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This Information Bulletin is provided to imple-
ment the Demolition/Removal Permit Procedures 
contained in Chapter 12, Article 9, Division 5, of 
the San Diego Municipal Code (SDMC). Demoli-
tion/Removal Permit applications are reviewed 
for compliance with the minimum standards 
necessary to safeguard public health, safety, and 
welfare. The intent of these procedures is to pro-
tect the public against personal injury or property 
damage and to insure completion of the demoli-
tion or removal and cleanup of the site.

I.	 When is a Permit Required?
A Demolition Permit is required for com-
plete demolition/removal of any structure 
(see SDMC Section 129.0503 for Demoli-
tion/Removal Permit Exemptions). All open 
plumbing and sewer lines must be capped 
in an approved manner whether a demoli-
tion permit is required or not. A separate 
permit is not required for the capping of 
the sewer.

Note: Demolition/Removal Permit exemp-
tions do not apply if the structure(s) is a 

designated Historical Resource or is located 
in a designated historical district, in ac-
cordance with SDMC Section 143.0210(d) 
and 143.0211; or when a discretionary per-
mit has been previously issued requiring 
implementation of a Mitigation Monitoring 
and Reporting Program for Historical Re-
sources.

Demolition permits will not be issued on a 
property where a development permit (Neigh-
borhood Use Permit, Neighborhood Develop-
ment Permit, Conditional Use Permit, Variance, 
Coastal Development Permit, Site Development 
Permit, or Planned Development Permit) is also 
being processed by the City until a decision 
has been made by the appropriate decision 
maker in accordance with the Land Develop-
ment Code.

A Demolition/Removal Permit is not required 
to demolish only part of a structure. A partial 
demolition will require a Building Permit in 
accordance with Chapter 12, Article 9, Divi-
sion 2 of the SDMC.

Documents referenced in this 
Information Bulletin:

•	 California Building Code, (CBC)
•	 San Diego Municipal Code, (SDMC)
•	 Stormwater Standards Manual
•	 Information Bulletin 177, How to Obtain a 

Public Right-of-Way Permit for Traffic Con-
trol 

•	 Information Bulletin 580 , Potential Histori-
cal Resources Review

•	 Information Bulletin 581 , Designated His-
torical Resources Review

•	 Uncontrolled Embankment Maintenance 
Agreement, DS-265

•	 General Application, DS-3032
•	S an Diego Regional Hazardous Materials 

Questionnaire, HM-9171
•	 Waste Management Form for Construction & 

Demolition Debris, ES-008

Permission to utilize your property to 
perform a variety of drills

You are applying for a demolition permit to 
clear a building off your property. The San 
Diego Fire-Rescue Department is requesting 
your permission to utilize your property to 
perform a variety of training drills just prior to 
the building being destroyed. 

We will only conduct these drills after a re-
lease of liability agreement is signed between 
you (the property owner) and the San Diego 
Fire-Rescue Department; this agreement is for 
your protection. 

We will also require a copy of the Demolition 
Permit and Hazard Abatement Release prior 
to any training being conducted.

For additional questions you may have, 
please contact the San Diego Fire Rescue 
Department at (619) 533-4300 and request to 
speak to the Operations Support Captain.

http://sandiego.gov/development-services
http://www.sandiego.gov/city-clerk/officialdocs/legisdocs/muni.shtml
https://www.sandiego.gov/stormwater/regulations
www.sandiego.gov/sites/default/files/dsdib177.pdf
http://www.sandiego.gov/sites/default/files/dsdib580.pdf
http://www.sandiego.gov/sites/default/files/dsdib581.pdf
http://www.sandiego.gov/development-services/pdf/industry/forms/ds3032.pdf
http://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/dam/sdc/deh/hmd/pdf/hm-9171%20(08-15)%20wi.docx
http://www.sandiego.gov/environmental-services/recycling/pdf/cdwastemanagementform.pdf
https://www.sandiego.gov/fire/
https://www.sandiego.gov/fire/
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II.	Submittal  Requirements
The Submittal Matrix and Minimum Submit-
tal Requirements Checklist found in Section 
II., Table 1 identify the forms, documents, 
plans that are required for all Demolition/
Removal Permits.
A.	 Application Package

Demolition/Removal permits require the 
completion of a General Application (DS-
3032) and Demolition/Removal Question-
naire.

Note: A contractor with an A or a C-21 
class license may obtain a demolition 
permit. A contractor with a B-1 class 
license may obtain a demolition permit 
if that contractor’s name appears on a 
current construction permit for the site. 
An owner-builder may also obtain a de-
molition permit.

Section II., Table 1
Submittal Requirements

  A B C D E F G H

Structure to be Demolished/
Removed

.  A
pplication Package

. .H
istorical Resource . 

. .Inform
ation

. .W
aste M

anagem
ent 

. .Form

. .SD
 Regional H

az. . . . 
. .M

at. Q
uestionnaire

. .Certifi
cation of . . . . . 

. .D
iscontinuance

. .Site Plan

. .U
EM

A
 or Soils . . . . . . 

. .Com
paction Report

. .Storm
 W

ater . . . . . . . 
. .Requirem

ents

Building                                   

Residential Building R R R R1 R R2 - R3

Non-Residential R R R R R R2 - R3

Pool < 5’ Deep                

Residential Building R R - R1 - R2 - -

Non-Residential R R - R - R2 - -

Pool > 5’ Deep                

Residential Building R R - R1 - R2 R -

Non-Residential R R - R - R2 R -

Legend:          R = Required         -  = Not Required

1	 Required for residential buildings when there is more than one building on the property (excluding garages and small 
outbuildings) and residential single buildings with more than four dwelling units.

2	 Required for Downtown Community Plan Area, Historic Potential and/or Historic Designated, and/or project sites 
greater than once acre

3	 Required for ground disturbance of one acre or more, See Sec. II. H.

Section II.C., Table 2
Historic Resource Information

Site Building 
Record Photos Site    

Plan

All structures are less 
than 45 years old R1 - -

Any Structure is 45 or 
more years old

See Info Bulletin 580 for 
Supplemental Requirements

Designated Historic 
Resource or within a 

Historic District

See Info Bulletin 581 for 
Supplemental Requirements

1 Please call the County of San Diego Assessor’s Office at 
(858) 505-6262 to verify the location where the Building 
Record is kept. If the Building Record is inconclusive 
or unclear, the project will need to be submitted for 
Potential Historical Resource Review.

B.	Historic Resource Information
Required for all projects, including swim-
ming pools, see below in Section II, Table 
2 for documents needed for review.
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within the Downtown Community Plan 
are reviewed for compliance with the 
Downtown Community Plan FEIR Mitiga-
tion Monitoring and Reporting Program 
[MMRP]). The site plan must be drawn 
to scale, include the property lines, legal 
description, location and dimension of 
all buildings and site features to be re-
moved/remain (e.g., parking lot, fence, 
or any other structures) and limit of work 
demarcation.

G.	Uncontrolled Embankment Agreement 
(DS-265) or Soils Compaction Report
For demolition of a swimming pool great-
er than five (5) feet in depth, either an 
Uncontrolled Embankment Agreement 
(UEMA) or final soils compaction report 
is required. A UEMA is required when the 
fill is not compacted, tested and approved 
by a civil engineer, or the debris is buried 
in the excavation. An exhibit showing the 
location of the old swimming pool and 
fill area must be included, along with a 
properly executed UEMA, for review and 
approval. The final executed agreement 
shall then be recorded with the County 
Recorder’s office. Future use of the site 
and disclosure requirements should be 
carefully considered prior to choosing 
this option. New construction on the site 
may be hampered by the debris and soil 
settlement could result within the fill area. 
If the fill is compacted, an UEMA will not 
be required; however, a final soils com-
paction report prepared by a licensed 
geotechnical or civil engineer must be 
submitted to the Building Inspector prior 
to completion of the demolition permit.

H.	Storm Water Requirements
Demolition projects are required to 
implement effective Storm Water Best 
Management Practices (BMPs) to elimi-
nate discharge of pollutants to the storm 
drain conveyance system and to receiving 
water bodies. If the demolition involves 
excavation or grading that results in 
ground disturbance, defined as area where 
vegetation, topsoil, or overburden has 
been removed, or where topsoil, spoil, 
and processed waste has been placed, 
including landscaping, associated with a 

C.	Waste Management Form
A refundable C&D Debris Recycling De-
posit may be required at permit issu-
ance and is collected on behalf of the 
Environmental Services Department.  The 
purpose of the deposit is to encourage 
diversion of construction and demoli-
tion debris from our local landfills and 
to ensure they get recycled by recycling, 
reusing or donating usable materials.  
The deposit schedule is listed on the Con-
struction and Demolition (C&D) Debris 
Recycling Fact Sheet posted on the Envi-
ronmental Services Department web site.  
If a C&D Deposit is required a completed 
Waste Management Form – Part I must 
be provided.

D.	San Diego Regional Hazardous Materi-
als Questionnaire 
A San Diego Regional Hazardous Materi-
als Questionnaire (HM-9171) is required 
for all Demolition Permits. Most resi-
dences and swimming pools accessory 
to these residences are exempt and do 
not require a HM-9171.  Residencies that 
require a HM-9171 include more than one 
residential building on the property (ex-
cluding garages and small outbuildings) 
and residential single buildings with more 
than four dwelling units.

A notification form can be obtained at the 
APCD website or by contacting the APCD, 
(858) 586-2660.

E.	Certificate of Discontinuance
A Certificate of Discontinuance of Service 
for each building to be demolished is 
required from San Diego Gas & Electric 
(SDG&E). Please call SDG&E project man-
agement office, (619) 230-7800.

F.	Site Plan
Projects proposing demolition of struc-
tures on a site greater than one acre, 
containing any structure 45 years or older 
(See Information Bulletin 580), containing 
a designated historic resource or located 
within a historic district (See Information 
Bulletin 581) and/or within the Down-
town Community Plan area require a 
demolition site plan (demolition permits 

https://www.sandiego.gov/sites/default/files/legacy/development-services/pdf/industry/infobulletin/cd_fact_sheet_6_29_16.pdf
https://www.sandiego.gov/sites/default/files/legacy/development-services/pdf/industry/infobulletin/cd_fact_sheet_6_29_16.pdf
https://www.sandiego.gov/sites/default/files/legacy/development-services/pdf/industry/infobulletin/cd_fact_sheet_6_29_16.pdf
https://www.sandiego.gov/sites/default/files/wmf_6_7_16_1.pdf
http://www.sdapcd.org/
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project of one acre or greater, the project 
is subject to the State Construction Gen-
eral Permit and is required to prepare a 
Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan 
and obtain a Notice of Intent from the 
State Water Board prior to issuance of 
a demolition permit.

It is the responsibility of the property 
owner or his/her designee (contractor) to 
select, install, and maintain appropriate 
BMPs, and maintain the BMPs, during de-
molition and after all work is completed. 
A list of construction BMPs is provided for 
reference in Part 2, Chapter 5, of the City 
of San Diego Storm Water Standards Man-
ual. BMPs must be installed in accordance 
with an industry recommended standard 
or in accordance with the requirements of 
the Construction General Permit (CGP). 
More information about BMPs is provided 
in statewide storm water BMP manuals 
(e.g., the California Storm Water Quality 
Association [CASQA] Construction BMP 
Online Handbook, and the Caltrans Con-
struction Site BMP Manual).

III.	 Required Notifications and Approv-
als
In addition to the submittal requirements 
above, you may need the following items in 
order to obtain your Demolition Permit.
A.	Coastal Approval

For structures located in the Coastal Zone, 
approval from City of San Diego Develop-
ment Services or from the State of Califor-
nia Coastal Commission is required. To 
determine the coastal jurisdiction, contact 
the Development Services Department, 
(619) 446-5000. 

B.	San Diego Unified Port District
A Project Approval from the Port District 
is required for demolition or removal of 
structures located within the Port District 
jurisdiction. The project approval must 
include the Port District Permit number 
and the Coastal Development Permit 
number. Contact the Port District, (619) 
686-6291. 

C.	Buildings with Underground Fuel 
Tanks

A Demolition Permit is not required for 
the removal of underground fuel tanks; 
however, a permit is required from the 
San Diego Fire-Rescue Department, 
(619) 533-4477. Additionally, a permit is 
required from County of San Diego De-
partment of Environmental Health, (858) 
505-6700. A separate Grading Permit 
issued by the City of San Diego may also 
be required (see below). Note: If the tank 
removal is to install new tanks to replace 
the existing tanks, a grading permit is not 
required.

D.	Grading Permit
A separate Grading Permit will be re-
quired prior to the issuance of a De-
molition Permit when the demolition of 
buildings or structures result in a slope 
of 5-feet or greater; fill exceeding 5-feet 
in depth (except the filling of swimming 
pools); ground disturbance of one acre 
or greater; or meets any of the conditions 
listed in SDMC Section 129.0602. 

E.	Buildings with Wells or Septic Tanks
An inspection is required from the County 
of San Diego Department of Environmen-
tal Health for demolition of any building 
on property which has a well or septic 
tank. Contact the County of San Diego 
Department of Environmental Health, 
(858) 505-6700.

 
F.	Traffic Control Permit

Protection for pedestrians may be re-
quired before demolition can begin. This 
protection shall be in accordance with 
section 3306 of the California Building 
Code.

A traffic control permit is required when 
erecting barricades and pedestrian pro-
tection in the public right-of-way. See 
Information Bulletin 177 “How to Obtain a 
Right-of-Way Permit for Traffic Control.”

G.	Electrical or Gas Welding or Gas Cut-
ting
Shall require a permit issued by the City 
of San Diego Fire Marshall and shall com-
ply with Chapter 26 of the California Fire 
Code.

https://www.sandiego.gov/sites/default/files/storm-water-standards-manual-2016-2.pdf
https://www.sandiego.gov/sites/default/files/storm-water-standards-manual-2016-2.pdf
https://www.sandiego.gov/sites/default/files/storm-water-standards-manual-2016-2.pdf
https://www.sandiego.gov/fire/
http://www.sandiegocounty.gov/deh/
http://www.sandiegocounty.gov/deh/
http://www.sandiegocounty.gov/deh/
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H.	Single Room Occupancy (SRO) Hotel 
Regulations
The San Diego Housing Commission or 
successor agency, as the agency respon-
sible for administering the SRO hotel 
regulations, shall review each application 
for a permit to demolish or convert a ho-
tel to identify any SRO hotel or SRO hotel 
room that is not exempt from regulations 
under SDMC Section 143.0520. Contact 
the San Diego Housing Commission, (619) 
231-9400.

IV.	Demolition  removal fees
These fees are charged to cover the costs of 
the review of a building demolition/removal 
to ensure compliance with applicable City of 
San Diego regulations. These fees also cover 
the pre-demolition inspection when re-
quired, and the inspection to ensure the lot 
clean-up, sewer cap and utility disconnects 
after the building/structure is demolished 
or removed.

The following fees/deposits are paid at the 
time the Demolition Permit is issued.
A.	Plan Check and Inspection Fee

Plan Check Fee............................................... $158
Inspection Fee................................................ $185

B.	Records Fee
Records Fee - No Plan/Other...........................$20

C.	Lead Hazard Prevention Fee
This fee is collected on behalf of the 
Environmental Services Department for 
demolition of any structure built before 
1979.  The purpose of the fee is to meet 
operational expenses associated with 
education, outreach and enforcement of 
the Lead Hazard Prevention and Control 
Ordinance (City Council Resolution R-
303490).
Lead Hazard Prevention Fee...........................$31

D.	Construction & Demolition (C&D) De-
bris Recycling Deposit
A refundable C&D Debris Recycling De-
posit may be required at permit issuance 
and is collected on behalf of the Environ-
mental Services Department.

V.	o ptions for service
Permit submittal/issuance appointments 
are recommended and can be made by 
calling 619-446-5300. Walk-in service is also 
available at the Development Services De-
partment located at 1222 First Avenue, 3rd 
Floor.  Please visit the department’s website 
at https://www.sandiego.gov/development-
services/ for a list of business hours.

VI.	Permit  Expiration 
The permit will expire if the work autho-
rized is not started within 60 days and is 
not completed within 90 days. One 60 day 
extension may be granted if work is delayed 
for reasons beyond the permittee’s control. 
All requests for permit extensions must be 
sent in writing to:

Development Services Department 
Inspections Services-Permit Extensions
9601 Ridgehaven Court, Suite 220
San Diego, CA 92123

VII.	 Inspections
A.	Construction Storm Water BMP

Effective construction storm water BMPs 
are required to be in place for projects to 
prevent the discharge of pollutants from 
entering the storm water conveyance sys-
tem. BMPs must address entrances/exits, 
perimeter controls, inlets, general house-
keeping, erosion/sediment controls, and 
washouts.

Failure to implement proper BMPs may 
result in one or more of the following 
enforcement actions depending on the 
severity of the storm water violation.
1.	Correction Notice (DS-3): issued for 

each storm water violation. Multiple 
notices may result in further enforce-
ment action.

2.	Re-Inspection Fees: multiple or egre-
gious violations may be assessed for 
re-inspection fees, which are required 
to be paid in full before inspections can 
continue. 

3.	No Further Inspections: inspections 
will become unavailable until all proper 
BMPs are implemented.  

4.	Stop Work Warning Letter: multiple or 

http://www.sdhc.org/Contact/
https://sandiego.gov/development-services
https://sandiego.gov/development-services
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egregious violations may result in a 
Stop Work Warning Letter. This would 
lead to a Stop Work Order if violations 
are not corrected within an established 
time frame. The case will be referred to 
the City Attorney’s Office. 

5.	Administrative Citation: may be is-
sued in the amount of $500 or $1,000 
for projects with multiple violations, 
or when there is a non-recoverable 
discharge that enters into a sensitive 
water body, drain inlet, or other water-
course.

6.	Civil Penalty & Order: may be issued 
in the amount of up to $10,000/day 
per violation for projects with a total 
disregard for previously issued Admin-
istrative Citations or severe violations.  

7.	Stop Work Order: projects with mul-
tiple or egregious violations may be 
issued a Stop Work Order authorized 
by the City Attorney’s Office.

An inspection for construction storm wa-
ter BMPs will be scheduled upon issuance 
of the Demolition/Removal Permit.

B.	Sewer Cap
The sewer line must be capped on private 
property within 5 feet of the property 
line. An approved no-hub, clamp-type 
coupling with cap, or other approved 
capping device, is required. Concrete fill 
is not acceptable. The sewer cap must be 
left exposed for inspection.

C.	Debris Removal
All construction debris must be removed 
from the site. 

D.	Utilities Lines
All gas and electric lines must be discon-
nected and removed.
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 Demolition/Removal 
    Questionnaire 

Below is typical information needed for a demolition/removal permit. Detailed and specific information provided will 
facilitate the project review process. It is MANDATORY to complete the following and, if not applicable, please indicate 
N/A. Incomplete information will delay processing of your request. Please print legibly or type. Attach additional sheets 
if necessary.  
 Project Number: For City Use Only 

 

1. GENERAL PROJECT INFORMATION 
Project Address: 

Assessor's Parcel Number(s) (APN): Legal Description: 

Lot Area (sf or acres): No. of Buildings on Lot: Depth of Pool: 

Building Area (sf): No. of Dwelling Units: No. of Bedrooms: 

Existing Use (Check all that apply) 

❏Residential (1 to 4 units) ❏Residential (greater than 4 units) ❏Non-Residential 

2. MULTIPLE DWELLING UNIT STRUCTURE(S) for demolition of a structure containing more than 4 dwelling units 

a. Each tenant who may be affected by the proposed demolition has been notified of the owner’s intent to apply for a 
Demolition/Removal Permit per SDMC Section 129.0504 ….....………………………………………………………………………. ❏Yes  ❏No    

3. HOUSING COMMISSION 

The project include the demolition or removal of a hotel or hotel rooms per SDMC Section 143.0520 ... ❏Yes  ❏No    

If “No” proceed to #4 of Demolition/Removal Permit Questionnaire 
a. Does the structure contain efficiency units, living units, boarding units, guest rooms (hotel, motel, inn, extended stay,  
timeshare), or units with shared bathrooms and/or partial kitchens, or  without kitchen  facilities?  ………. ❏Yes  ❏No    

b. Have any of the units been used, rented, or hired out, or are the units intended to be occupied or have they been  
occupied by 1 or more persons as a primary residence during the last five-year period? ..….……………………. ❏Yes  ❏No    

c. Have any of the units been occupied for periods of longer than 28 consecutive days at any time during the last   
five (5) years? ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...….……………………. ❏Yes  ❏No    
If you answered yes to ANY of the questions above, the project must be submitted to the San Diego Housing 
Commission for review and determination as to whether the structure constitutes and SRO Hotel and or 
whether the rooms constitute SRO Hotel Rooms. 

4. GRADING AND STORM WATER REGULATIONS 

a. Will the project include an area of disturbance greater than one acre as defined in IB 710 Section II. H.? ❏Yes  ❏No    

b. Will the demolition of building or structures* result in a slope of 5-ft or greater; fill exceeding 5-ft depth? ❏Yes ❏No    
*except filling of swimming pools 
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5. APPLICANT INFOMATION:  

(Check One) 

❏  Property Owner ❏  Authorized Agent of Property Owner 
 
Address: 

City: State: Zip Code: Email: 

 

Applicant’s Signature: I certify that I have read and understand, as stated in Section II.H. of Information Bulletin 710, 
that the City Engineer has adopted minimum requirements for managing urban runoff, including storm water from land 
development activities. I certify that the required construction BMPs shall be implemented to minimize potentially 
negative impacts of this project’s construction and land development activities on water quality. I further agree to install, 
monitor, maintain, or revise the selected BMPs to ensure their effectiveness. I also understand that failure to implement 
proper BMPs may result in an escalated enforcement action by the City including, but not limited to, civil penalties, 
criminal prosecution, civil litigation, and recording the violation with the County Recorder. Furthermore, once the 
demolition permit has passed final inspection, I shall continue to be responsible for maintaining all BMPs until such time 
as the property is permitted for redevelopment.  
 

I certify that I have read this application and state that the information above is correct, and that I am the owner or 
authorized agent of the owner. I understand that the project will be distributed/reviewed based on the information 
provided and is accurate to the best of my knowledge. 
 

Print Name: Date: 

Owner or authorized agent signature: 

 


