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"To co-create an ecosystem of
opportunity and investment
through collaboration that
addresses systemic racism and
inequities to improve the quality
of life of Promise Zone residents”
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Working Group Goals

San Diego Promise Zone | Overview

About the Promise Zone
         In 2016, the San Diego Promise Zone became one of 22 federally designated Promise Zones
in the United States and one of only four in California. The San Diego Promise Zone covers a 6.4-
square-mile targeted area that spans East Village and Barrio Logan east to Encanto and is home to
the City’s most culturally rich and ethnically diverse neighborhoods, but also some of the most
underserved communities. More than 80,000 San Diegans live in the Promise Zone, an area where
unemployment is high (15.61 percent, pre-pandemic), and poverty is concentrated (39.06 percent).  
      Through the Promise Zone initiative, community-based organizations, direct service providers,
residents, and business owners work with government agencies to streamline resources and deliver
comprehensive support.  

Increase access to healthy foods
Improve access to healthcare
Support opportunities for active
transportation and active living

Create and preserve affordable
housing
Support renters, first-time
homebuyers, and people without
housing

Cultivate opportunities for career
exploration, applied learning, and youth
leadership
Create meaningful summer
employment experiences for teenagers

Dialogue with residents
Create environments conducive to
learning and working
Improve infrastructure

Increase the number of students
meeting school readiness and grade-
level expectations
Increase educational and career
supports for Opportunity Youth

Increase and
improve access to
capital
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https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/917ad3f1d4b347768dc3771d4e348dc9
https://www.sandiego.gov/sites/default/files/sdpz-newsrelease-160606.pdf
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/ea69d671af3d4c15865401bb6459085b?header
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/776bcf763aba4b22987ca38f3b5df2c9
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/38903fe8894f4325bb2308e8dd343f31
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/102da0e4bb234c5e8e4058fbd1147084
https://arcg.is/jOTa40


Happy Pride Month from the San Diego
Promise Zone! The compassion and
celebration of individuality that occurs
within the LGBTQ+ community is
something that we all should strive for.
Learn more about how you can help
protect the rights of LGBTQ+ Americans,
particularly trans youth. 

During this month we are also happy to
recognize Juneteenth. This federal holiday
commemorates the end of slavery in the
United States and encourages the
celebration of Black culture. Read more
about the significance and history of
Juneteenth.

A  M E S S A G E  T O
O U R  P A R T N E R S  

STAY CONNECTED!

San Diego Pilot Program
Supports Middle-Income

Black, Indigenous, and POC
First-Time Homebuyers

San Diego City Council
Approves Plan to Install

Digital Kiosks Downtown

WELCOME NATHANIEL!
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MEDIA
UPDATES

We are happy to announce that the Promise Zone Team has added another
AmeriCorps VISTA to our team! Nathaniel Hillman joins us as a Grants and
Research Associate and comes with a wealth of experience. Nathaniel has

previously served as a Program Manager with the U.S. Department of Homeland
Security and as a Peace Corps Volunteer in China. Nathaniel will help build
capacity of our Partners and identify grants relevant to your organization.  

The LGBTQ History of 
Hillcrest

San Diego Makes Juneteenth
a Paid City Holiday 

https://sandiegohistory.org/journal/2019/july/lgbtq-in-san-diego-a-history-of-persecution-battles-and-triumphs/
https://action.aclu.org/petition/take-pledge-support-trans-youth-now
https://action.aclu.org/petition/take-pledge-support-trans-youth-now
https://law.stanford.edu/2022/06/15/a-brief-history-the-significance-of-juneteenth/
https://law.stanford.edu/2022/06/15/a-brief-history-the-significance-of-juneteenth/
https://www.nbcsandiego.com/news/local/san-diego-pilot-program-assists-middle-income-black-indigenous-and-people-of-color-first-time-homebuyers/3242838/
https://www.nbcsandiego.com/news/local/free-wi-fi-downtown-san-diego-city-council-approves-plan-to-install-digital-kiosks/3241769/
https://www.10news.com/news/local-news/pride-month-the-lgbtq-history-of-hillcrest
https://www.10news.com/news/local-news/pride-month-the-lgbtq-history-of-hillcrest
https://www.10news.com/news/local-news/pride-month-the-lgbtq-history-of-hillcrest
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/news/politics/story/2023-03-21/san-diego-juneteenth-paid-city-holiday#:~:text=Before%202020%2C%20the%20city%20typically,outside%20City%20Hall%20in%202021.
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/news/politics/story/2023-03-21/san-diego-juneteenth-paid-city-holiday#:~:text=Before%202020%2C%20the%20city%20typically,outside%20City%20Hall%20in%202021.
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 June 2023 Working Group Updates
 

Housing Affordability did not meet during the month of May. In April, the group
hosted a joint meeting with the Jobs & Education working group. Both groups heard
about childcare facility advocacy from San Diego for Every Child and San Diego
housing developer, Chelsea Investment Corporation. 

Economic Activity hosted a joint meeting with Healthy Communities. The groups
identified a corridor along Imperial Avenue between 19th Street and 32nd Street for
the Promise Zone Business Walk on June 28th.

Healthy Communities hosted a joint meeting with Economic Activity where the
groups heard from the City's Planning Department on its recent Environmental
Justice Element which will fund organizations to support community engagement
activities. Then the groups heard from Circulate San Diego on its proposed
roundabout projects along Imperial Avenue.

Jobs & Education heard presentations from the City of San Diego's Office of Child
and Youth Success on their Master Plan as well as an update from Urban Corps on
their portion of an application for the Transformative Climate Communities program
which would bring $30 Million to the City of San Diego. 

Next Meetings: Stay tuned for calendar invites with details of the
next working group meetings!

G E T  I N V O L V E D
B E C O M E  A  W O R K I N G  G R O U P  C O - C H A I R  

Our working groups will not meet during June and July. We look forward to resuming
meetings in August. Read below for last month's updates!

Healthy Communities is looking for a co-chair who has experience in the healthcare sector
or an adjacent field.
Housing Affordability is seeking a co-chair with experience in the creation of affordable
housing or supporting renters, the unhoused, and homebuyers in San Diego.
Safety is looking for two co-chairs who can help re-energize the working group and spur the
group to meet on a regular basis. 

Are you interested in creating tangible change in Promise Zone neighborhoods? A co-chair role
requires a time commitment of three to four hours per month, and has a great impact on the
working groups advancing shared goals.

 If you are interested, or would like to nominate someone for the position, email Melissa Elder
at melder@sandiego.gov. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Creative City Kick Off
Join the City of San Diego's
Creative City cultural planning
process for its kick off! The event
will feature a welcome from
Mayor Todd Gloria, interactive
activities, and insight on the
planning process. RSVP now!

JUNE
24

JUNE
24

JUNE
20

Celebration of Homeownership
Join the Urban League of San
Diego County's 2nd Annual
Celebration of Homeownership
later this month! The event will
feature food, drinks, and financial
professionals to assist your family.
Register today!

P A R T N E R
A N N O U N C E M E N T S  
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Health Resource Fair 
The Jacobs Center's 2023 Health
Resources will include assistance
getting CalFresh, blood pressure
screenings, and more. The event
will take place at 404 Euclid Ave.
San Diego from 10:00 to 2:00. For
more information email
info@jacobscenter.org. 

https://lamesajuneteenth.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfPZQxozeljd0ZTLzHlbMJNX17mWbnlS-G0zSXl2fyOF2N10A/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfPZQxozeljd0ZTLzHlbMJNX17mWbnlS-G0zSXl2fyOF2N10A/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfPZQxozeljd0ZTLzHlbMJNX17mWbnlS-G0zSXl2fyOF2N10A/viewform
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2nd-annual-celebration-of-homeownership-month-hosted-by-ulsdc-housing-team-tickets-621243585287
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2nd-annual-celebration-of-homeownership-month-hosted-by-ulsdc-housing-team-tickets-621243585287
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2nd-annual-celebration-of-homeownership-month-hosted-by-ulsdc-housing-team-tickets-621243585287
https://www.sandiego.gov/child-youth-success/master-plan
mailto:info@jacobscenter.org
mailto:info@jacobscenter.org
mailto:info@jacobscenter.org
mailto:info@jacobscenter.org
mailto:info@jacobscenter.org
mailto:info@jacobscenter.org
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JUNETEENTH CELEBRATION

DESTINATION DISCOVERY

UC San Diego Park & Market is
hosting a celebration of Black Art,
Music, and Community on June
18th from 12:00 to 7:00 PM. The
Juneteenth celebration will feature
a black-owned business market,
panel discussion, and live music.
Learn more!

P A R T N E R
A N N O U N C E M E N T S  

The Urban League of San Diego
County is hosting a summer
program for 2nd to 3rd graders
throughout June and July. The
program will feature opportunities
for learning, play, and scientific
exploration. Enroll your child today!

https://parkandmarket.ucsd.edu/event/juneteenth-at-uc-san-diego-park-market-a-celebration-of-black-art-music-andcommunity/
https://parkandmarket.ucsd.edu/event/juneteenth-at-uc-san-diego-park-market-a-celebration-of-black-art-music-andcommunity/
https://parkandmarket.ucsd.edu/event/juneteenth-at-uc-san-diego-park-market-a-celebration-of-black-art-music-andcommunity/
https://www.inplay.org/r/san-diego/providers/urban-league-of-san-diego-county/destination-discovery-urban-league-steam-summer-learning-initiative
https://www.inplay.org/r/san-diego/providers/urban-league-of-san-diego-county/destination-discovery-urban-league-steam-summer-learning-initiative
https://www.inplay.org/r/san-diego/providers/urban-league-of-san-diego-county/destination-discovery-urban-league-steam-summer-learning-initiative
https://www.inplay.org/r/san-diego/providers/urban-league-of-san-diego-county/destination-discovery-urban-league-steam-summer-learning-initiative
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/black-business-empowerment-clinic-tickets-643416846107


G R A N T  O P P O R T U N I T I E S
Community Engagement Support for Environmental

Justice Element

The City is funding up to $20,000 per organization to
collaborate with the City and gather community
input to address environmental issues, such as
access to healthy food, air quality, and public spaces. 

Application Deadline: June 20, 2023

New Earth Foundation Grant 

The Bank of America Charitable Foundation is accepting
proposals that address economic mobility focused on
the community’s needs, specifically community
development and small business resiliency, and
neighborhood revitalization. 

 Application Deadline: June 23, 2023

New Earth Foundation invites applications for
innovative projects with the potential to enhance life
on our planet, brighten the future, and advance peace. 

Letter of Inquiry Deadline: July 1, 2023 

Jobs + Education

Working Group
Priority Alignment

Economic ActivityHealthy Communities

Housing Affordability Safety
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Community Development and Small Business
Resiliency

Early Literacy San Diego Programs 

The Dr. Seuss Foundation is funding projects in San
Diego that focus on early literacy, work to increase
the number of children who enter school ready to
learn and thrive, and who are proficient readers by
the time they enter fourth grade. 

Letter of Intent Deadline: July 1, 2023

https://www.sandiego.gov/sites/default/files/230526_cbo_application.pdf
https://newearthfoundation.org/apply.html
https://newearthfoundation.org/apply.html
https://about.bankofamerica.com/en/making-an-impact/charitable-foundation-grant-faq
https://drseussfoundation.org/grant-process/
https://drseussfoundation.org/grant-process/
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$9,024,303 in funding  from grants this year Partners have secured an estimated

G R A N T  O P P O R T U N I T I E S

CAPACITY BUILDING W e  c a n  s u p p o r t  p a r t n e r s '
g r a n t  a p p l i c a t i o n s  b y

p r o v i d i n g  a  L e t t e r  o f  S u p p o r t .  

Insider Tip!

MY TOOLKIT

June 28 from 9:30 to 11:30 AM

Accelerating Your Nonprofit
Career with Trevor Blair: Free in-

person event

Nonprofit Google Ads 101:
How to get the Google Ad
Grant

Humanities For All Project Grants 

California Humanities is supporting locally initiated
public humanities projects that respond to the needs
and interests of Californians and encourages greater
public participation in humanities programming,
particularly by new and/or underserved audiences. 

 
Application Deadline: July 17, 2023

2023 Multifamily Finance Housing Super NOFA 

The MFHS Notice of Funding Availability streamlines
four of HCD's rental housing programs to align
eligibility criteria, scoring, and release of funds
allowing for a coordinated single application and
award process. 

Application Deadline: July 12, 2023

Impact Fund 

Grants of up to $50,000 will be awarded to nonprofit
legal service providers, private attorneys, and/or small
law firms seeking to advance justice in civil rights,
human rights, anti-poverty, and environmental justice
cases that impact marginalized groups. 

 
LOI Deadline: July 17, 2023

https://nonprofithub.org/webinar/finding-your-place-in-the-nonprofit-space/
mailto:promisezone@sandiego.gov
mailto:promisezone@sandiego.gov
mailto:promisezone@sandiego.gov
mailto:promisezone@sandiego.gov
https://members.npsolutions.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=1752473&group=
https://members.npsolutions.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=1752473&group=
https://members.npsolutions.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=1752473&group=
https://blog.candid.org/post/getting-started-google-ads-grant-for-nonprofits/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=Candid+Newsletter+-+All+Subscribers&utm_campaign=CAN-M-05-25-2023
https://calhum.org/humanities-for-all/
https://calhum.org/humanities-for-all/
https://www.hcd.ca.gov/grants-and-funding/supernofa
https://www.hcd.ca.gov/grants-and-funding/supernofa
https://www.impactfund.org/legal-grants/application-requirements/grant-criteria
https://www.impactfund.org/legal-grants/application-requirements/grant-criteria


C I V I C  E N G A G E M E N T

WATCH CITY  COUNCIL  MEETINGS
WATCH COUNTY BOARD  OF

SUPERVISORS MEETINGS

California State Digital Equity Survey / Assist the State of California in ensuring all
residents have access to high quality and affordable internet by completing their
Digital Equity Plan Survey. The anonymous survey assist the State in understanding
barriers to access and how to close the digital divide. Take the survey!
Digital Equity Ecosystem Mapping / The State of California is requesting all
government agencies, nonprofits, researchers, and community organizations to
help map what services are being offered regarding Digital Equity. Learn more.
IRS Pilot Program / The IRS recently submitted a report to Congress evaluating a
voluntary Direct File option of taxpayers which would be free of cost and streamline
the tax filing process. Read more. 
Free Summer Lunches for Youth / The San Diego Public Library and San Diego
Unified School District are teaming up to provide free summer lunches to youth
during summer. The program will run Monday through Friday, starting June 20th
and ending August 11th, and take place at several different libraries. Learn more.
Comprehensive Shelter Strategy / The Mayor's weekly catch up from earlier this
month includes details on the Unsafe Camping Ordinance, the City's Shelter
Strategy, and street improvement projects throughout San Diego. Read more.
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https://www.sandiego.gov/get-it-done
https://sandiego.granicus.com/ViewPublisher.php?view_id=31
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/general/board-meeting-video.html
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/general/board-meeting-video.html
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/general/board-meeting-video.html
https://broadbandforall.civilspace.io/en/projects/california-department-of-technology-broadband-digital-equity-survey/engagements/california-state-digital-equity-plan-public-survey-10-15-minutes/sections/1
https://broadbandforall.civilspace.io/en/projects/california-department-of-technology-broadband-digital-equity-survey/engagements/california-state-digital-equity-plan-public-survey-10-15-minutes/sections/1
https://broadbandforall.civilspace.io/en/projects/california-department-of-technology-broadband-digital-equity-survey/engagements/california-state-digital-equity-plan-public-survey-10-15-minutes/sections/1
https://broadbandforall.civilspace.io/en/projects/california-department-of-technology-broadband-digital-equity-survey/engagements/digital-equity-ecosystem-mapping-deem/sections/1
https://broadbandforall.civilspace.io/en/projects/california-department-of-technology-broadband-digital-equity-survey/engagements/digital-equity-ecosystem-mapping-deem/sections/1
https://broadbandforall.civilspace.io/en/projects/california-department-of-technology-broadband-digital-equity-survey/engagements/digital-equity-ecosystem-mapping-deem/sections/1
https://broadbandforall.civilspace.io/en/projects/california-department-of-technology-broadband-digital-equity-survey/engagements/digital-equity-ecosystem-mapping-deem/sections/1
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-submits-direct-file-report-to-congress-treasury-department-directs-pilot-to-evaluate-key-issues
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-submits-direct-file-report-to-congress-treasury-department-directs-pilot-to-evaluate-key-issues
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-submits-direct-file-report-to-congress-treasury-department-directs-pilot-to-evaluate-key-issues
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-submits-direct-file-report-to-congress-treasury-department-directs-pilot-to-evaluate-key-issues
https://www.sandiego.gov/public-library/summerlunch
https://www.sandiego.gov/public-library/summerlunch
https://www.sandiego.gov/public-library/summerlunch
https://www.sandiego.gov/public-library/summerlunch
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Weekly-Update-from-Mayor-Gloria.html?soid=1139143320739&aid=wPEWUdeMeQQ
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Weekly-Update-from-Mayor-Gloria.html?soid=1139143320739&aid=wPEWUdeMeQQ
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Weekly-Update-from-Mayor-Gloria.html?soid=1139143320739&aid=wPEWUdeMeQQ


JOIN THE PROMISE
ZONE TEAM

J o i n  o u r  t e a m  a s  a n
A m e r i C o r p s  V I S T A  t o  c r e a t e

t a n g i b l e  c h a n g e  i n  S a n  D i e g o
a n d  g a i n  v a l u a b l e  e x p e r i e n c e
i n  g o v e r n m e n t .  I f  i n t e r e s t e d ,

e m a i l  o u r  P r o g r a m
C o o r d i n a t o r  M e l i s s a  E l d e r  a t  

 m e l d e r @ s a n d i e g o . g o v !

VARIOUS POSITIONS

T h e  S a n  D i e g o  L G B T
C e n t e r  c u r r e n t l y  h i r i n g
f o r  n u m e r o u s  p o s i t i o n s

a c r o s s  t h e  C o u n t y .  A
c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  p a r t - t i m e ,

a n d  f u l l - t i m e  p o s i t i o n s
a r e  o p e n .  A p p l y  t o d a y !

JOB BOARD 
Informal Job Database, solicitation for services

JUNE 2023
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LOOKING FOR A JOB?
 CHECK OUT THESE JOB BOARDS FROM OUR PARTNERS

S a n  D i e g o  W o r k f o r c e  P a r t n e r s h i p  –  J o b  B o a r d  

C i t y  o f  S a n  D i e g o  –  I n t e r n s h i p  a n d  W o r k  R e a d i n e s s  J o b  B o a r d

S a n  D i e g o  R e g i o n a l  E D C  –  J o b  B o a r d  

TEACHING
OPPORTUNITIES

T h e  U r b a n  L e a g u e  o f  S a n
D i e g o  C o u n t y  i s  h i r i n g

f o r  s e v e r a l  d i f f e r e n t
t e a c h i n g  r o l e s .  L e a r n

m o r e  a n d  a p p l y !  

YOUTH INTERNSHIPS

K i t c h e n s  f o r  G o o d  i s
d e d i c a t e d  t o  t r a n s f o r m i n g
l i v e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  c u l i n a r y

a r t s  a n d  i s  a c t i v e l y  s e e k i n g
t a l e n t e d  i n d i v i d u a l s  w h o
h a v e  a  p a s s i o n  f o r  f o o d ,
c o m m u n i t y ,  a n d  p o s i t i v e
i m p a c t .  C h e c k  o u t  t h e i r

n e w  o p e n i n g s !

https://thecentersd.applicantpro.com/jobs/
https://www.sdhc.org/about-us/careers/
mailto:melder@sandiego.gov
mailto:melder@sandiego.gov
mailto:melder@sandiego.gov
https://www.indeed.com/job/summer-associate-americorps-vista-service-9cf9abd9cacd9703
https://www.indeed.com/job/summer-associate-americorps-vista-service-9cf9abd9cacd9703
https://www.indeed.com/job/summer-associate-americorps-vista-service-9cf9abd9cacd9703
https://thecentersd.applicantpro.com/jobs/
https://workforce.org/jobboards/
https://www.sandiego.gov/volunteer-program/youth
https://sandiegolifechanging.org/hiring-in-san-diego/
https://files.constantcontact.com/33d214b6be/28a1dcb0-07ff-46cd-859f-f52f61cc7947.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/33d214b6be/28a1dcb0-07ff-46cd-859f-f52f61cc7947.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/33d214b6be/28a1dcb0-07ff-46cd-859f-f52f61cc7947.pdf
https://kitchensforgood.org/careers/?gnk=job&gni=8a7885ac88796764018896a7853758ae&gns=Internal+Applicant#kitchens-for-good-careers
https://kitchensforgood.org/careers/?gnk=job&gni=8a7885ac88796764018896a7853758ae&gns=Internal+Applicant#kitchens-for-good-careers
https://kitchensforgood.org/careers/?gnk=job&gni=8a7885ac88796764018896a7853758ae&gns=Internal+Applicant#kitchens-for-good-careers


Promise Zone Staff
 

Melissa Elder, Promise Zone Program Coordinator •  MElder@sandiego.gov

Roosevelt Williams III, Program Specialist • RooseveltW@sandiego.gov

Will Smith, Communications Associate VISTA • SmithW@sandiego.gov

Isobel Varney, Grants and Research Associate VISTA • IVarney@sandiego.gov

Nathaniel Hillman, Grants and Research Associate VISTA • NHillman@sandiego.gov 

Bryan Bello, Management Intern • BBello@sandiego.gov

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

S T A Y  C O N N E C T E D  
T O  T H E  P R O M I S E  Z O N E
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Not pictured: Melissa Elder and Nathaniel Hillman 
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mailto:nhillman@sandiego.gov
mailto:bbello@sandiego.gov
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