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This Information Bulletin defines “No-Plan Permits” 
and the procedures for obtaining a no-plan construc-
tion permit.  For clarification or additional information 
in regard to a specific project, visit Development and 
Permit Information at the Development Services De-
partment, 1222 First Ave., third floor, or visit our web 
site at www.sandiego.gov/development-services/.

I.	 WHAT IS A “NO-PLAN PERMIT”? 
Unless specifically exempted by City of San Di-
ego Municipal Code Sections 129.0203, 129.0303, 
129.0403, and 129.0404, a permit is required for 
all construction work.  If the site is designated 
as having historical resources (per Section 
143.0220 of the Land Development Code), any 
construction work will require a building permit, 
although the work may be defined exempt later 
in this bulletin. This includes interior modifica-
tion or repair/replacement of components parts, 
e.g. windows or roofing material.

Certain permits may be obtained without plans. 
See Section II and III of this bulletin.

If the Field Inspector determines that the work 
is too extensive to qualify as a “No-Plan Permit”, 
the inspector may require that plans be submit-
ted for review. 

II.	 HISTORICAL REVIEW
Historical review and plans may be required for 
the proposed work. Refer to Table A below.

Table A / Requirements for Historical Review of Work

Scope of Work
Any Site with a 
Structure 45 or 
more Years Old

Designated His-
toric Resource 

or located 
within a His-
toric District

Mechanical, 
Plumbing or 

Electrical Only

No historical 
review required

Historical review 
and Plan Submit-

tal (see IB 581 
Designated His-
torical Resource 

Review)

Interior Work 
Only

No Historical 
review required

Exterior Work 
(including win-
dows, stucco, 
siding, roof, 

trenching, foot-
ings, painting, 

electrical work)

Historical review 
and plan submit-
tal required (see 

Information 
Bulletin 580 

“Potential His-
torical Resource 

Review”)

Documents Referenced in this 
Information Bulletin
•	 San Diego Municipal Code, (SDMC)
•	 Information Bulletin 103, Fee Schedule and 

Worksheet for Mechanical, Plumbing/Gas, 
Electrical

•	 Information Bulletin 117, Regulations Covering 
Permit Expiration and Extension

•	 Information Bulletin 119, Requirements for 
Recycling and Disposal of Construction and 
Demolition Debris

•	 Information Bulletin 120, How to Obtain Project 
Inspections

•	 Information Bulletin 123, Minimum Standards 
for Renewal of Roof Covering

•	 Information Bulletin 501, Fee Schedule, Con-
struction Permits - Structures

•	 Information Bulletin 580, Potential Historical 
Resource Review

•	 Information Bulletin 581, Designated Historical 
Resource Review

•	 General Application, DS-3032
•	 Owner-Builder Verification, DS-3042

III.	 NO-PLAN PERMIT TYPES
“No plan” permits may include:
A.	MECHANICAL, PLUMBING/GAS ELEC-

TRICAL PERMITS
A separate Mechanical, Plumbing/Gas & 
Electrical permit is required for all non resi-
dential and multi-dwelling unit construction. 
See Information Bulletin 103, “Fee Schedule 
and Worksheet for Mechanical, Plumbing/
Gas, Electrical”.

B.	Final only permits
Final only permits are issued for expired per-
mits where all inspections were passed except 
final inspection.  A copy of the Inspection Re-
cord Card must be provided to obtain the Fi-
nal Only permit and stamped/approved plans 
must be available for the inspection.  A mini-
mum of 2 hours will be assessed at the hourly 
inspection rate. 

C.	Repair for repipe building per-
mits
A separate building permit will be required 
for repairs associated with water pipe repair/
replacement (also known as copper repipe) 
for multi-dwelling unit and non-residential 
structures. 

http://sandiego.gov/development-services
http://sandiego.gov/development-services
http://www.sandiego.gov/city-clerk/officialdocs/legisdocs/muni.shtml
http://www.sandiego.gov/sites/default/files/dsdib103.pdf
http://www.sandiego.gov/sites/default/files/dsdib117.pdf
http://www.sandiego.gov/sites/default/files/dsdib119.pdf
http://www.sandiego.gov/sites/default/files/dsdib120.pdf
http://www.sandiego.gov/sites/default/files/dsdib123.pdf
http://www.sandiego.gov/sites/default/files/dsdib501.pdf
http://www.sandiego.gov/sites/default/files/dsdib580.pdf
http://www.sandiego.gov/sites/default/files/dsdib581.pdf
http://www.sandiego.gov/development-services/pdf/industry/forms/ds3032.pdf
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D.	Repair/replacement-in-kind 
building permits
“Repair/Replacement-in-Kind” refers to the 
repair of structural damage caused by fire, 
flood, insects, collision and normal wear and 
tear. When the remaining structural system 
is intact for verification by the field inspector, 
a no plan permit may be issued. If the struc-
tural system is damaged to the extent that 
the existing construction cannot be verified 
by the inspector, plans and calculations may 
be required. 

If the scope of work for a No Plan Repair-in-
Kind permit cannot be clearly defined, a per-
mit will be issued to assess the extent of the 
damage. After inspection, the inspector will 
final the permit and enter an inspection com-
ment describing what type of permit the cus-
tomer must obtain (plans or no plans) and the 
number of hours to charge if a no plan permit 
is adequate. The fee for damage assessment 
is $274.00.

E.	Roof resheathing building per-
mits
No permit is required to replace the existing 
roof covering if replacing with the same mate-
rial or with materials installed to the same 
specifications.

Permits are issued for roof structure altera-
tions, such as the replacement of existing skip 
sheathing with plywood.  The description of 
work should include the square footage being 
replaced.

If the new roof covering is heavier than the 
existing or if the roof configuration is being 
altered, plans will be required for review.  For 
more information refer to Information Bulle-
tin 123, “Minimum Standards for Renewal of 
Roof Covering.”

F.	 stucco or drywall building per-
mits
A building permit is not required for the ap-
plication of a new color coat to existing stucco 
walls.

A building permit is not required for minor 
drywall replacement for single dwelling unit 
and duplex structures associated with electri-
cal, mechanical or plumbing work as it will be 
inspected with those permits.

Otherwise, separate building permits are re-
quired, but may be obtained without plans.  
Provide the square footage of stucco or dry-
wall to be permitted in the description of work 
on the application.

G.	Window replacement
A no plan Building Permit may be issued 

when replacing windows and the proposed 
work does not require modifications to the ex-
isting rough openings.  May be exempt from a 
Building Permit under certain conditions. See 
San Diego Municipal Code, Section 129.0203.

IV.	 FORMS TO COMPLETE
A.	General Application

All building or combination permits require 
a fully completed General Application (DS-
3032).  The application must contain a com-
plete description of work. If the space on the 
application is insufficient, attach an adden-
dum to the application.  If the property owner 
is obtaining the permit as “owner-builder,” 
a separate Owner-Builder Verification form 
(DS-3042) must be completed and signed by 
the owner. 

B.	Waste Management Form
A WMF must be filled out for every qualifying 
permit per Information Bulletin 119, Require-
ments for Recycling and Disposal of Construc-
tion and Demolition Debris.

V.	 FEES
The following fees are collected at the time of is-
suance:

A.	Permit Issuance*
B.	Records*
C.	Building Permit Fee*
D.	Recycling Deposit (see Information Bulletin 

119, Requirements for Recycling and Disposal 
of Construction and Demolition Debris)

E.	Lead Hazard Prevention & Control*
F.	 State of California*
G.	Hourly rate for Historic Review*
H.	Hourly rate for inspection services not cov-

ered in the fee schedule*
I.	 Fee Collection - Other Agencies/Depart-

ments*

*See Information Bulletin 501, Fee Schedule for 
Construction Permits - Structures for a list of the 
current fees.

VI.	 INSPECTIONS
For information on required inspections refer to 
Information Bulletin 120, “How to Obtain Proj-
ect Inspections”.

VII.	 Options for Service
Visit the Development Services Department at 
1222 1st Avenue, 3rd Floor Check-In counter. 
Walk-In service is also provided at our Inspec-
tion Office located at 9601 Ridgehaven Court, 
2nd Floor for mechanical, plumbing, electrical, 
copper re-piping and roof re-sheathing permits 
only.


