
 
 

Date of Notice: July 12, 2017 

PUBLIC NOTICE OF PREPARATION OF A  
PROGRAM ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT  

AND 
A SCOPING MEETING 

PLANNING DEPARTMENT  
  
 

PUBLIC NOTICE:  The City of San Diego as the Lead Agency has determined that the project 
described below will require the preparation of a Program Environmental Impact Report (PEIR) 
in compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). This Notice of Preparation 
of a PEIR and Scoping Meeting was publicly noticed and distributed on July 12, 2017. This notice 
was published in the SAN DIEGO DAILY TRANSCRIPT and placed on the City of San Diego website 
at: 

http://www.sandiego.gov/city-clerk/officialdocs/notices/index.shtml 

and on the Planning Department website at: 

https://www.sandiego.gov/planning/programs/ceqa 

SCOPING MEETING:  Two public scoping meetings will be held by the City of San Diego’s 
Planning Department on Tuesday, July 25, 2017 from 5:00 PM to 6:30 PM in the Seminar Room 
at the Scripps Miramar Ranch Branch Library located at 10301 Scripps Lake Drive, San Diego, CA 
and Tuesday, August 1, 2017 from 5:00 PM to 6:30 PM in the Meeting Room at the Colonel Irving 
Salomon San Ysidro Community Activity Center located at 179 Diza Road, San Diego, CA 92173. 
Please note that depending on the number of attendees, the meeting could end earlier than 6:30 
PM. The scoping meeting will be conducted in a workshop format where staff will provide a brief 
PowerPoint presentation to the public about the project scope, environmental issues to be 
analyzed in the PEIR, and how to comment on the NOP. Written comments regarding the scope 
of environmental issues and alternatives to be analyzed within the proposed EIR will be accepted 
at the meeting.  

Written, email, or mail-in comments may also be sent to the following address:  Myra 
Herrmann, Environmental Planner, City of San Diego Planning Department, 1010 Second 
Avenue, Suite 1200, East Tower, MS 413, San Diego, CA 92101 or e-mail your comments to 
PlanningCEQA@sandiego.gov  with the Project Name in the subject line within 30 days of the 
date of the Public Notice above (August 11, 2017). Responsible agencies are requested to indicate 
their statutory responsibilities in connection with this project when responding. A PEIR 
incorporating public input will then be prepared and distributed to the public for review and 
comment. 

 
PROJECT NAME/PROJECT NUMBER:  Waterways Maintenance Plan / Project No. 548593 
COMMUNITY PLAN AREAS: Citywide 
COUNCIL DISTRICTS:    All 

http://www.sandiego.gov/city-clerk/officialdocs/notices/index.shtml
https://www.sandiego.gov/planning/programs/ceqa
https://www.sandiego.gov/park-and-recreation/centers/recctr/colonel
mailto:PlanningCEQA@sandiego.gov


PROJECT BACKGROUND: The City of San Diego (City) Transportation & Storm Water (T&SW) 
Department is responsible for managing the drainage system on City-owned properties, within 
Public Rights-of-Way and drainage easements dedicated to the City to minimize flood risk and 
protect water quality as stipulated in Section 26.1 of the San Diego City Charter. Within City 
jurisdiction, the need for channel operation and maintenance is often related to the accumulation 
of sediment and vegetation in both engineered and natural channels in areas prone to flooding. 
This work includes performing on-going maintenance within natural and engineered waterways 
to remove accumulated sediment, trash, debris and vegetation that compromise the system. To 
restore the City waterways, maintenance often requires authorization or regulatory permits from 
various resource agencies to protect environmental resources. The T&SW Department currently 
conducts maintenance of drainage facilities pursuant to the Master Storm Water System 
Maintenance Program (MMP). 
 
In 2011, the City developed the MMP to govern channel operation and maintenance activities. The 
MMP identified a specific planning, impact assessment and mitigation process for channel 
maintenance activities. The certified Final Recirculated Programmatic Environmental Impact 
Report for the MMP included 113 channel facility segments, covering a linear distance of 32 miles. 
However, to authorize maintenance under the MMP, an extensive site-specific review by the 
resource agencies and the public is required prior to each maintenance activity and can take up to 
24 months to complete. A lawsuit was filed challenging the MMP (San Diegans for Open 
Government et al. v. City of San Diego, San Diego Superior Court Case No. 37-2011-00101571), and 
the City entered into a settlement agreement, which requires, among other things, the City to 
consider the PEIR for the MMP “null and void” as of September 2018. 
 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The proposed WMP will replace the City’s current MMP. The WMP is 
being developed as a collaborative effort based on maintenance needs, stakeholder input, lessons 
learned from maintenance activities conducted under the MMP and on-going studies being 
prepared by the T&SW Department. The proposed WMP is intended to establish an effective and 
streamlined program that allows for specific facilities to be maintained as-needed to reduce flood 
risk, while minimizing impacts and potential adverse effects on the environment from the 
maintenance activities. 
 
The WMP is being developed to integrate biological, water quality, and regulatory approaches to 
allow the City to efficiently and effectively obtain approvals for required flood protection and 
related beneficial drainage activities. 
 
The set of activities that are included in the WMP are composed of the following: 
 

• Maintenance of select earthen and concrete channels 
• Maintenance of select storm drain outfalls 
• Minor maintenance activities (e.g., concrete repair to as-built condition) 
• Habitat-based mitigation (e.g., invasive removal, channel restoration) 

 
The City’s drainage system has been evaluated and only those facilities that have been identified 
as requiring maintenance to minimize flood risk would be included in the WMP as proposed 
maintenance projects. 
  

• Approximately 25 miles of concrete-lined and other channels in critical potential flood 
areas 

• 23 storm drain outfall areas with known flood management needs 
 
A project-level evaluation of each of these facilities will be conducted to identify impacts, 
methods to avoid and minimize adverse effects, and required, feasible mitigation for unavoidable 
significant impacts. Based on this analysis, permit approvals would allow for subsequent 



maintenance to be conducted on an as-needed basis. The T&SW Department plans to submit 
applications for approval of the maintenance of these facilities to resource agencies for issuance 
of programmatic permits (e.g., Section 404 Regional General Permit from the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers). Although not anticipated, certain maintenance activities in areas not analyzed at a 
project-level in the WMP may be required due to a number of factors such as changes in flood 
risk, hydrology, water quality or biological conditions. The WMP EIR will provide a mitigation 
framework for additional facilities to programmatically address these potential related activities. 
 
The City’s holistic storm water management approach would also be described in the WMP, with 
specific areas identified for potential system improvements that could minimize future on-going 
maintenance activities and operations. 
 
PROJECT LOCATION: Citywide. The City’s municipal separate storm sewer system (MS4) or 
storm water system is distributed throughout the 342 square-mile metropolitan area. In general, 
the MS4 conveys storm water runoff from natural and developed areas to receiving waters. The 
City’s MS4 system is an inter-connected system of constructed drains, pipes, and engineered 
channels that discharge to natural drainages and receiving waters. As a result, the physical 
characteristics vary with the individual components of the storm water system. See Figure 1– 
Facility Locations and Study Area, and Figures 1a.1/1a.2-1h.2 included as attachments to this NOP. 
 
APPLICANT: City of San Diego, Transportation & Storm Water Department 

RECOMMENDED FINDING:  Pursuant to Section 15060(d) of the CEQA Guidelines, it appears that 
the proposed project may result in significant environmental impacts in the following areas: 
Land Use, Visual Effects and Neighborhood Character, Air Quality/Odor, Greenhouse Gas 
Emissions, Biological Resources, Historical (Archaeology) and Tribal Cultural Resources,  
Hydrology, Water Quality, Noise, Paleontological Resources, and Solid Waste.  

AVAILABILITY IN ALTERNATIVE FORMAT:  To request this Notice in alternative format, call the 
Planning Department at  (619) 235-5200 OR (800)  735-2929 (TEXT TELEPHONE).  

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:  For environmental review information, contact Myra Herrmann at 
(619) 446-5372. For information regarding public meetings/hearings on this project, contact the 
Project Manager, Helene Deisher, at (619) 446-5223. This notice was published in the SAN DIEGO 
DAILY TRANSCRIPT and distributed on July 12, 2017. 
 
  
 Alyssa Muto 
 Deputy Director 
 Planning Department 
 
 
 
DISTRIBUTION:  See Attached 
ATTACHMENTS:  Figure 1– Facility Location and Study Area  
 Figures 1a.1/1a.2-1h.2 
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Waterways Maintenance Plan - Facility Location and Study Area Overview
City-wide Overview - Figure 1City of San Diego Transportation & Storm Water Department

SOURCE: ESRI, 2017; SANDAG, 2017; USGS, 2012
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SOURCE: ESRI, 2016; SANDAG, 2016; USGS, 2012
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Waterways Maintenance Plan - Facility Locations
Figure 1b - Peñasquitos Watershed Management Area(s)City of San Diego Transportation & Storm Water Department

SOURCE: ESRI, 2016; SANDAG, 2016; USGS, 2012
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Waterways Maintenance Plan - Facility Locations
Figure 1c - Mission Bay/La Jolla Watershed Management Area(s)City of San Diego Transportation & Storm Water Department

SOURCE: ESRI, 2016; SANDAG, 2016; USGS, 2012
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Waterways Maintenance Plan - Facility Locations
Figure 1d - San Diego River Watershed Management Area(s)City of San Diego Transportation & Storm Water Department

SOURCE: ESRI, 2016; SANDAG, 2016; USGS, 2012
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Waterways Maintenance Plan - Facility Locations
Figure 1e - Pueblo San Diego Watershed Management Area(s)City of San Diego Transportation & Storm Water Department

SOURCE: ESRI, 2016; SANDAG, 2016; USGS, 2012
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Waterways Maintenance Plan - Facility Locations
Figure 1f - Sweetwater Watershed Management Area(s)City of San Diego Transportation & Storm Water Department

SOURCE: ESRI, 2016; SANDAG, 2016; USGS, 2012
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Waterways Maintenance Plan - Facility Locations
Figure 1g - Otay Watershed Management Area(s)City of San Diego Transportation & Storm Water Department

SOURCE: ESRI, 2016; SANDAG, 2016; USGS, 2012
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Waterways Maintenance Plan - Facility Locations
Figure 1h.1 - Tijuana River Watershed Management Area(s)City of San Diego Transportation & Storm Water Department

SOURCE: ESRI, 2016; SANDAG, 2016; USGS, 2012
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Waterways Maintenance Plan - Facility Locations
Figure 1h.2 - Tijuana River Watershed Management Area(s)City of San Diego Transportation & Storm Water Department

SOURCE: ESRI, 2016; SANDAG, 2016; USGS, 2012
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