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This information bulletin explains the process 
and fees associated with mechanical, plumbing 
and electrical (MP&E) permits. Separate building 
and MP&E permits are required for all non-
residential and Multi-Dwelling Unit (MDU) 
construction. Each building must have its own 
MP&E permit.

Electrical permits are required for all electrical 
work except as exempted in SDMC Section 
129.0303 of the Land Development Code. 

Mechanical and plumbing permits are required 
for all mechanical and plumbing work except 
as exempted in SDMC Section 129.0403 and 
129.0404 of the Land Development Code.

Plumbing and Mechanical equipment, including 
water heaters, washing machines, air conditioner 
units, and pool equipment shall not be installed 
in required side or rear yards of Residential 
Zones unless they comply with SDMC Section 
131.0461(a)(5).

I.	 Required documents and Reviews
A.	General Application, DS-3032

A General Application must be completed. 
If the property owner is doing the work or 
is hiring a number of different contractors, 
a separate Owner-Builder Verification 
form (DS-3042) must be signed by the 
owner before the permit can be issued.

B.	Plumbing, Electrical or Mechanical 
Permit Worksheet

C.	Circuit Card
A completed and signed City of San 
Diego Electrical Circuit Card (DS-1779) is 
required at the time of inspection of any 
electrical components or systems added 
to a single dwelling unit or duplex; unless 
electrical plans, calculations or single-line 
drawings are included in the approved 
plans.

D.	HERS Rating
When a HERS rating is required, a HERS 
rater shall provide the test for which 
the rating is required, and provide a 
report to the owner or contractor.  This 
certificate is required to obtain final 

inspection approval. The companies 
or individuals providing HERS testing, 
shall be certified. A list of the certified 
companies is available online at www.
energy.ca.gov.

E.	Historical Review
If your site contains a designated historical 
resource, plans will be required for 
review. Refer to Information Bulletin 581, 
Designated Historical Resource.

F.	Address Review
If an address has not been assigned, a 
site plan and an addressing review will 
be required. An additional $66 fee may be 
assessed for assigning an address.

G.	Food Establishment Waste Water 
Discharge (FEWD) Review
All new and replacement of “Grease 
Trap/ Interceptor” require an approval 
from Publ ic  Ut i l i t ies Department.  
Refer to Public Utilities website at the 
following link: https://www.sandiego.
gov/sites/default/files/legacy/mwwd/pdf/
fewdplancheck.pdf

II.	 OPTIONS FOR SERVICES
A.	Online - visit our web site at www.

sandiego.gov/development-services/
industry/simplepermits

B.	In Person - at the Inspection Services 
Office (for no plan permits only), 9601 
Ridgehaven Court, Suite 220, (858) 492-
5070, or the Development Services 
Center, 1222 First Avenue, Third floor.

Documents referenced in this
Information Bulletin

•	 San Diego Municipal Code (SDMC)
•	 Information Bulletin 116, Reporting Require-

ments for Hazardous Materials
•	 Information Bulletin 301, How to Obtain a 

Permit for Installation of Solar Photovoltaic 
Systems

•	 Information Bulletin 581, Designated Histori-
cal Resource Review

•	 General Application, DS-3032
•	 Owner-Builder Verification, DS-3042
•	 Electrical Circuit Card, DS-1779
•	 Refund Application, DS-721
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III.	 Fees
A.	Records Fee

This fee is assessed for all projects at 
issuance to recover the cost of imaging 
and archiving the documents in Records. 
If more than one approval is being issued 
under the same project at the same time, 
this fee will only be charged once.
Records Fee - No Plan Permit.........................$20

B.	Plan Check/Inspection Fee
Items identified on worksheets as 
requiring plans for non-residential and 
MDU construction (3 or more units) will 
be reviewed prior to issuance of a permit.  
In most cases, the plan review occurs as 

part of a building permit application and 
the inspection fees are assessed at that 
time.

If a plan review is required and one was 
not conducted as part of a building permit 
application, plans will be required and a 
plan review fee will be assessed at $164 
per hour, in addition to the inspection fees 
per the worksheet.

Please note that plan check, inspection 
and records fees are non-refundable.  
See Refund Policy noted within Refund 
Application Form DS-721 for additional 
refund information.

ELECTRICAL PERMIT WORKSHEET (Per Building)
Total 
Qty

Plans 
Required System Unit First  

Unit
Each Add’l 

Unit

Yes5 Multi-Dwelling Unit service and 
Feeder1 Dwelling Unit $1,136 $52

No

Circuits 15-45 Amps First 5 Circuits $181 -
Circuits 15-45 Amps 6-10 Circuits - $52

Circuits 15-45 Amps Each add’l 10 circuits over 
10, up to 50 - $52

Circuits 15-45 Amps Each add’l 50 circuits  over 
50 - $129

No Circuits 50-200 Amps Each 3 Circuits $258 -
No Circuits 225-400 Amps  Each 2 Circuits $310 -

Yes2,5 Circuits 450-1,000 Amps Each $362 -
Yes2,5 Circuits 1,200 Amps or Larger Each $387 -

No Conduit and J Box Only Each $129 -

Electrical Vehicle Charging Systems  (See Information Bulletin 187, How to Obtain a Permit for Electrical 
Vehicle Charging Systems)

Yes5 Generator Only3 Each $155 -

Solar Photovoltaic  (See Information Bulletin 301, How to Obtain a Permit for Installation of Solar Photovoltaic 
Systems)

Yes5
Specialized Occupancy 
(e.g. healthcare, hazardous 
location)4

Each $258 -

1 In addition to this fee, use “circuit fees” for common area distribution circuits in a Multiple Dwelling Units building. 

2 These items require plans and will be reviewed prior to issuance of a separate electrical permit for single dwelling unit, 
duplex, and townhome buildings.

3 A tank Application (see Information Bulletin 116) and a separate plumbing, building, and/or mechanical permit may also be 
required.

4 This fee is in addition to the electrical circuit fees and is required for specialized occu-pancies as identified in Chapter 5 of 
the California Electrical Code.

5 These items are either included with building plans and are reviewed as part of building permit or if standalone require 
plans for installation in non-residential or MDU buildings. See Section III(B) for details.
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PLUMBING PERMIT WORKSHEET (Per Building)
Total 
Qty

Plans 
Required System Unit First  

Unit
Each Add’l 

Unit
Yes4,5 Backflow Preventer Each $69 $23

No Drain-Repair/Replace (e.g., Roof, Deck, 
Area Drains) Per Floor $46 -

Yes4,5 Gas System Leak Repair Each 5 Outlets $229 $69
No Gas System/Meter Each 5 Outlets $229 $69

Yes4 Gray Water System- See information Bulletin 108- Residential Graywater System
Yes4,5 Grease Trap / Interceptor6 Each $229 $69
Yes4 Hotels - New Per Room $229 $46
Yes4 Laboratory (Other than restrooms) Each 5 Fixture Units $229 $46
Yes4 Multiple Dwelling Unit Building - New Each Dwelling $229 $115

Yes4 Multiple Dwelling Unit Building - 
Remodel Each Dwelling $229 $46

Yes4 Non Residential Kitchen Each 5 Fixture Units $344 $115
Yes4 Non Residential Restrooms Each 5 Fixture Units $229 $69

Yes4 Non Residential Shell (Other than 
restrooms) Each Floor $229 $115

Yes4 Non-Residential Tenant Improvement 
(Other than restrooms and kitchen) Each Floor $229 $115

Yes4 Parking Garages Per Floor $229 $46

Yes4
Private Utilities- Water First 100 LF $252 -
Private Utilities- Water Each Add’l 10 LF   $23

Yes4
Private Utilities- Sewer First 100 LF $252 -
Private Utilities- Sewer Each Add’l 10 LF - $23

Yes4,5 Reclaimed Water System Each $69 -
Yes4 Sewage Ejector Each $229 $69

No Single Dwelling Unit/Duplex - Kitchen 
Remodel1 Each $344 -

No Single Dwelling Unit/Duplex - 
Bathroom Remodel1 Each $344 -

Yes4 Solar Water Heating System (solar 
heater/storage, collectors) Per System $138 -

Yes4,5 Water Heater2 Each $115 $23
Yes4,5 Water Softener Each $69 $23
Yes4,5 Water Submeter Each 4 submeters $69 $23

No Water/Waste Pipe Repair/ 
Replacement - Residential3 Per Dwelling Unit $229 $69

No Water/Waste Pipe Repair/ 
Replacement – Non Residential3 Per Floor $229 $115

1 The fee will cover the cost of a combination permit for all plumbing, mechanical, electrical work.  Plans will be required if scope of work 
includes any framing.

2 A separate electrical permit is required if electrical circuits/devices are installed or modified to provide power to a tankless water heater in 
Multiple Dwelling Units or Non-Residential building.

3 A separate building permit is required when scope of work includes drywall, wood framing or replacing/installing new finishes in Multiple 
Dwelling Units or Non-Residential building.

4 These items are either included with building plans and are reviewed as part of building permit or if standalone require plans for new 
installation in non-residential or MDU buildings.  See Section III(B) for details.

5 These items do not require plans for repair or replacement in kind installations.  

6 The FEWD “Plan Check Llist” must be provided at the time of inspection.  See item I(G) for details.
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MECHANICAL PERMIT WORKSHEET (Per Building)
Total 
Qty

Plans 
Required System Unit First  

Unit
Each Add’l 

Unit
Yes4,5 Air Handler Each $138 $46

No Appliance Vent/Chimney3 Each $69 $23
Yes4,5 Boiler Each $115 $46
Yes4 Chiller Each $183 $46
Yes4,5 Condensing Unit for HVAC1 Each $92 $46
Yes4 Cooling Tower Each $183 $46
No Dryer Vent3 Each $92 $23

Yes4,5 Evaporative Cooler - Makeup Air 
Unit Each $92 $23

No Exhaust Fan3 Each $92 $23
Yes4 Exhaust System-Garage Each System $275 $69
Yes4,5 Fan Coil Unit Each $138 $46
Yes4,5 Furnace/FAU1,2,3 Each $92 $46

Yes4,5 Gas System/Meter Each 5  
Outlets $229 $69

Yes4,5 Gas System Leak Repair Each 5  
Outlets $229 $69

Yes4,5 Heat Pump-Package Unit/Mini Split2 Each $138 $46
Yes4,5 Heater-Unit/Radiant Each $92 $46
Yes4 Hood Type I and or duct Each $183 $69
Yes4 Hood Type II and or duct Each $115 $46
Yes4 Hotel - New and Remodel Each Room $229 $46

Yes4

Multiple Dwelling Unit - New First 3 Units $229 -
Multiple Dwelling Unit - Next 4-50 
Units Each Unit - $69

Multiple Dwelling Unit - each add’l 
10 units over 50 Units

Each Add’l  
10 Units - $344

Yes4 Multiple Dwelling Unit - Remodel Each DU $183 $23
Yes4 Non-Residential Shell Per Floor $344 -

Yes4 Non-Residential Tenant 
Improvement

Each 5,000  
Sq Ft $115 $69

Yes4

Variable Air Volume Box Each $138 -

Variable Air Volume Box Each Add’l  
5 Units - $46

Yes4,5 Walk-In Cooler/Condenser Each $115 $46
1 Replacement of these systems requires a HERS rating when more than 40 feet of duct is in unconditioned space. See 

Section I(D) for details.

2 A separate Electrical Permit is required if electrical circuits/devices are installed or modified to provide power to a new air 
conditioner or furnace in Multiple Dwelling Unit or Non-Residential building.

3 Separate building or combination permit is required when scope of work includes drywall, wood framing or replacing/
installing new finishes in Multiple Dwelling Unit or Non-Residential building.

4 These items are either included with building plans and are reviewed as part of building permit or if stand alone require 
plans for installation in Multiple Dwelling Units or Non-Residential buildings.  See Section III(B) for details.

5 These items do not require plans for repair or replacement in kind installations in Multiple Dwelling Units or Non-
Residential buildings.


