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ZOOM FUNCTIONS
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AGENDA
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6:00 CALL TO ORDER – Andy Wiese, Chair
VIRTUAL ROLL CALL
APPROVAL OF MINUTES – May & June Meetings
NON-AGENDA PUBLIC COMMENT – Two minutes per speaker

6:15 ITEM 1 INFO ITEM – Project Status
6:20 ITEM 2 INFO ITEM – Open Space
6:45 ITEM 3 INFO ITEM – Habitat
7:10 ITEM 4 INFO ITEM – Trails
7:30 ADJOURNMENT



TODAY’S PRESENTATIONS
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 Katie Witherspoon, AICP – University CPU Project Manager        
Senior Planner, Planning Department 

 Kristy Forburger – Multiple Species Conservation Program               
Development Project Manager III, Planning Department 

 Dan Monroe – Multiple Species Conservation Program               
Senior Planner, Planning Department 

 Laura Ball – Open Space Division                                                                   
Project Officer II, Parks and Recreation Department

 Martin Flores, RLA, ASLA – Landscape Architect                                
Park Planner, Planning Department 



MEETING PURPOSE & EXPECTED TAKEAWAYS

PURPOSE

DISCUSSION

TAKEAWAYS

WHAT’S NEXT?

To review the existing Open Space, Habitat, and 
Trails System within the University Community Area. 
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MEETING PURPOSE & EXPECTED TAKEAWAYS

PURPOSE

DISCUSSION

TAKEAWAYS

WHAT’S NEXT?

For the Subcommittee and attendees to provide 
any feedback on the existing Open Space and 
proposed Trails systems. 
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To review the existing Open Space, Habitat, and 
Trails System within the University Community Area. 



MEETING PURPOSE & EXPECTED TAKEAWAYS

PURPOSE

DISCUSSION

TAKEAWAYS

WHAT’S NEXT?

Feedback will guide Staff in the review and 
development of draft goals and policies for the 
open space and conservation section of the CPU.
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To review the existing Open Space, Habitat, and 
Trails System within the University Community Area. 

For the Subcommittee and attendees to provide 
any feedback on the existing Open Space and 
proposed Trails systems. 



MEETING PURPOSE & EXPECTED TAKEAWAYS

PURPOSE

DISCUSSION

TAKEAWAYS

WHAT’S NEXT?

Feedback will guide Staff in the review and 
development of draft goals and policies for the 
open space section of the CPU.

A discussion on the proposed goals and policies for 
the Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Element of 
the University CPU. 
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To review the existing Open Space, Habitat, and 
Trails System within the University Community Area. 

For the Subcommittee and attendees to provide 
any feedback on the existing Open Space and 
proposed Trails systems. 



WHAT IS A COMMUNITY PLAN? 
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A community plan is a public document which 
contains specific proposals for future land uses 
and public improvements in a given community. A 
community plan is part of the City's General Plan. 
It provides tailored policies and a long-range 
physical development guide for elected officials 
and citizens engaged in community development.

https://www.sandiego.gov/planning/genplan


WHAT THE COMMUNITY PLAN DOES DO
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 It provides community-specific, tailored policies and a long-range 
physical development guide for City staff, decisionmakers, property 
owners, and citizens engaged in community development.

 It identifies a vision and strategies to support community character 
and conservation. 

 It establishes goals and policies to address land use, mobility, urban 
design, open space, and public facilities.

 As a component of the City of San Diego’s General Plan, it is a long-
term blueprint for the future and provides location-based policies 
and recommendations.



WHAT THE COMMUNITY PLAN DOES NOT DO
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 It does not mandate growth. The community plan provides options 
and opportunities for new housing and employment. It does not 
require property owners to redevelop or mandate that 
development will happen.

 It is not a maintenance document. The community plan is a long-
range policy and regulatory document that identifies future 
infrastructure needs. It is not a plan to address the deferred 
maintenance of existing infrastructure.

 It does not approve specific projects. The community plan 
establishes policy and regulatory direction—all future projects will 
still go through an approval process.



OPEN SPACE SYSTEM
Katie Witherspoon, AICP 
City of San Diego



CPU KICKOFF – 2018
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 Protect Rose Canyon 

Open Space Park

 Improve Connections

 Preserve Open Space



COMMUNITY SURVEY – 2019 – PRIORITIES
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4.46 4.27 

3.22 

4.25 4.16 
4.38 

Protected Canyons &
Open Space

New Park &
Recreation Facilities

Affordable Housing Improved Street
Infrastructure for
Walking & Biking

Office & Scientific
Research Areas Kept

as Job Sources

Residents can Live,
Work, Shop, & Play in

the Community

See Survey Report: https://www.sandiego.gov/sites/default/files/university_community_survey_report_dec2019_online.pdf
And Survey Report Appendix: https://www.sandiego.gov/sites/default/files/university_survey_report_appendix_-_compiled_comments.pdf

Priority 
Ranking 
Low  (1) to 
High (5)

https://www.sandiego.gov/sites/default/files/university_community_survey_report_dec2019_online.pdf
https://www.sandiego.gov/sites/default/files/university_survey_report_appendix_-_compiled_comments.pdf


WHAT WE’VE HEARD
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 Open Space preservation is a priority 

 Rose Canyon Open Space Park as a significant 

community asset

 Maintaining & providing trail access

 Providing greater connectivity including trail 

connections and park access



EXISTING UCP GOALS: OPEN SPACE & RECREATION 
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 Preserve the natural resources of the community through the 
appropriate designation and use of open space. Major topographic 
features and biological resources should be preserved as 
undeveloped open space. 

 Provide a system of population-based parks to meet the community’s 
needs for outdoor recreation. 

 Establish an open space system that will utilize the terrain and natural 
drainage system to guide the form of urban development, enhance 
neighborhood identity and separate incompatible land uses.



EXISTING UCP GOALS: OPEN SPACE & RECREATION 
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 Promote public health and safety by designating areas with high 
potential for landslides, earthquake faults or aircraft accidents as 
open space.

 Develop a linkage system to connect recreational and natural open 
space areas throughout the community.



ADOPTED PLAN
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The open space in the University planning area 
serves primarily three functions: the preservation 
of topographic or biotic resources and habitats 

for resident and migratory birds, the provision of 
outlets for active or passive recreation and the 

protection of public health and safety. 



ADOPTED PLAN 
LAND USE
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Open Space



UNIVERSITY 
OPEN SPACE
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Rose Canyon 
Open Space Park

Torrey Pines
State Reserve

 Rose Canyon Open 
Space Park

 Torrey Pines -
Network

 Neighboring – San 
Clemente Canyon 

 Dedicated & 
Designated Lands

Torrey Pines
City Park

Torrey Pines
Golf Course

San Clemente 
Canyon



ROSE CANYON OPEN SPACE PARK
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UNIVERSITY 
OPEN SPACE
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CITY-OWNED 
LAND
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L310RU, L303RU, & L303PM

planuniversity.org   |   24



DISCUSSION: L310RU, L303RU, & L303PM
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ADOPTED PLAN LAND USE

Open Space
Medium Density 
Residential 
Scientific Research
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MULTIPLE HABITAT PLANNING AREA
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MHPA



K302P2 & K302P3
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K302P2 & K302P3
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K302P2 & K302P3

Open Space

Scientific Research
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K302P2 & K302P3
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MHPA



NEXT STEPS
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 Continued coordination with managing 
departments

 Parcels within the MHPA

 Underlying Land Use

 Tools for preservation



UNIVERSITY HABITAT
Kristy Forburger & Dan Monroe, 
City of San Diego



MULTIPLE SPECIES CONSERVATION PROGRAM
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The Multiple Species Conservation 
Program (MSCP) was developed to 
preserve a network of habitat and 

open space, protecting bio-
diversity and enhancing the 

region's quality of life. 



MULTIPLE HABITAT 
PLANNING AREA

35



VEGETATION & 
MHPA



SPECIAL STATUS 
SPECIES

Source: California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB),
Biogeographic Data Branch, Department of Fish and Wildlife, 2018;
City of San Diego, 2018; SANGIS/SANDAG, 2018; Dyett & Bhatia, 2018.



VERNAL POOL HABITAT CONSERVATION PLAN
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The Vernal Pool Habitat 
Conservation Plan (HCP) is intended 
to provide an effective framework to 
protect, enhance, and restore vernal 

pool resources within the 
City of San Diego.



UNIVERSITY 
VERNAL POOLS

39

Vernal Pool HCP covered 
species:

• Otay Mesa mint 
• San Diego Mesa mint 
• Spreading navarretia 
• San Diego button-celery 
• California Orcutt grass 
• Riverside fairy shrimp
• San Diego fairy shrimp



TRAILS SYSTEM
Katie Witherspoon & Laura Ball
City of San Diego



ADOPTED PLAN

An open space trails linkage system 
should be implemented to connect 

the major canyons with the 
neighborhood parks, schools and 

private open space areas. 
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TRAILS SYSTEM
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 Destination Trail: A trail designed to go to a specific destination. The destination may 
be a point of interest for scenic, educational, or activity-based purposes. The trail 
destination will usually include interpretive signage or other information.

 Connector Trail: A trail that connects or links to another trail or trail system. This type 
of trail could also be part of a larger destination, journey, or loop trail, or may be the 
start or ending of an alternate transportation route.

 Journey Trail: A trail that provides a route to pass through and enjoy natural areas 
without having a specific destination other than the trail itself.

 Loop Trail: A single trail that provides a loop. This type of trail will usually have scenic 
or other characteristics but may also be a short exercise trail.



TRAILS SYSTEM
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 Destination Trail: A trail designed to go to a specific destination. The destination may 
be a point of interest for scenic, educational, or activity-based purposes. The trail 
destination will usually include interpretive signage or other information.

 Connector Trail: A trail that connects or links to another trail or trail system. This type 
of trail could also be part of a larger destination, journey, or loop trail, or may be the 
start or ending of an alternate transportation route.

 Journey Trail: A trail that provides a route to pass through and enjoy natural 
areas without having a specific destination other than the trail itself.

 Loop Trail: A single trail that provides a loop. This type of trail will usually have scenic 
or other characteristics but may also be a short exercise trail.



TRAILS SYSTEM



DRAFT PROPOSED 
TRAILS NETWORK
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A
B



46

A
B

NOTE: Proposed Trail A and Proposed Trail B are 
recommended as either one or the other, not both. 

DRAFT PROPOSED 
TRAILS NETWORK



DRAFT PROPOSED 
TRAILS: #1



DRAFT PROPOSED 
TRAILS: #2



DRAFT PROPOSED 
TRAILS: #3

A

B

NOTE: Proposed Trail A and Proposed Trail B are 
recommended as either one or the other, not both. 



DRAFT PROPOSED 
NETWORK

A

BNOTE: Proposed Trail A and Proposed Trail B are 
recommended as either one or the other, not both. 



NEXT MEETING
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Tuesday, September 29th at 6:00pm
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APPENDIX
Community Outreach to Date



CPU KICKOFF – 2018 – MAP COMMENTS
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CPU KICKOFF – 2018 – COMMENT CARDS

planuniversity.org   |   54



CPU KICKOFF – 2018 – COMMENT CARDS – CONT’D
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CPU KICKOFF – 2018 – COMMENT CARDS – CONT’D
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CPU KICKOFF – 2018 – COMMENT CARDS – CONT’D
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CPU KICKOFF – 2018 – COMMENT CARDS – CONT’D
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CPU KICKOFF – 2018 – WHAT I LIKE…
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CPU KICKOFF – 2018 – WHAT I WONDER…
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CPU KICKOFF – 2018 – WHAT I WISH…
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