a m  t o
c r e a t e  t a n g i b l e  c h a n g e  i n

S a n  D i e g o  a n d  g a i n  v a l u a b l e
e x p e r i e n c e  i n  g o v e r n m e n t .  I f

i n t e r e s t e d ,  e m a i l  W i l l  a t
s m i t h w @ s a n d i e g o . g o v !  

JOB BOARD 
Informal Job Database, solicitation for services

APRIL  2023
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LOOKING FOR A JOB?
 CHECK OUT THESE JOB BOARDS FROM OUR PARTNERS

S a n  D i e g o  W o r k f o r c e  P a r t n e r s h i p  –  J o b  B o a r d  

C i t y  o f  S a n  D i e g o  –  I n t e r n s h i p  a n d  W o r k  R e a d i n e s s  J o b  B o a r d

S a n  D i e g o  R e g i o n a l  E D C  –  J o b  B o a r d  

T h e  S a n  D i e g o  F o u n d a t i o n  i s
h i r i n g  f o r  m u l t i p l e

p o s i t i o n s :  F i n a n c e  S e n i o r
M a n a g e r ,  a n d  a  C o m m u n i t y
I m p a c t  F e l l o w .  L e a r n  m o r e

a n d  a p p l y !

CALIFORNIA CLIMATE
ACTION CORPS (CCAP)

W a n t  t o  b e c o m e  a  f e l l o w
w i t h  t h e  S t a t e  o f

C a l i f o r n i a ?  T h e  C C A P  i s
c u r r e n t l y  h i r i n g  S u m m e r ,

a n d  2 0 2 3 - 2 4  f e l l o w s .
V i e w  t h e  l i s t i n g  a n d

a p p l y !   

https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/sdcounty/jobs/3827385/community-outreach-fellow-student-worker-22090512ucof
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/sdcounty/jobs/3827385/community-outreach-fellow-student-worker-22090512ucof
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/sdcounty/jobs/3827385/community-outreach-fellow-student-worker-22090512ucof
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/sdcounty/jobs/3827385/community-outreach-fellow-student-worker-22090512ucof
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/sdcounty/jobs/3827385/community-outreach-fellow-student-worker-22090512ucof
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/sdcounty/jobs/3827385/community-outreach-fellow-student-worker-22090512ucof
mailto:smithw@sandiego.gov
mailto:smithw@sandiego.gov
mailto:smithw@sandiego.gov
mailto:smithw@sandiego.gov
https://workforce.org/jobboards/
https://www.sandiego.gov/volunteer-program/youth
https://sandiegolifechanging.org/hiring-in-san-diego/
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Promise Zone Staff
 

Xiomalys Crespo, Promise Zone Program Manager •  XCrespo@sandiego.gov

Roosevelt Williams III, Program Specialist • RooseveltW@sandiego.gov

Will Smith, Communications Associate VISTA • SmithW@sandiego.gov

Isobel Varney, Grants and Research Associate VISTA • IVarney@sandiego.gov

Bryan Bello, Management Intern • BBello@sandiego.gov
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